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Χαιρεηιζμός Εκδόηη* 
 
Μηαο θαη ν Όκηινο καο είλαη αθφκε ζηα 
ζπάξγαλα απφ πιεπξάο δξαζηεξηνηήησλ, ηα 
πξψηα ηεχρε ηνπ Newsletter ζα πεξηέρνπλ 
ελεκεξσηηθά ρξεζηηθά άξζξα γηα ηα Μεγάια 
Ππξελαία (ΜΠ) πνπ ζα ζπλδξάκνπλ ζηελ 
ελεκέξσζε ησλ λέσλ ηδηνθηεηψλ ΜΠ ελψ θαη νη 
πεξηζζφηεξν έκπεηξνη ζα βξνπλ πιεξνθνξίεο 
πνπ ίζσο έςαρλαλ. 
Δπηιέμακε ηα θείκελα λα είλαη πξσηίζησο ζηα 
Αγγιηθά κε ζπλνδφ πεξίιεςε θαη ζρφιηα ζηα 
Διιεληθά γηα ιφγνπο επθνιίαο θαη απφ ην 
γεγνλφο φηη δελ ππάξρνπλ αληίζηνηρα θείκελα 
απφ ηνλ δηθφ καο ρψξν. 
Δπειπηζηνχκε ζηε ζπλέρεηα θαη κε ηε ζπλδξνκή 
ζαο, ηα Διιεληθά θείκελα λα έρνπλ απμεκέλε 
παξνπζία θαζψο ε  κεηαθνξά γλψζεο είλαη ην 
θιεηδί γηα ηε βειηίσζε ηεο θπιήο θαη ηελ 
αξκνληθή ζπκβίσζε αλζξψπσλ θαη ΜΠ. 
H έθδνζε ζα είλαη ηξηκεληαία ελψ θαηά 
πεξηφδνπο ζα ζπλνδεχεηαη θαη απφ εηδηθά 
ζεκαηηθά έλζεηα. 

 
Δθ κέξνπο ηεο Γηνηθνχζαο Δπηηξνπήο ζαο 

θαισζνξίδσ ζην Newsletter θαη ζαο εχρνκαη 
επράξηζηε αλάγλσζε! 

 
Με θηιηθνύο ραηξεηηζκνύο, 

Γιάννης Γαλαηάς 
 
 
 
 
 

* Ο Δθδφηεο είλαη πξψελ ζηξαηησηηθφο ηαηξφο (Αιιεξγηνιφγνο/ 
\Αλνζνιφγνο) κε ηδηαίηεξν ελδηαθέξνλ ζηνπο ζθχινπο εξγαζίαο 

θαη επηπρήο ηδηνθηήηεο 4ΜΠ. 
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Working dogs: What Is Their Job? 
By Catherine de la Cruz (Poste de Pompier Working Great Pyrenees) 
Source: http://www.cgpr.org/what-is-a-livestock-guardian-dog 

 
The original purpose of the Anatolian, Kommondor, Kuvasz, Maremma, Pyr and similar breeds was to 
protect livestock from predators. The Livestock Guardian Dogs (LGDs) share some common traits: they 
are about the same size and color as the livestock they were bred to guard; they exhibit the traits of 
―responsibility‖ (the tendency to remain with the livestock) and ―reportability‖ (regular checking-in with 
the human caretaker of the flock.) There are many more similarities among the LGD breeds than there 
are differences between them. Some breeds, like Pyrs, were developed for tractability around people; 
others, like Tibetan Mastiffs, were developed for hostility toward those not of their camp – most LGDs 
fall somewhere in the middle. 
For thousands of years, the economies of Europe and Asia alike were agricultural/pastoral. The LGDs 
were an essential part of the economy and dogs, like people, were judged solely on their ability to work. 
Then, 150 years ago, the Industrial Revolution began to change that; two World Wars and fifty years of 
―me-first‖ consumerism continued to change the face of the world inalterably. 
With the exception of Australia and New Zealand, sheep populations world-wide have declined 
dramatically. It is no longer necessary for every family to own enough sheep to produce the wool for 
mother to spin and weave into clothing for the family. Cities have replaced farms, houses have replaced 
yurts and huts and the only predator that threatens the livelihood of most people is two-legged. In the 
United States, sheep production has been steadily declining since the 1940′s; there are now fewer that 
10 million sheep in the entire country. Ninety percent of those are in the hands of 10% of the growers; 
the remaining one million sheep are found in backyard and family farm flocks of 50 or less. The situation 
is similar throughout Europe and Eurasia.  In short, just as our own jobs are now different from that of 
our ancestors, and the skills needed for those jobs are different, so do our dogs have different jobs, 
requiring different skills than did their ancestors in the Old World. 
In France, it was acceptable for the Great Pyrenees to wander the village during the winter when her 
sheep were stabled in the farm yard. When spring came she would follow her sheep to the mountains. 
The tendency to travel great distances that was originally a positive trait is a now liability in a country 
crossed with highways and heavy traffic. In Tibet, a stranger in the camp was usually up to no good and 
a Tibetan Mastiff that could pull down a man on horseback was highly valued. Such aggression in our 
society today would lead quickly to lawsuits and the destruction of the dog. 
So, the question of ―transferrable skills‖ arises today as much for our dogs as for ourselves. An LGD 
needs ―reliability‖ and ―reportability‖ as much in his job as family watchdog as he does as a livestock 



Ο.ΠΤΡ.ΕΛ. Newsletter – Σεύχος (Vol.) 1/2014 

 

pyrclubgr.yolasite.com 

5 

guardian. What differs is his reaction to stimuli. The barking behavior that warns predators that 
something larger has staked a claim to territory becomes ―problem‖ behavior when indulged on a city 
lot. The Mark-Warn-Chase-Attack sequence that serves to keep livestock safe from wolves must be 
truncated after the Warning behavior if the dog‘s owners are to remain safe from charges of harboring a 
vicious dog. The sharp temperament that indicated a good working dog in the high mountains finds little 
place in a family whose members freely bring strangers to trespass the dog‘s territory. 
There are those in the business of raising LGDs who advocate ―going back to nature‖, ―doing it like the 
Old Country‖ or ―breeding only for `working ability.‘‖ The reality is that we live in the time and the place 
that we do and few of our dogs will spend their lives wandering the unfenced range with their sheep. 
Even those of us who breed specifically for ―working dogs‖ -i.e. dogs who will spend their entire life with 
the livestock, not interacting with families – recognize that, just as there are few ―100% successful 
show‖ litters, so there are few ―100% successful working‖ litters. I was once asked, during a 
Congressional hearing, whether I culled my guardian-dog litters, and what I did with the culls. Tongue-
in-cheek, I replied, ―I sell them as show dogs.‖ 
Even if every commercial sheep producer were to use LGDs, there would still be a surplus of dogs – 
dogs that don‘t exhibit responsibility, dogs that have the ―wrong‖ disposition for the circumstances. 
There would still be people who may have never seen a live sheep, but want to own a LGD for reasons 
of their own. (Witness the number of people who don‘t hunt, but own Golden Retrievers.) So it becomes 
our responsibility, as owners and breeders of a large guardian breed, to recognize that behaviors that 
once were useful may now be liabilities. If we are considering breeding, we must ask ourselves the big 
―WHY‖ – Why am I breeding? What do I hope to produce? Have I studied enough individuals of this 
breed to really understand their behavior? Is it possible for me to spend enough time educating would-
be buyers about those behaviors – and turn down those that I don‘t feel really need this breed? 
Rather than sidetrack ourselves into specious arguments – type-vs-soundness, show-vs-working, 
inbreeding-vs-outcrossing – we need to take an unbiased look at the realities presented in our society. 
We need to pay attention to the anti-dog legislation making its way into our communities, and start to 
educate ourselves as well as the public about the responsibilities of dog ownership in general and LGD 
ownership, in particular. If we don‘t, we have only ourselves to blame when we find our beautiful 
guardians legislated out of existence. 
 
Biography of Catherine de la Cruz 
I have owned and bred Great Pyrenees dogs for over 30 years; I also raise sheep (in fenced pastures.) 
My present show dog is of my own breeding; he has five generations of OFA-clear dogs behind him; he 
and his entire litter cleared OFA Good or Excellent. He spent his first three years in the pasture, taking 
responsibility for a large band of purebred sheep. I bathe him on Friday night, bring him into the house 
(which he respects as ―my‖ territory, so doesn‘t raise a leg to mark it), show him on the weekend, then 
return him to his sheep Sunday evening. He is protective in the field, friendly at the shows. He is an 
example of what I consider to be a Livestock Guardian Dog for today‘s times. 
 

