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ɉŬɘɟŮŰɘůɛɧɠ ȺəŭɧŰɖ* 
 
Μεηά ηελ αλεπηηπρή πξνζπάζεηα 
δεκηνπξγίαο ηνπ Οκίινπ θύισλ ησλ 
Ππξελαίσλ Διιάδνο (Ο.ΠΤΡ.ΔΛ) 
πξνρσξήζακε ζε δηάιπζε ηνπ Οκίινπ (ζε 
ηειηθή θάζε λνκηθήο πινπνίεζεο). Όκσο ε 
εμαηξεηηθά θαιή ππνδνρή ηνπ πξώηνπ 
ηεύρνπο καο νδήγεζε ζηε ζπλέρηζε ηεο 
πξνζπάζεηαο κέζσ ηνπ ɂȻɄɉ Club Ŭɒɛɥɝ 
Ɂůɕɏɛɥɝ Ʌɢɠɗɝŭɒɥɝ ȻɛɛɏŮɟɡ. 
Σν Newsletter κεηαηξέπεηαη πιένλ ζε 
πεξηνδηθό κε ηελ νλνκαζία "GreatPaws" 
πνπ εθηόο από ηηο "κεγάιεο παηνύζεο" ην 
"GP" πεξηγξάθεη θαη ηα αξρηθά ησλ 
Μεγάισλ Ππξελαίσλ (Great Pyrenees)! 
Σα θείκελα ζα είλαη θαηά θύξην ιόγν ζηα 
Αγγιηθά κε Διιεληθή πεξίιεςε θαη 
ζρνιηαζκό (θαηά πεξίζηαζε). 
H έθδνζε ζα είλαη εθεμήο δηκεληαία ελώ 
θαηά πεξηόδνπο ζα ζπλνδεύεηαη θαη από 
εηδηθά ζεκαηηθά έλζεηα. 
Καισζνξίζαηε ζην GreatPaws θαη ζαο 
εύρνκαη επράξηζηε αλάγλσζε! 

 
Ɂů Ųəɛəɚɟɩɡ ɣŭəɠůűəŰɜɟɩɡ, 

ũɘɎɜɜɖɠ ũŬɚŬŰɎɠ 
 
 
 
 
 

* Ο Δθδόηεο είλαη πξώελ ζηξαηησηηθόο ηαηξόο 
(Αιιεξγηνιόγνο/ \Αλνζνιόγνο) κε ηδηαίηεξν ελδηαθέξνλ 

ζηνπο ζθύινπο εξγαζίαο 
θαη επηπρήο ηδηνθηήηεο 4ΜΠ. 
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Pets Have Allergies Too  
By Dr. Gary Brummet 
Source: http://vetmed.illinois.edu/petcolumns/petcols_article_page.php?PETCOLID=2569&URL=0 
 
Just like people, pets may be afflicted with 
allergies. According to Dr. Gary Brummet, a 
primary care veterinarian at the Veterinary 
Teaching Hospital at the University of Illinois in 
Urbana, pets‟ allergies most commonly arise 
from environmental allergens, such as pollen, 
mold spores, house dust, and mites. 
“The pet‟s immune system overreacts to 
something that is otherwise considered 
innocuous,” explains Dr. Brummet. “The pet 
may not have a reaction the on the first 
encounter, yet when exposed a second and 
subsequent times, the immune system can 
mount an inappropriately strong response.”  
Some breeds are predisposed to allergies. 
In dogs, these include Westies, Labrador 
retrievers, Dalmatians, golden retrievers 
and boxers.  

However, any dog, regardless 

of breed, may develop 

allergies. Most allergies are seen in 

younger dogs between 6 months and four 
years of age. There are no particular cat 
breeds that appear to have a predisposition to 
allergens.  
In addition to environmental allergens, allergic 
reactions in animals may be caused by food 
allergies, 
fungi, and 
parasites, such 
as fleas and 
mites. 
How can a 
pet owner 
know if their pet 
has an allergy to 
something? Dr. 
Brummet 
explains that 
most allergic 
reactions in pets 
manifest as a problem in the 
skin. Animals can have an immediate reaction, 
with signs including facial swelling, hives or 
bumps on the skin. Animals with allergies 