 

Doggy Dating 
Source: http://www.doggydating.com/en 
 
With the free DoggyDating App, owners can see with one click on the map where other dogs are playing 

or walking in the area. Even a social 
playdate (walk) can be organized, and it's 

very simple. Each dog has its own profile 
with name, photo, breed and 
characteristics. Talking a gamble 
and going to the park with the hope 
of meeting a nice dog is a thing of 
the past. With DoggyDating, you're 

certain of a succesful outing every time! 
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Here's how the DoggyDating app works:  
 

 

1. Your dog is ready to go out...  
However strong the bond between a dog and his owner, contact 
with other dogs remains important for the dog's well-being. And 
for the owners, it's much more fun to take the dogs out together! 
 

 

2. Check-in and see where other dogs are in the area...  
When you go walking with the dog, you check in and indicate 
how long you plan to be walking. From that moment, your 
location is visible on the map for other owners. You see on the 
map wich dogs are already checked in and where Playdates are 
organized. It's very simple to organize a playdate yourself and to 
invite others to it. 
 

 

3. Find each other...  
By clicking om "join" you sign up for a Playdate/walk, and see 
wich dogs are going along. Share the enjoyment of the fun that 
the dogs have. You can invite playmates of your dog to your 
friend list. Then you get a notification when these dogs go out, 
and you can invite them for your Playdates. 
 

Check regulary to see if there are fun new Playdates near you, or make 
one yourself. 
DoggyDating offers you: 
  
* Never again wait in the park, wondering where the other dogs are 
* A list with Playdates and walks 
* A map with the location of dogs that are out at the time 
* Quickley and easily make contact with the other dog owners 
* Organize Playdates and walks and invite others to them 
* Your dog learns social behavior and to function in a pack 
* Add favorites: You then get a message as soon as these dogs go out 
* Safe for late walks or in remote areas 
* Send free messages to users 
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ΦΟΛΙΟ: Γελ είλαη γλσζηφ πσο ε εθαξκνγή ππνζηεξίδεηαη ζηελ Διιάδα. Όκσο είλαη κηα θαιή ηδέα 

ε νπνία κπνξεί ζην κέιινλ λα εθαξκνζηεί θαη ζηα κέξε καο θαζψο ζπκβάιιεη ζηελ θνηλσληθνπνίεζε 
ησλ ζθχισλ. Δάλ ηε ρξεζηκνπνηήζεηε ζηείιηε καο ηα ζρφιηα θαη ηελ εκπεηξία ζαο! 
 

Great Pyrenees "Quirks" 
Source: http://www.great-pyrenees.us/great_pyrenees_right_dog_for_you.htm 
 
Not sure if a Great Pyrenees is right for you?  If any of the points below trigger an uncertainty, a Great 
Pyrenees may not be the best choice for you or your family.  Before we share the negative comments, 
understand that we believe a Great Pyrenees is one of the finest, most loyal and friendliest dogs you 
could possibly find.  However, they do have their "quirks" and some of these aspects could prove 
disastrous in the wrong setting. If you're a jogger and you want a companion to accompany you on 
those long marathons, this is NOT the dog you want.  Pyrs are not long-distance runners and tire more 
readily than other breeds.  Our Lilly loves to go for brisk walks, but when she gets tired she will just stop 
- and lay down, and it's hard to do much with a head strong 100 pound pooped pooch.  
 
 Light sleeper?  Or do you live in a close-in neighborhood or apartment complex?  If so, you may 

want to think about a different breed.  Great Pyrenees are like teenagers... boisterous and nocturnal 
- and they mind just as well as teenagers.  They're barkers!  Because they are such good 
watchdogs, Pyrs bark at everything and when they are young and everything is new... everything 
merits a bark.  They find their voice early.  I remember thinking how cute it was when our Lilly first 
barked.  It seemed that within days she developed a deep bark (and a growl) - and decided she 
liked using it.  Obviously, this can be a 
problem in a neighborhood or apartment.  
 

 Climate?  I know that people all over the 
country own Great Pyrenees, but these are a 
"Northern breed" of dog and they prefer cold 
weather.  Even as a puppy, our Pyr would 
stretch her pink belly on the snow and sleep 
in single digit temps!   

 
 Inside companion?  Pyr's make great ranch 

and farm dogs, they like to patrol and make 
the rounds (barking at everything - and 
nothing).  They prefer to be outside - in any weather.  This is not a good choice for a "house pet" that 
will be confined for long periods of time.  They need room to roam!  

 
 Gentle Giants?  Great Pyrenees are called 

"gentle giants" and the name fits them well as 
it relates to their interaction with children and 
cats, etc.  But don't confuse the word "gentle" 
with docile or wimpy.  These are very strong 
dogs and a leisurely stroll is something that is 
a rarity.  This dog can drag you down the road 
if it sees or smells something it wishes to 
pursue.  If I were 65 years old with a hip 
replacement, I'd not want to take a Pyr for a 
walk. 

 
 Apartment dweller?  If you live in an apartment, it is our opinion that this is not a good dog for you.  

Although some people do live in an apartment with a Pyr, we don't think this is fair to the dog.  
These are BIG creatures and like any dog, they like to romp and run.  An apartment does not 



Ο.ΠΤΡ.ΕΛ. Newsletter – Σεύχος (Vol.) 1/2014 

 

pyrclubgr.yolasite.com 

8 

provide an ideal setting for such a pooch.  Pyrs prefer to be outside - in ANY weather and the colder 
the better.   

 

Μεξηθνί ιόγνη γηα ηνπο νπνίνπο ηα Μ Ππξελαία δελ είλαη ε θαηάιιειε επηινγή γηα εζάο: 

 Έρεηε θνληηλνχο γείηνλεο ή κέλεηε ζε πεξηνρή κε πνιπθαηνηθίεο; Σα Μ Ππξελαία ―γαπγίδνπλ‖ (ηδίσο 
ην βξάδπ) – απηή είλαη θαη ε θχζε ηνπο σο θχιαθεο θνπαδηψλ! 

 Μέλεηε ζε πεξηνρή πνπ ην θιίκα είλαη δεζηφ; Σα Μ Ππξελαία είλαη επηπρηζκέλα ζε πεξηνρέο κε θξχν 
θαη ζεξκνθξαζίεο κνλνςήθηεο!  

 Γελ έρεηε θήπν; Πξφβιεκα! Γηαηί ηα Μ Ππξελαία ζέινπλ ην ρψξν ηνπο γηα άζθεζε θαη θίλεζε. Οη 
βφιηεο δελ είλαη πάληα αξθεηέο… 

 Δπγεληθνί γίγαληεο! ΝΑΗ! Αιιά ζα πξέπεη λα έρεηε ηελ αλάινγε θπζηθή θαηάζηαζε γηα λα ηα 
ρεηξηζηείηε. Ση ζα γίλεη εάλ ζηε βφιηα απνθαζίζεη φηη ζέιεη λα δεη θάηη ή λα θπλεγήζεη θάηη? Έλαο 
ζθχινο 60-80 θηιψλ δελ είλαη εχθνιε ππφζεζε – ηδίσο εάλ ν ηδηνθηήηεο δελ είλαη έκπεηξνο ή είλαη 
θάπνηαο ειηθίαο! 

 

Pyrs as Pets 
By Dan & Paula Lane 
Source: http://www.bountifulfarm.com/pyrsaspets.html 
 
We are often asked if Pyrs make good pets and if we would sell a Great Pyrenees for a pet. 
Our answer to both is an unequivocal yes but...  
The but... means that there are some things you should know about Pyrs before you can even think 
about making an intelligent decision about whether a Great Pyrenees should be your choice for a pet:    
 

 

Pyrs can be loving and enjoyable 

pets.  Here is Barrèges lounging 

in her favorite relaxing position 

and again relaxing with Pierre. 

 

1.  Pyrs drool.  Drool isn't necessarily something we think about often when we think of pets.  We 
usually think about love and petting and loyalty.  Well, Pyrs are loving and loyal and they love to be 
petted but the fact is they drool, too.  Some are bigger droolers than others but when any Pyr drinks 
water in your home, you're going to be walking in water over what can sometimes be a considerable 
area, depending on how far your Pyr moves immediately after drinking.  This may not be a subject 
included in your dreams about a really great dog but it's one you need to include if you think that really 
great dog might be a Pyr.  
 
2.  Pyrs shed.  Great Pyrenees have a beautiful coat.  It's a gorgeous, self-cleaning, relatively 
maintenance-free coat for an LGD.  For a pet, it's still gorgeous, not quite as self-cleaning as we'd like, 
and quite a bit higher maintenance.  Part of the reason that the Pyrs' coat tends to take care of itself is 
that the coat sheds hairs, lots of them, so that you will have a hair coat on any furniture or carpet where 
your Pyr lies.  If you have tile or hardwood, the hair based dust bunnies can grow to truly staggering 
proportions unless you keep that dust mop busy on a regular basis.  Owners of Great Pyrenees never 
wear dark clothing.  All of this is during the normal part of the year.  Pyrs do what is called "blowing their 
coat" usually on an annual basis although some dogs will do it twice a year.  Blowing the coat might be 
compared to Spring Housecleaning for the Pyr's coat.  Almost everything must go!  Great clumps of hair 
can be gently pulled from the coat or they fall out.  The Gorgeous coat starts to look a little thin and 
raggedy as it's "out with old and in with the new". During this time the mild distribution of Pyr hair on all 
domestic items seems insignificant compared to the explosion of hair during the "blowing of the coat".  
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3.  Pyrs roam.  Great Pyrenees have been bred for thousands of years to keep their territory free from 
predators.  To them, this often means they need to run patrols beyond their boundaries to ensure that 
predators are not sneaking up on the Pyrs' home territory.  In the Pyrenees Mountains, this worked 
well.  It also works in the huge ranches of the Southwestern US.  It doesn't work well in a city, a small 
town, or even in the countryside in most areas of our country.  To protect the Pyr from its own instincts 
which may lead to being hit by a car, being shot by a neighbor, being apprehended by the local Animal 
Control Authorities,  being adopted by some well-meaning pet needy family, being stolen for research, 
or any of several other less-than-desirable alternatives, Pyrs must never be allowed out without being 
on a leash or in a Pyr-proof fenced enclosure.  Pyrs will lie and tell you they'll be good and stay with you 
but in this respect they are spectacularly untrustworthy. 
 
4.  Pyrs Dig.  Pyrs love to dig.  Usually it seems to be to find a 
cool spot to lay in but sometimes they do it just for the 
enjoyment. Pyrs are also not above tunneling out when they're 
trapped in a place where they just don't want to stay any longer.  
Right is a picture of Barrèges landscaping the Sittingers' yard to 
better suit her whims.  
 
5.  Great Pyrenees are protective, especially of children.  
Sometimes they will protect children from playmates who appear to be trying to cause harm to their 
children and sometime they will protect children from adults who appear to be causing the children 
harm.  In many cases this is exactly what you want the dog to do.  At other times, it can be a bit 
awkward trying to discipline your child with an adult Great Pyrenees standing between you and your 
child, especially when it's telling you you're not getting near the child until you present a much different 
attitude.  How would you handle that?  It is a real possibility and something to consider ahead of time.  
You also need to consider how other children and their parents might react if your Pyr tells the children 
that they aren't getting near your child until they present a different attitude.  
 
6.  Great Pyrenees is a large breed of dog.  They are large enough that an exuberant tail wag can 
clear a coffee table.  They are also large enough that your dinner, which you left unattended only for a 
minute, can disappear without a trace, except perhaps, for a little slobber, a few white hairs, and some 
drippings that were too quick to be caught.  
 
7.  Pyrs are independent.  Great Pyrenees have been bred for thousands of years to make their own 
decisions.  This trait makes them excellent guardians but is responsible for causing some human canine 
behavioral specialists to rate the Great Pyrenees as "not very intelligent" because they don't seem to 
understand quickly what the "specialist" wants them to do.  The truth is, Pyrs catch on almost 
immediately, they just don't care unless what the human wants matches what the Pyrs want.  The 
effective outcome of this trait is that Pyrs are a bit willful when it comes to obedience.  Our house dog, 
Bob, has been to obedience school on and off leash.  He still has to decide to obey every time.  Don't 
expect instant obedience as you would from a breed that has been bred to please humans and the 
earlier you start, the better.  
 
8.  Pyrs bark.  A lot.  At night!  This is part of their genetic make-up for warning predators to stay away.  
This has also caused major problems for Pyr owners who bought a cute little puppy without knowing 
much about what they were doing.  No one of whom we are aware recommends surgical de-barking 
and we would never place a dog where this would be a requirement.  If your Pyr won't be able to bark, 
don't get one.  
 
9.  Pyrs are usually food aggressive toward other dogs.  This means that they don't share their food 
with other dogs, although we can remove any food from our Pyrs' mouths any time.  Pyrs practice food 
aggression with their litter mates when they're little so they are pretty good at it when they grow up.  If 
you have other dogs in the home, your Pyr can be trained to live with them and often learn to bond with 
them, but sharing food requires a very special relationship.  Be prepared for fights over food.   
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With all of this, "Why", you might ask, "would anyone not out of their mind want a Great 
Pyrenees for a pet?"  The only answer we can give is that they are the most marvelous dogs in 
the world.  
 
All Pyrs that leave our home as pets are puppies that have been spayed or neutered or are sold with a 
spay/neuter deposit.  The pup is brought into our home for at least a month to make the adaptation from 
being an LGD to being a house pet and to have a final evaluation of their personality to make sure 
they'll do well in a home environment.  Consequently Pet Pyrs will usually be about 12 weeks of age 
when they leave here.    
In order to more closely align our practice with our principles, we feel it's necessary for us to restrict our 
customer base in regards to the purchase of Great Pyrenees for pets.   

 We will not sell a Great Pyrenees to any family that has children younger than 8 years of age living 
at home unless the family owns a Great Pyrenees or has had a companion Pyrenees pass away 
recently. We believe a family with young children should not own a Great Pyrenees as a pet unless 
they already have extensive experience with the breed.  We do this not for the safety of the children 
who would never be endangered by their Pyrenees, but for the safety of the dog who is not prepared 
to deal with the intricacies of our modern world and whose efforts to protect the children could easily 
be either mistaken or inappropriately handled by someone acting in ignorance.  We have found no 
way to screen potential buyers and satisfy ourselves that this would not happen. 

 We will not sell a Great Pyrenees for a pet to someone who has no previous experience with them.  
People who have owned livestock guardians or previously owned a pet Pyrenees will be welcomed. 

 We will not sell a pet Great Pyrenees to a home where all the family members work out of the house 
or the dog is left unattended several hours every day.   

 We will not sell a Great Pyrenees for a pet to anyone who represents to us that color is of vital 
importance.  When we have pure white Great Pyrenees born on this farm they are sold as a normal 
puppies and not as "special" dogs because of color.  We feel that Great Pyrenees are special 
enough in their own right and will not traffic in designer dogs. 

To those of you who may think these criteria are arbitrary, we can only agree.  Nevertheless, they are 
criteria with which we must abide to satisfy ourselves and our consciences when placing a pet Great 
Pyrenees.  
 

ε ζπλέρεηα κε ην πξνεγνύκελν άξζξν γηα ηνπο κειινληηθνύο ηδηνθηήηεο Μεγάισλ Ππξελαίσλ: 

 Σα ΜΠ ζαιηαξίδνπλ! Οξηζκέλα ιίγν, άιια πνιχ! Καη δελ γεκίδνπλ κφλν ην πάησκα. Όηαλ θνπλάλε 
ην θεθάιη ηνπο ηα ζάιηα ηνπο ―θαξθψλνληαη‖ παληνχ!  

 Σα ΜΠ «βγάδνπλ ηξίρα»! Γη απηφ θαη νη ηδηνθηήηεο ηνπ ζπάληα πξνηηκνχλ ηα ζθνχξα ξνχρα! Καη 
φηαλ ιέκε ηξίρα, ελλννχκε ―ΣΡΗΥΑ‖! Ηδίσο κηα θνξά ην ρξφλν πνπ αιιάδνπλ νιφθιεξν ην ηξίρσκα 
ηνπο. Βέβαηα κπνξείηε λα ην καδεχεηεe θαη λα ην θάλεηε πνπιφβεξ ή θαζθφι. Αιήζεηα! 

 ηα ΜΠ αξέζεη ε πεξηπιάλεζε θαη ε εμεξεχλεζε! ΠΟΣΔ κελ αθήλεηε έλα ΜΠ ειεχζεξν ρσξίο 
άκεζε επηηήξεζε – ηδίσο ζε αζηηθφ πεξηβάιινλ πνπ έρεη ηδηαίηεξνπο θηλδχλνπο (πρ απηνθίλεηα). 

 Σα ΜΠ ζθάβνπλ! Ίζσο φρη φια θαη φρη πάληα. Αιιά έλα θαιφ ζθάςηκν είλαη πάληα απφιαπζε! 