commonly itch and lick their paws, and redness 
as well as skin lesions may be seen.  
A veterinarian can determine the cause of the 
allergy so appropriate treatment can be given 
to relieve the symptoms. “Diagnosis of an 
environmental allergy is based on a detailed 

history as well as serum or skin testing,” states 
Dr. Brummet. “These procedures will give the 
veterinarian information on what the pet is in 
contact with and if its environment is causing 
the reaction.” 
Currently there is no good test for food 
allergies. To rule out a food allergy, the 
veterinarian can prescribe a strict 
hypoallergenic diet. These special diets 
contain carbohydrates and protein that are not 
common in commercial diets, such as duck, 
lamb and kangaroo meat. The prescription 
diet is recommended for a trial period of 8 
weeks to see if the change in food brings about 
any improvement.  
Treatment of an environmental allergen can 

involve allergy shots that are tailored to 
what the pet is specifically allergic 
to. If the allergen is parasitic in nature 
(fleas or mites), then treatment involves 
eliminating the parasite.  
Dr. Brummet explains that avoiding 

allergic triggers may be difficult, especially 
if you are unsure of what the animal is reacting 

to. Special filters may be helpful in 
reducing house dust and allergens in 

the air. Bathing may also be beneficial to the 
pet if there is something on the skin that is 
causing discomfort.  
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Dr. Brummet recommends taking a pet to the 
veterinarian if an allergy is suspected so the 

pet can have relief from discomfort that 
allergies can bring.  

 
Dr. Gary Brummet is a primary care veterinarian at the Veterinary Teaching Hospital at the 

University of Illinois in Urbana. 

 

Καη νη ζθύινη όπσο θαη νη άλζξσπνη ππνθέξνπλ από αιιεξγίεο – επνρηθέο ή θαζόιε ηε δηάξθεηα ηνπ 
έηνπο. Η πξώηε εκπεηξία ηνπ Δθδόηε ήηαλ κε ηνλ Καίζαξα (Doberman) πξηλ από αξθεηέο δεθαεηίεο. 
Δπεηδή ε θπιή είλαη εμαηξεηηθά θνληόηξηρε ε εηθόλα ήηαλ εληππσζηαθή – λεζίδεο κε πνκθνύο θαη ηηο 
ηξίρεο όξζηεο! Υσξίο πόλν ή άιιε ελόριεζε αληηκεησπίζηεθαλ κε αληηηζηακηληθό ζηξόπη. Ίζσο έλαο 
ππνζπλείδεηνο ιόγνο γηα ηελ κεηέπεηηα επηινγή ηαηξηθήο εηδηθόηεηαο! J Καη ζηνπο ζθύινπο πξνεγείηαη 
κηα πεξίνδνο επαηζζεηνπνίεζεο ζε αεξναιιεξγηνγόλα (πρ. γύξεηο, αθάξεα νηθηαθήο ζθόλεο) ή ηξνθέο 

κεηά ηελ νπνία, ζε θάζε λέα έθζεζε 
εθδειώλνληαη ηα θιηληθά 
ζπκπηώκαηα. Αλ θαη δελ 
αλαθέξεηαη ζην άξζξν, ζήκεξα 
έρνπκε ηε δπλαηόηεηα λα θάλνπκε 
αιιεξγηθά tests θαη ζηνπο ζθύινπο 
(ηα ίδηα κε απηά πνπ γίλνληαη ζηνπο 
αλζξώπνπο – βιέπε εηθόλα) ελώ 
ππάξρεη ε επηπιένλ δπλαηόηεηα 
εξγαζηεξηαθήο δηεξεύλεζεο (αηκα-
ηνινγηθή εμέηαζε) γηα παξνπζία 
αληηζσκάησλ έλαληη πνηθηιίαο 
αιιεξγηνγόλσλ (δνθηκαζία RAST). 
Η πξνζεθηηθή παξαηήξεζε ηνπ 
ζθύινπ ζαο (θάηη πνπ γίλεηαη θαηά 

ηε δηάξθεηα ηνπ ηαθηηθνύ ρηελίζκαηνο ηνπ γηα παξάδεηγκα) ζα ζαο δώζεη ηηο πξώηεο ελδείμεηο όηη θάηη 
δελ πάεη θαιά – ηδίσο ζηα καθξύηξηρα Μεγάια Ππξελαία! Η ππναιιεξγηθέο δίαηηεο (κε αξλί, πάπηα ή 
θαγθνπξό ζα δείμεη εάλ ην πξόβιεκα είλαη ηξνθηθήο αηηηνινγίαο – ύθεζε ή απνδξνκή ησλ 
ζπκπησκάησλ ζε κεξηθέο εκέξεο. Διέγμηε εάλ ζηνλ θήπν ζαο έρεηε θπηά κε αγθάζηα ή θπηά πνπ 
θνιινύλ ζην ηξίρσκα – αξθεηά πξνθαινύλ αιιεξγίεο εμ επαθήο θαη νίδεκα ζην πξόζσπν ηνπ ζθύινπ. 