 Σα ΜΠ είλαη ηδηαίηεξα πξνζηαηεπηηθά κε ηα παηδηά! Έηζη κπνξεί λα ―παξέκβνπλ‖ φηαλ θάπνηνο 
θίινο ηνπ παηδηνχ ζαο ην δνξίζεη (αθφκε θαη ζην παηγλίδη) ή αθφκε θαη 
φηαλ εζείο καιψλεηε ην παηδί ζαο. Πξέπεη λα έρεηε ζρέδην γηα έλα ηέηνην 
ελδερφκελν ηδίσο φηαλ θηινμελείηε μέλα παηδηά ζην ζπίηη ζαο. 

 Σα ΜΠ είλαη έκπεηξνη θιέθηεο! Λφγσ χςνπο κπνξεί λα αδεηάζνπλ έλα 
ηξαπεδάθη κε γιπθά θαη κπηζθφηα ή λα εμαθαλίζνπλ ην ηάπεξ κε ην 
δακπφλ απφ ηνλ πάγθν ηεο θνπδίλαο ζε ρξφλν κεδέλ θαη ρσξίο ηχςεηο! 

 Σα ΜΠ είλαη αλεμάξηεηα! Καη απηή ε αλεμαξηεζία είλαη ζηε θχζε ηνπο 
εθαηνληάδεο ρξφληα. Τπαθνχλ εθφζνλ ζπκθσλνχλ θαη φρη γηα λα 
επραξηζηήζνπλ απφιπηα φπσο αξθεηέο άιιεο θπιέο. Μπνξεί λα έρεηε έλα 
ΜΠ πνπ λα είλαη πξφηππν ππαθνήο αιιά φηαλ ππάξρεη ―ερζξφο‖ ζηνλ 
νξίδνληα μεράζηε εληνιέο θαη παξαγγέικαηα. Έρεη δνπιεηά λα θάλεη θαη ζα ηελ θάλεη κε θάζε ηξφπν. 
Μεηά ζα επηζηξέςεη ζηελ ―θαλνληθή‖ ηνπ ζπκπεξηθνξά – ίζσο κε ηελ απνξία ζηα κάηηα γηαηί 
ζθνχδαηε ηφζν πνιχ θαη αλαζηαησζήθαηε ρσξίο ιφγν!  
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 Σα ΜΠ είλαη επηζεηηθά ζε άιινπο ζθχινπο γηα ζέκαηα ηξνθήο. Σα ΜΠ δελ κνηξάδνληαη ηελ ηξνθή 
ηνπο κε άιια ζθπιηά αθφκε θαη φηαλ δνπλ ζην ίδην ζπίηη. Μπνξεί λα μεζπάζεη θαπγάο αθφκε θαη γηα 
έλα κπηζθνηάθη. Δπίζεο νξηζκέλα ζθπιηά εθαξκφδνπλ θφιπα εμαπάηεζεο κφλν θαη κφλν γηα λα 
θάλε ην θαγεηφ ή κπηζθφην ηνπ άιινπ ζθχινπ – πρ. αξρίδνπλ θαη γαπγίδνπλ ψζηε λα μεζεθσζνχλ 
θαη νη ππφινηπνη ηε ζηηγκή πνπ απηνί θιέβνπλ ην αθχιαθην θφθθαιν! 

 
Δλδηαθέξνλ παξνπζηάδεη θαη ην ηειεπηαίν ηκήκα ηνπ άξζξνπ πνπ αλαθέξεηαη ζηελ πώιεζε ΜΠ 
ζε ηξίηνπο: 

 Απνθεχγνπλ νηθνγέλεηεο κε παηδηά θάησ ησλ 8 εηψλ ή ρσξίο πξνεγνχκελε εκπεηξία ΜΠ 

 Απνθεχγνπλ ηδηνθηήηεο πνπ δελ έρνπλ εκπεηξία κε ΜΠ 

 Απνθχγνπλ ηδηνθηήηεο/νηθνγέλεηεο φπνπ φινη εξγάδνληαη ή απνπζηάδνπλ γηα πνιιέο ψξεο απφ ην 
ζπίηη 

 Απνθεχγνπλ ηδηνθηήηεο πνπ επηθεληξψλνπλ ηδηαίηεξα ζην ρξψκα ηνπ ΜΠ – ηδίσο ζην ―νιφιεπθν‖ 
 
 

10 Tips for Getting Great Photos of Your Dog 
Source: http://www.dogster.com/dog-pictures/take-great-dog-photos 
 
Sometimes we really wonder...with ears propped, head angled just a liiiittle to the right, and paws frozen 
in stance, our Mr. Snuffers McSnufferton seems to know when a camera's around. Does he know we're 
snapping a photo of him? He must! 
Interesting then that he's so choosy about when he wants to have his photo taken. We don't blame him 
for feeling a little self conscious - that bargain pooch haircut, no bueno. 
While we wait for that mop chop to grow out, and for our pupsters to feel a little more camera ready, 
we're going to capture all of his tail waggin', tongue hangin', grass chompin' charm with these handy 
bribes, er, tips! 
 

1. The treat trick 
Ahhh, the treat trick. Nothin' like some good old fashioned 
bribery to get your pup to do what you want. Sounds easy 
enough, but trust us when we say there's more to it than just 
waving a treat around. 
Sweeten your pup up first by giving him a few small treats - 
comfortable and happy is the goal! Once he knows you have 
the treats and that you're freely giving them out, keep them in 
your hand and near your camera while you start to 
photograph. 
Another option is taping the treat to the top of your camera - 
this way your pup's eyes will always be towards the lens! 
('Course if you think your pooch might lunge for it, be 
cautious!) 
 
 
2. Set up challenges you know your dog can't resist 

We like to call these dog photo traps (not to be confused with the equally cool National Geographic 
photo traps). 
Is there something your dogstinator can't resist? Drinking out of the toilet? An open screen door? An 
open bag of dog food conspicuously positioned smack dab in the middle of the kitchen? These are all 
ways to lure your dog out for some funny action shots! 
Tailor it to your dog's quirks. For example, our pooch face loves chasing leaves that are blowing in the 
wind. For some cute pics, we'll get him near a leaf pile. If there's no wind, we'll get a friend to help us 
get some up in the air! 
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3. Simple and colorful blankets, backgrounds and toys 
Here's an easy one: simple backgrounds. They make for great dog photos! A simple, stuff-free 

background brings all the attention to your 
doggy. A blank wall, background, blanket - get 
your pup in front of one of these. 
Colorful rugs, blankets and toys are the 
perfect way to brighten up the photo and will 
make your subject (aka pupperz) pop all the 
more. 
 

 
4. How to make your dog smile 
This trick works like a charm every time. Take your 
main woofer for a quick sprint around the 
backyard/block/living room. If pup's not in a sprinting 
mood, throw a toy around to get him active. 
Bring him back to the spot you want to photograph. At 
this point, your pup should be panting up a storm 
a.k.a. looking up at you with a big cute, tongue-hangy 
grin! Aim, shoot, "awww." 
 
 
5. Candid photos: See what your dog is doing 
when you're not looking 
There are three methods to candid photos of your 
canine companion. They work best when not used 
with flash since flash will grab your dog's attention. If 
you're indoors, instead of flash, set your camera on high ISO, sports mode, or any mode that lets you 

take photos in low-light conditions. 
 Sneak attack - Take your shoes off, get 
in stealth mode, and sneak up on your pup. 
We keep our camera held up to our face 
while we do this, so as not to startle him with 
any sudden movements (i.e. bringing our 
camera up to our face). This one's the most 
difficult since dogs have such a keen sense 
of hearing. 
 Zoom - Have zoom on your camera? Use 
it! This way you can stand far away from your 
dog and capture that adorable shot without 
distracting 'em. 
 The Camera Extender - The camera 
extender is a hand-held extendable pole on 
which you can mount your digital camera 
(works best with point and shoots). We like to 
use this one to peek our camera around 
corners, over fences, and under tables. It lets 
us capture our doggy without him knowing 
we're taking a photo. It's kind of like sending 
out a drone to bring back photos from 
beyond! 
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6. Get on your dog's eye level 
All those photos you have of your kibble-nibbler from above are lovely, but you're probably tired of 
seeing your feet in all of your shots. Get down to your poocherton's eye level. 
Chances are they'll be less distracted by you hovering from above and if you sit at their level long 
enough, they will start to get more comfy with you and your camera. Getting on their level also softens 
the master/follower hierarchy - now, you see your dog as an equal! 
 
7. Catch 'em in a chillaxed mood 
Wait 'til after you take them to the park or on a walk for your photo session; they'll be in a more relaxed 
and comfortable mood. Chances are you'll get some great pics of your dog lounging or sleeping! 
 
8. Prepare to shoot on special occasions! 
Baths, dog-friend birthday parties, doggy watersides, doggy trampolines. You get the picture. 
 
9. Make a doggy composite 
Get close up shots of your dog's most adorable parts - tufted paws, curly tail, shiny round nose. Put the 
photos together to make a doggy composite! This would look especially sharp framed and hung 

together in a block on your wall. (You can 
even make a dog photo block!) 
 
10. Let your pooch do the shooting 
Have you heard of Doggie Cam? You can 
use a Gorillapod (a bendy tripod) to attach 
a camera to your dog. Wrap the Gorillapod 

around your doggy's collar, turn the camera on video 
mode (or set the photo timer), and see where he goes 
and what he does! 
 
The Don'ts 
Don't use too much flash. This will eventually bother your pup, and it'll make his eyes look funky. Shoot 
in daylight or use high ISO, sports mode, and any low-light setting if you need to! 
Don't have a nonstop dog photo session. Let them have a break! Mix play in. 
Don't make 'em do things you know they'll hate (i.e. clothes, go places they don't like) 
Don't think you need a fancy camera. Point and shoots can do wonders! 
Don't restrict yourself. Experiment! 
Don't suddenly throw a camera in your puppy's face. Let them get used to the camera. 
And there you have it! 10 tips for getting great photos of your pooch. Mix play with photos, and you're in 
for a photo session that will keep your dog happy, too! 
 
Ζ θσηνγξάθηζε ηνπ ζθχινπ ζαο δελ είλαη ηφζν εχθνιε φζν θαίλεηαη! Δπηπρψο κε ηα ζχγρξνλα κέζα 
έρνπκε δπλαηφηεηα λα πάξνπκε δεθάδεο θσηνγξαθίεο – θάπνηεο ζα είλαη θαηαπιεθηηθέο θαη νη 
πεξηζζφηεξεο θνπλεκέλεο ή κηα νπξά ή κηζφ θεθάιη!  
 
Γέθα ζπκβνπιέο γηα κηα επηηπρεκέλε θσηνγξάθηζε: 
1. Πξνεηνηκάζηε ηνλ ζθχιν ζαο κε κεξηθά κπηζθνηάθηα γηα λα θεξδίζεηε ηελ πξνζνρή θαη ηελ 

αλακνλή ηνπ. Βάιηε εάλ ζέιεηε έλα κπηζθνηάθη πάλσ ζηελ camera γηα θαιχηεξε αλθάο 
θσηνγξάθηζε! 

2. ηήζηε έλα ζθεληθφ πνπ δελ ζα κπνξέζεη λα αληηζηαζεί – πρ. εμεξεχλεζε ελφο θνπηηνχ ή κηαο 
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ζαθνχιαο ή φηαλ ηα θχιια ηνπ δέλδξνπ πέθηνπλ ζην έδαθνο. Έηνηκνη! 
3. Ρπζκίζηε ηα ρξψκαηα ηνπ πεξηβάιινληνο ηεο θσηνγξαθίαο – πρ. έλαο Μεγάινο Ππξελαίνο πνπ 

θάζεηαη πάλσ ζε αρπξνθίηξηλν πιαθφζηξσην δελ δίλεη θαιή θσηνγξαθία φζν φηαλ ν ζθχινο 
θάζεηαη ζην γθαδφλ ή ζε κηα ρξσκαηηζηή θνπβέξηα! 

4. Φσηνγξαθίζηε ηνλ κεηά απφ έλα ζχληνκν ηξέμηκν! ίγνπξα ζα ―πηάζεηε‖ έλα ―ρακφγειν‖ κε ηε 
γιψζζα έμσ ή ζην πιάη. Μεξηθά Ππξελαία ―ρακνγεινχλ‖ απφ κφλα ηνπο – θάηη ζαλ λα δείρλνπλ 
―δφληηα‖! 

5. Φσηνγξαθίζηε ηνλ ζθχιν ζαο ρσξίο λα ζαο αληηιεθζεί ή απφ κεγάιε απφζηαζε ζε πςειή 
αλάιπζε – ε κέζνδνο δίλεη εμαηξεηηθά ελδηαθέξνπζεο θσηνγξαθίεο (βιέπε tip #5 ζην άξζξν)  

6. πλήζσο θσηνγξαθίδνπκε απφ ςειά. Γνθηκάζηε λα πάξεηε θσηνγξαθίεο ζην χςνο ησλ καηηψλ ηνπ 
ζθχινπ ή θαη ―ηπθιέο‖ θσηνγξαθίεο κε ηελ camera ζην επίπεδν ηνπ εδάθνπο (θάπνηα απφ απηέο ζα 
είλαη εμαηξεηηθή!) 

7. Φσηνγξαθίζηε ηνλ ζθχιν ζαο κεηά ηε βφιηα – ζα είλαη ραιαξφο θαη κπνξεί λα πάξεη απίζαλεο 
ζηάζεηο αλάπαπζεο ή χπλνπ! 

8. Φσηνγξαθίζηε ηνλ ζε εηδηθέο πεξηζηάζεηο – γελέζιηα, θίινη ζην ζπίηη, επαθή κε παηδηά, κε ηελ 
αγαπεκέλε ηνπ γάηα, κε έλα παπηγηφλ ζηνλ ιαηκφ γηα ηε γηνξηή ηνπ θιπ 

9. Φσηνγξαθίζηε δηάθνξα ηκήκαηα ηνπ ζθχινπ ζαο θαη κεηά ζπλζέζηε ηελ πιήξε εηθφλα ηνπ – θάηη 
ελδηαθέξνλ κπνξεί λα πξνθχςεη! 

10. Υξεζηκνπνηήζηε κηα θάκεξα ζην θνιάξν ηνπ θαη δείηε θσηνγξαθίεο θαη videos απφ ηηο 
δξαζηεξηφηεηεο ηνπ! 

 
Ση λα κελ θάλεηε: 

 Όρη ππεξβνιηθή ρξήζε ηνπ flash – ζε θαλέλαλ δελ αξέζεη! 

 Κάλεηε δηαιείκκαηα ζηε θσηνγξάθηζε αιιηψο ζα βαξεζείηε θαη νη δχν! 

 Απνθχγεηε πξάγκαηα πνπ μέξεηε φηη δελ ηνπ αξέζνπλ! 

 Μελ ρξεζηκνπνηείηε μαθληθά ηελ camera – δψζηε ηνπ ρξφλν λα ηε ζπλεζίζεη! 
 
 

The Basics of Dog Photography 
By Mark Rogers 
Source: http://www.dogster.com/dog-pictures/dog-photo-basics 

 
Other than baby photos, pictures of pets are among the most popular 
in any household. Unfortunately, they also tend to suffer the most 
from poor quality or, as we term it in the trade, snapshot-itis. You 

may have this problem if friends start walking away fast when you 
mention the latest photos of your cat or if your dog's loving 

brown eyes end up glowing green like some malevolent demon 
in every shot you take. 

 
Here Are Five Surefire Ways to Help Avoid Snapshot-
itis 
 

1) Change angles  
Most pet photos are taken from the perspective of a human being looking down 

while the pet looks up. Bor-rinnnnnng! Try something different and get down at their level or, 
if they're moving, pan with them as you take the shot. 

 
2) Stick with natural light. Turn off or cover the on-camera flash 
On-camera flashes are evil. They flatten everything out, cast harsh shadows and are the source of the 
infamous glowing green pet eyes. If you have to use a flash go with an off-camera one and bounce the 
light off a ceiling or wall. 
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3) Stay out of direct sun and shoot in the morning or late afternoon 
Contrary to popular belief, bright sunlight is not a photographers friend. It wreaks havoc with your 
exposure and you typically end up with lots of nasty shadows in places you don't want them. I avoid 
photographing subjects outside in direct light except first thing in the morning or in the late afternoon 
before sunset when the light is angled low. 
 
4) Don't wait for the perfect moment and don't be afraid to take lots of shots but... 
Most of us are shooting digital these days so you can essentially take as many pictures as you want. 
With pets, unpredictability is the rule of law. You never know how a shoot is going to go. All you can do 
is be there and hope you catch the moment. This requires taking a lot of shots in quick sequence and 
culling through them later for the best one. 
 
5) ...make sure you edit yourself 
Some of the most important work happens after you shoot. It sounds cliche but less is more. It's easy to 
become enamored of the 100 pictures you took of Spot playing with his new ball but chances are your 
friends won't feel the same way. Limit what you show people to only the very best. 
 
Mark Rogers is a San Francisco-based professional pet photographer. 