 

Dogsõ Itchiness May Indicate Atopic Dermatitis 
By Dr. Karen Campbell 
Source:http://vetmed.illinois.edu/petcolumns/petcols_article_page.php?PETCOLID=2548&URL=0 

Like people, pets suffer from allergies. 
Sometimes, these allergies are triggered by 
items commonly found in the pets‟ 

environment, such as pollens, mold, house 
dust, kapok (used as filling in pillows and 
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cushions), sawdust, human dander, and 
feathers, just to name a few.  
Dr. Karen Campbell, a veterinarian at the 
University of Illinois Veterinary Teaching 
Hospital in Urbana who is board certified in 
both internal medicine and dermatology, says 
that atopic dermatitis is a condition in which the 
immune system reacts too strongly or 
inappropriately to common environmental 
allergens that are absorbed through the skin. 
(The term òatopicó derives from the Greek 
word for òout of the wayó or òunusual.ó) 
òBetween 10 percent and 15 percent of the 
dog population has atopic dermatitis,ó says 
Dr. Campbell, “making it second only to flea 
allergy dermatitis in the number of dogs 
affected. These animals suffer from a 
dysfunction in their skin barrier that increases 
the absorption of allergens and decreases 
resistance to secondary infections.”  
The skin is the body‟s “first responder” against 
infection, and animals whose innate protection 
in the skin is compromised are more 
susceptible to skin infections. Signs of atopic 
dermatitis include scratching, hair loss, 
redness of the skin, sores, skin that is thick 
and leathery due to scratching, and skin 
that is flaky. The itching and rashes 
typically affect the face (photo), ears, legs, 
feet, armpits, and groin region. 
Owners may also notice their pet reverse 
sneezing and sweating. Inflammation of the 
lining of the eyelids (conjunctivitis) is another 
condition associated with atopic dermatitis. 
In order to diagnose atopic dermatitis, 
veterinarians consider the type and distribution 
of the rashes, the breed of dog, and whether 
the condition appears to be seasonal or 
chronic. The age of onset is also an important 
diagnostic clue. 
òIn about 75 percent of affected dogs, the 
signs first arise between 6 months and 3 
years of age,ó says Dr. Campbell. “It is rare for 
onset to occur in dogs over 7 years of age, 
unless the pet has moved to a new 
environment in which there are new allergens.” 
Breeds that are genetically predisposed to 
this condition include terriers, beagles, Irish 
and English setters, Lhasa Apsos, pugs, 
English bulldogs, miniature schnauzers, 
Labradors, and golden retrievers.  
Atopic dermatitis can be seasonal. 
According to Dr. Campbell, most dogs begin to 
show signs between the spring and fall months. 

About three-quarters of affected dogs will be 
afflicted all year round. 
A blood test to determine the presence of 
an antibody called IgE to specific allergens 
may help with the diagnosis. An increase in 

allergen-specific IgE usually means that there 
is an overreaction of the body to that allergen. 
Veterinarians can also perform a skin test on a 

patient with suspected atopic dermatitis to help 
identify the allergen associated with the 
disease so that the appropriate treatment can 
be provided, although a skin test alone does 
not give a definitive diagnosis of atopy.  
“In trying to figure out the cause of the allergy, 
a veterinarian must also rule out external 
parasites, such as fleas or demodex (a mite 
that causes mange); a food allergy; or 
inflammatory disorders such as an infection, 
dry skin, or some other irritant that is causing 
the itching,” says Dr. Campbell. 
Once the specific allergen has been 
determined, the appropriate treatment can 
begin. Avoiding the allergen may not be 
practical in some situations, but for dogs that 
are allergic to cottonseed, for example, keeping 
them off mattresses and upholstery would be 
beneficial. 
Since the allergens are absorbed through the 
skin, giving an affected dog a weekly bath to 
wash off any allergens on the skin may also be 
helpful. 
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If avoiding the allergen and bathing the animal 
are not providing relief from itching, a 
veterinarian can prescribe medications to 
control the itchiness or may recommend 

immunotherapy, a series of injections that 
desensitize the animal to the allergen. 
For more information about atopic dermatitis in 
dogs, please contact your local veterinarian. 