 
ε ζπλέρεηα ηνπ πξνεγνύκελνπ άξζξνπ αο δνύκε ηη πξνηείλεη έλαο επαγγεικαηίαο θσηνγξάθνο 
θαηνηθίδησλ δώσλ: 
1. Λήςε απφ δηαθνξεηηθέο γσλίεο! 
2. Φσηνγξάθηζε κε θπζηθφ θσο! 
3. Απνθπγή θσηνγξάθηζεο κε ηνλ ήιην αληίζεηα – θαιή ψξα είλαη ην πξσί θαη ην απφγεπκα! 
4. Μελ ςάρλεηε γηα ηελ ηέιεηα ζηηγκή – ηξαβήμηε φζεο πεξηζζφηεξεο θσηνγξαθίεο κπνξείηε! 
5. Απφ ην ζχλνιν ησλ θσηνγξαθηψλ θξαηήζηε κφλνλ ηηο 2-3 θαιχηεξεο (γηα εζάο θαη ηνπο θίινπο 

ζαο)! 
 

Aspirin and Ibuprofen: Are Human Pain Meds Safe for Dogs? 
Source: http://www.dogster.com/lifestyle/aspirin-ibuprofen-for-dogs-pain-medication-meds-dog-health-
tips 
 
My excellent nine-year-old dog took ill recently. She seemed to be walking gingerly, as though in some 

discomfort, if not explicitly in pain. My dad 
announced that he was just going to crush up 
an Advil and toss it in the bowl along with her 
food. I thought I should consult with some 
reputable and reliable  sources first. I was 
certain that we weren't the first dog owners to 
wonder whether ibuprofen for dogs or even 
regular aspirin for dogs was a salutary 
solution, or even advisable. 
As dog owners, naturally, when our pets 
appear to be suffering, we want to do anything 
and everything in our power to help. In the 
case of aspirin and ibuprofen, non-
steroidal anti-inflammatory drugs (or 

NSAIDs) for humans may be easily attainable and ready to hand, but they are almost 

universally toxic to dogs. There are veterinarian-approved and prescribed NSAIDs specifically 

formulated for dogs -- always consult with a veterinary health care professional before attempting to 
treat your dog at home. Let's take a peek at what human painkillers like aspirin and ibuprofen can do to 
dogs. 
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Can you give a dog aspirin? 
As far as your dog's health goes, regardless of whether you have a very large dog or a very small one, 

the immediate answer is no. The 
simple fact about normal, over-the-
counter aspirin is that it can cause  
ulcers to form in a dog's stomach, 
disrupting the normal operation of a 
dog's digestive system. Aside from 
wreaking havoc on a dog's stomach, 
repeated exposure to aspirin can also 
cause damage to a dog's kidneys. In a 
large enough single dose or over time, 
aspirin can impair kidney function -- a 
condition called analgesic 
nephropathy -- or even cause kidney 
failure. If you want to relieve your 
dog's pain, taking the simplest route 
by going to your medicine chest and 

pulling out the aspirin may end up doing just the opposite. 
It is always best to ask a vet first. That said, if you have the time and presence of mind to consider your 
dog's physique, height, weight, and general health history, aspirin with a coating, also called buffered 
aspirin, or even baby aspirin can be administered to dogs in carefully measured doses and over a short 
period of time only. We will not recommend an aspirin dosage for dogs here, simply because there are 
so many types, breeds, and sizes of dogs out there, and too many factors to take into account before 
proceeding. 
 
Can you give a dog ibuprofen? 
When it comes to ibuprofen for dogs, all of the same terms and conditions for over-the-counter NSAIDs  
like aspirin apply. While buffered aspirin and 
buffered baby aspirin may be given to dogs -- only 
with great care, and preferably after a veterinary 
consultation -- ibuprofen has an even narrower 
margin of safety. In point of fact, ibuprofen for dogs 
is even worse and more dangerous than aspirin, 
and should be avoided at all costs. The same 
issues caused by aspirin can be caused by 
ibuprofen, including stomach ulcers and kidney 
failure. If a possible side effect of a medication is 
death, it's probably not worth the risk when there are canine-specific NSAIDs that your vet can 
prescribe. 
 
Symptoms of accidental aspirin or ibuprofen ingestion 

What if the circumstances are different? What if 
you didn't give aspirin or ibuprofen to your dog, 
but have come home to find your bottle of 
Motrin or Advil open on the floor? How do you 
spot accidental  ingestion of these NSAIDs? 
Since the primary ill-effects dogs suffer from 
these medications are related to digestion and 
filtration, the symptoms of poisoning are 
reliably related to those systems. Things to look 
out for if you suspect your dog has gotten hold 
of human pain meds include vomiting. If the 
dog has enough aspirin or ibuprofen in its 
system, that vomit may contain blood, as 
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may the dog's feces, which may express itself as bloody diarrhea. 
Seemingly innocuous symptoms include lack or loss of appetite, which can lead to fatigue and lethargy. 
In large enough amounts or given enough time, the dog may experience abdominal pain, which can 
lead the dog to hunch over or struggle to find a comfortable resting position. The dog may also seem 
confused or disoriented. In more advanced cases, a dog who has ingested aspirin or ibuprofen not 
meant for them can have seizures and even lapse into a coma. Basically, it's bad news all the way 
around. 
 
Is your dog in pain? Consult a vet! 
Can you give a dog aspirin? Technically yes, but only under certain conditions and doses. Can you give 
a dog ibuprofen? Best not. The rule of thumb to follow is that if it's human pain medication, think twice 
before offering it to your dog, even with the purest motives and the best of intentions. After you think 
twice, put the bottle of ibuprofen or aspirin back in the medicine cabinet. If you cannot get to a vet, then 
at least give one a call -- in the long run, it's possible you'll spare your dog further and completely 
unnecessary pain. 

 

 Σα αλζξψπηλα θάξκαθα ―αζπηξίλε‖ θαη ―ηβνππξνθαίλε‖ (Brufen, Ibuprofen, Advil, Algofren, 
Nutrofen) κπνξεί λα είλαη ηνμηθά γηα ηα ζθπιηά ζαο. 

 Ζ κε αζθαιήο θχιαμε ησλ θαξκάθσλ ζαο κπνξεί λα πξνθαιέζεη πξνβιήκαηα ζηα ζθπιηά (θαη ηα 
παηδηά ζαο!) – πξφθιεζε εκεηνχ ή δηάξξνηαο κε αίκα (πηζαλή γαζηξνξξαγία). 

 Τπάξρνπλ θηεληαηξηθά αλάινγα θάξκαθα γηα πεξηπηψζεηο ππξεηνχ θαη πφλνπ. 

 Πάληα λα ζπκβνπιεύεζηε ηνλ θηελίαηξν ζαο πξηλ από ηε ρνξήγεζε νπνηνπδήπνηε 
θαξκάθνπ. 

 Οη ζπκβνπιέο γλσζηψλ θαη θίισλ πνπ είραλ ην ίδην (;;;) πξφβιεκα δελ είλαη φηη ην θαιχηεξν. Όπσο 
θαη ζηνπο αλζξψπνπο, έηζη θαη ζηα δψα πνηέ δχν αζζελείο δελ έρνπλ ην ίδην αθξηβψο πξφβιεκα 
πγείαο! 

 

On Dogs and Body Language: How I Learned to "Speak" Dog 
By Casey Lomonaco 
Source: http://www.dogster.com/lifestyle/dog-body-language-behavior-training 
 
I remember the first time I read a book on dog body language. It was, literally, an epiphany for me --

"Holy $!*? Dogs can talk to 
us!" 
For as long as I can 
remember, dogs have held 
a special place in my 
heart. As a rather 
imaginative child, I 
remember spending hours 
pondering what dogs 
would say to us if only they 
could talk. 
When I began to pursue 
dog training as a career, 
my fascination with dogs 
transcended the social and 
emotional aspect of our 
relationships with dogs 
and took on an academic 
interest -- I devoured every 
book I could read on the 
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subject of canine. My office currently includes two floor-to-ceiling bookshelves covered in books on dog 
breeds, training, ethology, and body language. 
I remember the first time I read a book on canine body language. It was, literally, an epiphany for me --
"Holy #@&$! Dogs can talk to us!" They can, and they do all the time. Dogs, however, do not have 
conversations in human speech -- their beautiful, complex language is one of ear flicks, tail wags, shifts 
in body weight, a wrinkling of the nose, and a quick spark in or hardening of the eye. 
The more I learned about canine body language, the more I wanted to learn. Trainers strive to develop 
what is known in the profession as "1,000-hour eyes," hours spent, literally, just watching dogs and 
learning how they communicate with each other and humans.  
I've spent well more than 1,000 hours at this point watching and learning from dogs, and I still have 
more to learn. Within canine body language, there are myriad dialects. I often struggle, especially at a 
distance, to interpret the facial communications of black dogs, specifically. Dogs with docked tails have 
truncated vocabularies, as do brachycephalic breeds, which may not exhibit the full range of facial 
expressions seen in their longer-nosed brethren. 
Some breeds have hair that speaks so loud it's hard to hear their communications, such as Olde 
English Sheepdogs and Pulis. Asian breeds, such as my own beloved Chows, are a bit gruff in their 
communications -- they certainly don't wear their hearts on their sleeves like a Lab or Golden may. So, 
I'm still striving for 10,000-hour eyes. 

While learning about canine body language has been very 
exciting, it has an insidious side effect: If you want dogs to 
talk to you, and you are willing to become educated in their 
communication systems, you are, in some ways, obligated 
to listen to them. Sometimes, lots of times, you won't like 
what dogs have to say. 
This is the nefarious side effect of learning about canine 
body language -- the people who don't speak it will think you 
are crazy.  
I am fairly active on a number of social networking sites, 
and on them many of the groups and pages to which I 
subscribe are, not surprisingly, dog-related. What is 
surprising, and often discouraging, is how many people who 
legitimately love dogs can look at the exact same picture I'm 
viewing and see something totally different. 

Take, for example, the picture above. It came up in the first page of returns on a Google image search 
for "Happy Dogs." This dog doesn't look happy to me at all -- his eyes are squinted, ears are back and 
plastered against his head, and lips are pursed. Not surprising, since most dogs actually do not like 
being patted on the top of their heads but prefer to be lightly touched on the side of their face, or 
shoulders, or along the chest and chin.  

The most frequent offenders in 
the "dog trainers are going to 
cringe" category are pictures of 
dogs with infants, toddlers, or 
children. Like this one: 
 
They see adorable, I see 

dangerous  

 
Many will look and say, "That dog 
and baby are adorable! Love the 
matching headbands!" I see a dog 
in distress, brow wrinkled in 
consternation, hoping his owner 
will say, "Um, he doesn't look 

happy, maybe he needs some space from the baby."  



Ο.ΠΤΡ.ΕΛ. Newsletter – Σεύχος (Vol.) 1/2014 

 

pyrclubgr.yolasite.com 

19 

This is the kind of situation that sets kids up for being victims of dog bites, and young children 
are the population most at risk for dog bites and most at risk for severe injury, maiming, or 
death should that dog choose to voice his displeasure with his teeth -- the one canine 
communication tool humans are bound to listen to. 
Often, even when we can see very visible signs that a dog is terrified, people will post pictures like the 
one above and laugh, "Hahaha!  So funny!  My dog cowers the same way when he has to wear his 
coat," but fear isn't funny. The dog above is terrified -- if we love dogs, instead of laughing at his 
discomfort shouldn't we try to find a way to alleviate it?  

So, now I do see life through dog-tinted lenses. Sometimes people say, "Yeesh, Casey, why such a 
killjoy?" Rest assured, when I comment on a picture like this, it is only because my job carries with it an 
ethical obligation to help dogs and people understand each other better, to coexist together more 
joyfully and safely. 
This goal can only be achieved once we start letting dogs into the conversation and listening to 
them, as no healthy relationship ever survives without all parties involved being able to share in 
the dialogue. To me, there is no greater love for dogs than learning to speak to and respond to their 
language. Here is a great video to help you to understand some of the basics: 
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My other favorite resources for learning about dog body language are Doggone Safe and the Liam J. 
Perk Foundation, both dedicated to dog-bite prevention with a wealth of free online resources for those 
wanting to learn more. 
 
Casey Lomonaco is a behavior consultant, author, and speaker who owns Rewarding 

Behaviors Dog Training. She is a graduate of the Karen Pryor Academy, a member and 

board member of the Association of Pet Dog Trainers, and a contributor to many popular 

online sites on dog training and behavior. 

 

Έλα ελδηαθέξνλ άξζξν πνπ αλαθέξεηαη ζηε γιψζζα ηνπ ζψκαηνο ησλ ζθχισλ κε ηα κάηηα κηαο 
εηδηθνχ ζε ζέκαηα ζπκπεξηθνξάο ζθχισλ. Δάλ ζθεθηνχκε φηη θάζε άλζξσπνο έρεη ηε δηθή ηνπ γιψζζα 
ζψκαηνο, απηφ είλαη κηα θαιή αξρή γηα λα κάζνπκε λα κεηαθξάδνπκε ηηο εθθξάζεηο ηνπ πξνζψπνπ θαη 
ηνπ ζψκαηνο ηνπ Ππξελαίνπ καο. Βέβαηα απηφ δελ είλαη θάηη εχθνιν θαη απαηηεί ρξφλν, παξαηήξεζε 
θαη δηάβαζκα εηδηθψλ βηβιίσλ. Όκσο ην απνηέιεζκα απηήο ηεο επέλδπζεο είλαη ε αξκνληθή ζπκβίσζε 
θαη ε θαηαλφεζε ελφο άγλσζηνπ θψδηθα επηθνηλσλίαο πνπ ζα καο θέξεη πην θνληά ζηνλ ζθχιν καο 
ελψ ηαπηφρξνλα ζα ειαρηζηνπνηήζεη δπζάξεζηεο ―κεηαθξάζεηο‖ πνπ κπνξεί λα είλαη ηδηαίηεξα 
επψδπλεο. 
Με ηηο ζθέςεηο απηέο, ν Ο.ΠΤΡ.ΔΛ ζρεδηάδεη λα νξγαλώζεη ζρεηηθό ζεκηλάξην πνπ ζα δώζεη ηηο 
βαζηθέο θαηεπζύλζεηο ζην ζέκα απηό κε ηε βνήζεηα εηδηθώλ από ην εμσηεξηθό. 
 

Βιβλία συμπεριφοράς σκύλου 

 

1.  

 

ON TALKING TERMS WITH DOGS - CALMING SIGNALS, 2ND EDITION 
by Turid Rugaas 
Item: DTB527 
In On Talking Terms With Dogs, noted expert on canine body language Turid 
Rugaas explains calming signals. These are signals dogs give each other - and 
humans - that denote stress. These are the dogs‘ attempt to defuse situations that 
otherwise might result in fights or aggression. 
Ships the next business day. 
Price: $12.95  
Rating: 

 

      
 

2.  

 

CANINE BODY LANGUAGE - A PHOTOGRAPHIC GUIDE 
by Brenda Aloff 
Item: DTB856 
Canine Body Language by Brenda Aloff is a guide to canine body language. Never 
before has the body language of dogs been so thoroughly documented with 
photographs and text. Hundreds of images in this almost 400 page book illustrate 
the incredible variety of postures, behaviors and situations that the typical dog 
either manifests or encounters in his day-to-day life. 
Ships the next business day. 
Price: $39.95  
Rating: 

 

      
 

3.  

 

THE LANGUAGE OF DOGS - UNDERSTANDING CANINE BODY LANGUAGE 
AND OTHER COMMUNICATION SIGNALS DVD SET 
by Sarah Kalnajs 
Item: DTB875P 
The Language of Dogs by Sarah Kalnajs was named the named the 2006 IIACAB 
Best Dog Behavior DVD. It features extensive footage of various dog breeds and 

http://www.dogwise.com/ItemDetails.cfm?ID=DTB527
http://www.dogwise.com/ItemDetails.cfm?ID=DTB856
http://www.dogwise.com/ItemDetails.cfm?ID=DTB875P
http://www.dogwise.com/ItemDetails.cfm?ID=DTB875P
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hundreds of examples of canine behavior, body language, and other 
communication signals. Perfect for dog owners and anyone who handles dogs or 
encounters them regularly while on the job. 
Ships the next business day. 
Price: $39.95  
Rating: 

 

      
 

4.  

 

CALMING SIGNALS - WHAT YOUR DOG TELLS YOU DVD 
by Turid Rugaas 
Item: DTB788 
Norwegian dog trainer Turid Rugaas is a noted expert on canine body language, 
notably calming signals sent to other dogs and humans that denote stress. Her 
Calming Signals DVD shows footage of many calming signals, how dogs use 
them, and how to use them to calm your dog. 
Ships the next business day. 
Price: $19.95  
Rating: 

 

      
 

5.  

 

DOG LANGUAGE - AN ENCYCLOPEDIA OF CANINE BEHAVIOR 
by Roger Abrantes 
Item: DTB534 
Here is a well-illustrated A-Z guide to canine body postures. Organized in 
alphabetical order and cross-referenced with excellent black and white line 
drawings. This book is a must to understand canine body language and the 
evolution of the domestic dog. 
Ships the next business day. 
Price: $19.95  
Rating: 

 

      
 

6.  