 
Dr. Karen Campbell earned University of Missouri animal science and veterinary medicine 

degrees with highest honors. She studied veterinary internal medicine, surgery and clinical 

pathology at Auburn University and The University of Georgia. She is board-certified in 

veterinary internal medicine and dermatology. She has served on the University of Illinois 

Veterinary Medicine faculty since 1983. Her research in dermatology resulted in publication 

of >100 scientific papers, 23 book chapters and numerous lectures domestically and globally. 

She has authored/co-authored 6 textbooks and served in various offices including president of 

the American College of Veterinary Dermatology. She enjoys having a variety of companion 

animals as pets, including horses. 

 

Πνζνζηό 10-15% ησλ ζθπιηώλ πάζρνπλ από έθδεκα (ή αηνπηθή δεξκαηίηηδα). Δμ απηώλ ζην 75% ζα 
εθδειώζνπλ ηελ πάζεζε ζηελ ειηθία ησλ 6 κελώλ έσο 3 εηώλ. Δπηπρώο ηα ΜΠ δελ αλήθνπλ ζηελ 
θαηεγνξία ησλ ζθύισλ κε γλσζηή εππάζεηα ζηε ζπγθεθξηκέλε λόζν – όπσο ηα ιακπξαληόξ ή ηα 
ζέηηεξο. ηελ δεμηά θσηνγξαθία εληνπίδνληαη νη πεξηνρέο πνπ ζπλήζσο πξνζβάιινληαη. Κύξηα 
ραξαθηεξηζηηθά είλαη ν θλεζκόο, ε απώιεηα ηξηρώλ θαη ε εξπζξόηεηα/απνιέπηζε ηνπ δέξκαηνο. 
Δξγαζηεξηαθά κπνξεη λα ηεθκεξησζεί ην αιιεξγηθό πξνθίι αηκαηνινγηθά (επίπεδα νιηθήο 
αλνζνζθαηξίλεο Δ – IgE θαη δνθηκαζίεο RAST ζε αεξναιιεξγηνγόλα θαη ηξνθέο [όπσο θαη ζηνπο 
αλζξώπνπο]), λα ιεθζνύλ νξηζκέλα κέηξα πεξηβαιινληηθνύ ειέγρνπ αλάινγα κε ην αιιεξγηνγόλν θαη 
εάλ ε θαηάζηαζε δελ ειέγρεηαη, λα ρνξεγεζνύλ ηα αλάινγα θάξκαθα. Σν εβδνκαδηαίν κπάλην βνεζά 
ζηελ απνκάθξπλζε ησλ αιιεξγηνγόλσλ από ην δέξκα αιιά θαη ζηελ ελπδάησζε ηνπ. 

 
 

Be Lungworm Aware 
Source: http://www.dfordog.co.uk/article-be-lungworm-aware.html 
 
Lungworm infection in dogs, caused by the 
parasite Angiostrongylus vasorum, is 
spreading. A recent nationwide survey of UK 

vets has revealed that 
over 25 per cent of 
those questioned had 
either confirmed or 
suspected a case of this 
potentially fatal condition, 

yet as few as six per cent of dog owners had 
even heard of the disease. 
Lungworm (spread by slugs and snails) is now 
a nationwide threat to dogs. 
Dogs become infected with the lungworm 
through eating slugs and snails which carry 
the larvae of the parasite. Infections were 
most common in parts of Ireland, Wales and 
southern England. However, recent outbreaks 

as far north as Scotland 
mean the parasite 

is now a nationwide 
threat. 
With this in mind, 

Bayer Animal Health 

has launched a „Be Lungworm Aware‟ 
campaign to help raise the profile of this 
parasite amongst dog owners. The initiative 
aims to make a wide range of advice available, 
including signs of 
infection and how 
to obtain 
treatment, and to 
promote the 
benefits of a 
parasite control 
programme that 
takes into account 
the risk of dogs 
becoming infected. 
 Lungworm is a 
particularly 
dangerous condition as if left untreated, it is 
often fatal. Signs to look out for include 
coughing, reluctance to exercise, depression, 
weight loss, fits, vomiting, diarrhoea, 
weakness, paralysis and persistent bleeding 
from even small cuts. Dogs known to eat slugs 
and snails should also be considered 



Club Φίλων Μεγάλων Πυρηναίων Ελλάδος – Τεύχος (Vol.) 2/2014 

 

pyrclubgr.yolasite.com 

9 

candidates for a check up with a vet, even if 
they are showing no outward signs of infection. 
“The condition has become a nationwide threat 
to the canine population, however awareness 
of this particular lungworm is low,” commented 
Bayer Animal Health. “The „Be Lungworm 
Aware‟ campaign aims to educate owners on 
the risks associated with infection and 
encourage them to visit their vet for further 
information and to discuss their dogs‟ parasite 
protection plan.” 
 
Lungworm background - Killer disease of 
dogs 
The lungworm Angiostrongylus vasorum is a 
potentially lethal parasite that can infect dogs, 
and is spreading across the UK. 
Sometimes referred to as the French 
Heartworm, left untreated this parasite 
represents a very serious risk to a dog‟s health 
and can kill. On a positive note, increased 
awareness amongst vets of the condition and 
the availability of an effective spot-on flea and 
worm product means that vets are well placed 
to manage the disease. 

 Dogs catch lungworm through eating slugs 
and snails which carry the larvae of the 
parasite. While most dogs do not habitually 

eat slugs and snails, they may do so by 
accident e.g. when a slug or snail is sitting 
on a bone or a favourite toy, or when 
drinking from a puddle or outdoor water 
bowl. 
Some dogs take great pleasure in eating these 
miniature „treats‟, and should be considered at 
risk from infection. 
Foxes can also become infected, and the 
increase in urban fox populations might be a 
reason for the spread of the parasite across the 
country. 
In addition, global warming has been 
suggested as a factor for the movement of the 
lungworm to the north of the UK, with warmer 
weather allowing the parasite to survive in 
areas seemingly too cold in the past. 
There are many signs to be aware of, although 
an infected dog may appear totally healthy. 
Coughing, reluctance to exercise, depression, 
weight loss, fits, vomiting, diarrhoea and 
persistent bleeding from even minor cuts are all 
possible signs. Dogs under the age of two 
appear to be more susceptible than older 
dogs, though dogs of all ages and breeds can 

be affected. The wide range of 
signs can easily be confused 
with other illnesses so 
contacting your veterinary 
practice is important. Early 
diagnosis by a vet, followed by 
appropriate treatment, will 
usually lead to a full recovery. 
If you suspect your dog may 
have eaten a slug or a snail or 
is exhibiting any of the signs of 
lungworm, it is important that 
you make an appointment at 
your vet for a check-up. Your 
vet can perform a relatively 
simple test that can help 
determine whether your dog is 
infected. 
 
Hints and tips to help 
prevent lungworm adversely 
affecting your dog 
Lungworm is now being 
reported by vets across 
many parts of the UK, 
including Scotland. However, 
there's no reason why this 

potentially fatal disease should present your 
dog with any particular problems. 
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A little extra vigilance and a few simple 
precautions could avoid any suffering should 
your dog come into contact with this particularly 
nasty parasite. 
Be vigilant 
• Watch to see if your dog likes eating slugs 
and/or snails, particularly in spring and autumn 
when these molluscs are more prevalent 
• Know your dog – signs of the disease are 
varied and can easily be confused with other 
ailments, so keep an eye out for anything 
unexpected. Signs of the disease include: 
- reluctance to exercise (ɏɠɝɗŰɗ ɏŰɚɗŰɗɡ) 
- coughing (ɔɑɣŭɡ) 
- depression (ɚŭűɏɘɛəɤɗ) 
- weight loss (ŭˋɪɛůəŭ ɔɏɠɟɢɡ) 
- fits 
- vomiting (ɐɜůűɟə) 
- weakness (ŭŮɢɝŭɜɒŭ) 

- paralysis/inability to walk (ˋŭɠɏɛɢŰɗ/ ŭŮɢ-
ɝŭɜɒŭ ɔɏŮəŰɗɡ) 
- excessive bleeding from even minor wounds 
(ŮɢŰŭɝɏɛɟɕɗ ŭəɜɟɠɠŭɕɒŭ ŭˋɨ ɜəɚɠɏ 
űɠŭɩɜŭűŭ) 
 
• Contact your vet if you have any concerns, 
your dog habitually eats slugs or snails, or if 
see any of the signs described above 
 
Where possible, take precautions 
• Avoid the use of outdoor drinking water and 
food bowls which often attract slugs or snails – 
there is evidence that slime trails can infect a 
dog if they are eaten; 
• Don't leave your dog's toys, chews or bones 
in the garden as they can attract snails; 
• Ask your vet for a parasite control programme 
that takes into account the risk of dogs 
becoming infected 

 

Ȼɒɝŭə űůɛəɚɏ űŭ Űŭɛəɕɚɏɠəŭ ůˋəɚɒɝŮɢɝŭ ɕəŭ űŭ Űɚɢɛəɏ ɜŭɡ; ȴŰɟ ɚŭə ɝŭ Ųŭɒɝůűŭə ŭˋɒŰűůɢűɟ, 

ȻȾɂȸȾ!!! Σν παξάζηην Angiostrongylus vasorum ππάξρεη ζηα ζαιηγθάξηα θαη ηνπο ɔɡɛɜɞůɎɚɘŬɔəŮɠ 

κε απνηέιεζκα ε θαηάπνζε ηνπο λα κεηαθέξεη ηα απγά ηνπ παξαζίηνπ ζηνλ νξγαληζκό ηνπ ζθύινπ. Οη 
ζθύινη ειηθίαο κηθξόηεξεο ησλ 2 εηώλ είλαη πιένλ επηξξεπείο. Όκσο δελ είλαη κόλνλ ε βξώζε πνπ 
πξνθαιεί ην πξόβιεκα: πνιιά ζαιηγθάξηα πεξπαηνύλ πάλσ ζε θόθθαια ή παηγλίδηα ηνπ ζθύινπ 
γεκίδνληαο ηα κε ην κνιπζκέλν ζάιην ηνπο! Έηζη κελ αθήλεηε πεηακέλα παηγλίδηα θαη θόθθαια ζηνλ 
θήπν ή ην κπνι κε ην λεξό όηαλ ν ζθύινο δελ ην ρξεζηκνπνηεί. Ιδηαίηεξε πξνζνρή κεηά από ηηο πξώηεο 
βξνρέο πνπ ηα ζαιηγθάξηα θάλνπλ καδηθά ηελ εκθάληζε ηνπο. Σα ζπκπηώκαηα θαη ζεκεία ηεο λόζνπ 
δελ είλαη ραξαθηεξηζηηθά θαη κπνξεί λα πξνθαιέζνπλ δηαγλσζηηθό πξόβιεκα. εκεηώλεηαη όηη ε ελ 
ιόγσ παξαζίησζε κπνξεί ζε παξακειεκέλεο πεξηπηώζεηο λα απνβεί κνηξαία γηα ηνλ ζθύιν. Γηα κηα 
αθόκε θνξά: ν ζθύινο ζαο πξέπεη λα είλαη πάληα ππό δηαξθή επηηήξεζε. Θα αθήλαηε έλα κηθξό παηδί 
ρσξίο παξαθνινύζεζε ζηνλ θήπν γηα ώξεο; 

 
 
 

Can the Ebola virus infect our pet dogs or cats?  
Source: http://pethealthcare.co.za/PetFriendly/Articles/10-facts-about-ebola-virus 
 
Before we get to answer this question, let's get to understand what the Ebola virus is: 
 
10 Facts to know about the Ebola Virus 
1. Ebola virus disease (EVD) or Ebola hemorrhagic fever (EHF) is a disease of humans and other 

primates. 
2. Symptoms start 2 days to 3 weeks after contracting the virus, with a fever, sore throat, muscle pain, 

and headaches. Typically nausea, vomiting, and diarrhoea follow, along with decreased functioning 
of the liver and kidneys. Around this time, affected people may begin to bleed both within the body 
and externally. 
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3. The virus may be acquired upon contact with blood or bodily fluids of an infected animal (commonly 
monkeys or fruit bats) or a symptomatic person or through exposure through objects (such as 
needles) that have been contaminated with infected secretions. 

4. Spread through the air has not been documented in the natural environment. 
5. Symptoms may appear anywhere from 2 to 21 days after exposure to Δbola virus though 8-10 days 

is most common. 
6. Non-human primates, bats, and rodents are suspected to be capable of carrying the disease, and 

contact with blood or secretions from these animals, or the ingestion of infected meat (e.g. the wild 
meat trade in West Africa), may lead to transmission of the disease to a person. Bats are the most 
likely source, according to the Centre for Disease Control, at least in the case of the most recent 
disease outbreak being experienced in West Africa. However, the actual natural reservoir for the 
disease does remain unknown at this time. 

7. There is no evidence (through clinical studies or any reputable source) that cats can be infected 
and/or can be a source of transmission. The bad news is that there is also no evidence to the 
contrary. 

8. Based on what we know about the disease, the virus, and how Ebola is spread, it seems unlikely 
that our pet cats are at risk.  

9. There is no mention about dogs and the risks that they incur, but there is little cause for worry, 
particularly for pets that are housed indoors and do not eat raw meat. 

10. There is no specific treatment for the disease at this moment in time. 
 

The question remains:  Can the Ebola Virus affect dogs or cats? 
As of 17 August 2014 there is ɂɄ known evidence that it can or cannot affect cats or 
dogs and research continues.  It is deadly to humans and there is no known cure for it to 
date. 
 

Δίλαη ζε όινπο γλσζηή ε επηδεκία από ηνλ ηό Δκπνια πνπ καζηίδεη ηηο ρώξεο ηεο Γπηηθήο Αθξηθήο 
ηνπο ηειεπηαίνπο κήλεο. Σνλ Οθηώβξην κηα Ιζπαλίδα λνζειεύηξηα πνπ θξόληηδε αζζελή κε Δκπνια ν 
νπνίνο ηειηθά θαηέιεμε, ήηαλ ε πξώηε αζζελήο πνπ πξνζβιήζεθε από ηνλ ηό εθηόο Αθξηθήο. Σν ζέκα 
πξνέθπςε όηαλ νη αξρέο ηεο Ιζπαλίαο απνθάζηζαλ λα θάλνπλ επζαλαζία ζηνλ ζθύιν ηεο νηθνγέλεηαο 
γηα ην ελδερόκελν λα κεηαδώζεη ηνλ ηό ζε άιινπο αλζξώπνπο. Οη ζθύινη δελ λνζνύλ από ηνλ 
ζαλαηεθόξν ηό αιιά κπνξνύλ λα ηνλ κεηαδώζνπλ κε ην ζάιην ηνπο ή κε ην δάγθσκα. ηε Ληβεξία, 
επεηδή νη λεθξνί από ηελ επηδεκία ζάβνληαη επηθαλεηαθά, άγξηα ζθπιηά μεζάβνπλ ηα πηώκαηα κε 
απνηέιεζκα λα κνιύλνληαη από ηνλ ηό ηνλ νπνίν κπνξεί λα κεηαθέξνπλ αθόκε θαη ζε άιιε ρώξα (πρ. 
πξόζθαηα ζηε ελεγάιε). Όκσο ε Ιζπαλία δελ είλαη Ληβεξία. Ο ζθύινο είλαη ζε ειεγρόκελν 
πεξηβάιινλ θαη ζε ηειηθή αλάιπζε ζα κπνξνύζαλ λα γίλνπλ νη θαηάιιειεο εμεηάζεηο γηα λα 
δηαπηζησζεί ε θαηάζηαζε ηεο πγείαο ηνπ. Όκσο θαίλεηαη όηη πγεηνλνκηθό ζύζηεκα δελ ιεηηνύξγεζε 
όπσο ζα έπξεπε θαη ππήξμε ελδνλνζνθνκεηαθή κόιπλζε ιόγσ πιεκκειώλ κέηξσλ αηνκηθήο 
πξνζηαζίαο ηνπ πξνζσπηθνύ. Έηζη ζε θαηάζηαζε παληθνύ ην ζύζηεκα πξνζπαζεί λα θιείζεη ηξύπεο 
κε αλόεηεο απνθάζεηο. Αιιά ν ζθύινο είλαη απιά έλα έκβην πιάζκα θαη ε επζαλαζία ε εύθνιε ιύζε… 
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