 

OFF LEASH DOG PLAY - A COMPLETE GUIDE TO SAFETY AND FUN 
by Robin K. Bennett & Susan Briggs 
Item: DTB963 
Whether you operate or work in a dog daycare, a pet boarding facility, a kennel, or 
a shelter, offer off-leash playgroups, or just visit the dog parks, the book will assist 
you in having safe, fun playtimes and doggy encounters.  
Ships the next business day. 
Price: $19.95  
Rating: 

 

      
 

7.  

 

CANINE BEHAVIOR - A PHOTO ILLUSTRATED HANDBOOK 
by Barbara Handelman 
Item: DTB1005 
Dogs have deliberate, subtle, and often humorous ways of expressing themselves. 
Canine Behavior - A Photo Illustrated Handbook includes 1,000 images of dogs, 
wolves, coyotes, and foxes. It was created for everyone interested in dogs—pet 
owners, trainers, veterinarians, ethologists, and behaviorists. Using the 
interdisciplinary language of photography, Barbara Handelman illustrates and 
explains canine behavior and communication. Her book establishes a common 

http://www.dogwise.com/ItemDetails.cfm?ID=DTB788
http://www.dogwise.com/ItemDetails.cfm?ID=DTB534
http://www.dogwise.com/ItemDetails.cfm?ID=DTB963
http://www.dogwise.com/ItemDetails.cfm?ID=DTB1005
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understanding and vocabulary for people interested in, and working with, dogs.  
Ships the next business day. 
Price: $49.95  
Rating: 

 

      
 

8.  

 

AM I SAFE? - THE ART & SCIENCE OF CANINE BEHAVIOR ASSESSMENTS 
DVD SET 
by Sarah Kalnajs 
Item: DTB876P 
Learn how to conduct behavior assessments including what to look for in the dogs 
behavior, how to document areas of concern (information for accessing online 
forms and rating scales are included), and how to determine if problem areas can 
be improved using behavior modification techniques. Rescue groups and shelters 
will find this information useful and safe to apply. 
Ships the next business day. 
Price: $49.95  
Rating: 

 

      
 

9.  

 

TALES OF TWO SPECIES - ESSAYS ON LOVING AND LIVING WITH DOGS 
by Patricia McConnell 
Item: DTB1038 
Have you ever caught yourself wondering just what your dog is thinking when he 
suddenly drops and rolls around on his back in ecstasy? In these 30+ thought-
provoking essays author and behaviorist, Dr. Patricia McConnell, helps us gain 
insights into the dog-human relationship and the genius of the family dog. 
Ships the next business day. 
Price: $12.95  
Rating: 

 

      
 

10.  

 

EVOLUTION OF CANINE SOCIAL BEHAVIOR, 2ND EDITION 
by Roger Abrantes 
Item: DTB535 
2nd Edition is updated, revised, and expanded. Leads the reader step-by-step 
through the various aspects involved in development of social behavior patterns. It 
is a comparative study that dismisses many common beliefs and assumptions and 
leaves the reader with simple, sound explanations. For all students of animal 
behavior.  
Ships the next business day. 
Price: $12.95  
Rating: 

 

      
 

11.  

 

NEW KNOWLEDGE OF DOG BEHAVIOR 
by Clarence Pfaffenberger 
Item: DTB154 
Back in print! Is it heredity or environment that shapes the dog? The 1963 
landmark work that established the science of puppy temperament testing and 
critical periods of socialization and development. 
Ships the next business day. 

http://www.dogwise.com/ItemDetails.cfm?ID=DTB876P
http://www.dogwise.com/ItemDetails.cfm?ID=DTB876P
http://www.dogwise.com/ItemDetails.cfm?ID=DTB1038
http://www.dogwise.com/ItemDetails.cfm?ID=DTB535
http://www.dogwise.com/ItemDetails.cfm?ID=DTB154
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Price: $13.95  
Rating: 

 

      
 

12.  

 

EBOOK: ON TALKING TERMS WITH DOGS - CALMING SIGNALS 2ND 
EDITION 
by Turid Rugaas 
Item: DTB527EBK 
This is the eBook edition of On Talking Terms With Dogs, in which noted canine 
body language expert Turid Rugaas explains calming signals. These are signals 
dogs give each other - and humans - that denote stress. These are the dogs‘ 
attempt to defuse situations that otherwise might result in fights or aggression. 
Instant Digital Download - You only receive a digital copy of this book! 
Click here for more information about Dogwise Ebooks 
Price: $9.49  
Rating: 

 

      
 

13.  

 

EBOOK: CANINE BEHAVIOR - A PHOTO ILLUSTRATED HANDBOOK 
by Barbara Handelman 
Item: DTB1005EBK 
Dogs have deliberate, subtle, and often humorous ways of expressing themselves. 
Canine Behavior - A Photo Illustrated Handbook includes 1,000 images of dogs, 
wolves, coyotes, and foxes. It was created for everyone interested in dogs—pet 
owners, trainers, veterinarians, ethologists, and behaviorists. Using the 
interdisciplinary language of photography, Barbara Handelman illustrates and 
explains canine behavior and communication. Her book establishes a common 
understanding and vocabulary for people interested in, and working with, dogs.  
Instant Digital Download - You only receive a digital copy of this book! 
Click here for more information about Dogwise Ebooks 
Price: $27.95  
Rating: 

 

      
 

14.  

 

EBOOK: DOG LANGUAGE - AN ENCYCLOPEDIA OF CANINE BEHAVIOR 
by Roger Abrantes 
Item: DTB534EBK 
Here is a well-illustrated A-Z guide to canine body postures. Organized in 
alphabetical order and cross-referenced with excellent black and white line 
drawings. This book is a must to understand canine body language and the 
evolution of the domestic dog. 
Instant Digital Download - You only receive a digital copy of this book! 
Click here for more information about Dogwise Ebooks 
Price: $9.95  
Rating: 

 

      
 

15.  

 

PREDATION IN FAMILY DOGS - PREDATION, PREDATORY DRIFT AND 
PREPAREDNESS SEMINAR DVD 
by Jean Donaldson 
Item: DTB888 
Learn about the newest thinking on how to solve difficult behavior problems like 

http://www.dogwise.com/ItemDetails.cfm?ID=DTB527EBK
http://www.dogwise.com/ItemDetails.cfm?ID=DTB527EBK
http://www.dogwise.com/ebookhome.cfm
http://www.dogwise.com/ItemDetails.cfm?ID=DTB1005EBK
http://www.dogwise.com/ebookhome.cfm
http://www.dogwise.com/ItemDetails.cfm?ID=DTB534EBK
http://www.dogwise.com/ebookhome.cfm
http://www.dogwise.com/ItemDetails.cfm?ID=DTB888
http://www.dogwise.com/ItemDetails.cfm?ID=DTB888
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aggression by looking at genetics in this seminar presentation. Presenter Jean 
Donaldson is known for her ground-breaking book /Culture Clash/ which looks at 
how humans can live with dogs more harmoniously by understanding the real 
nature of dogs.  
Ships the next business day. 
Price: $29.95  
Rating: 

 

      
 

16.  

 

OFF LEASH DOG PLAY POCKET GUIDE - A COMPLETE GUIDE TO SAFETY & 
FUN 
by Robin K. Bennett & Susan Briggs 
Item: DTB1086 
Use these laminated, fold out guides to help you learn body language basics. This 
quick reference visual behavior guide is a great companion tool for anyone 
supervising off leash dog play. 
Ships the next business day. 
Price: $13.95  
Rating: 

 

      
 

17.  

 

EBOOK: EVOLUTION OF CANINE SOCIAL BEHAVIOR, 2ND EDITION 
by Roger Abrantes 
Item: DTB535EBK 
2nd Edition is updated, revised, and expanded. Leads the reader step-by-step 
through the various aspects involved in development of social behavior patterns. It 
is a comparative study that dismisses many common beliefs and assumptions and 
leaves the reader with simple, sound explanations. For all students of animal 
behavior.  
Instant Digital Download - You only receive a digital copy of this book! 
Click here for more information about Dogwise Ebooks 
Price: $9.49  
Rating: 

 

      
 

18.  

 

EBOOK: OFF LEASH DOG PLAY - A COMPLETE GUIDE TO SAFETY AND FUN 
by Robin K. Bennett & Susan Briggs 
Item: DTB963EBK 
Whether you operate or work in a dog daycare, a pet boarding facility, a kennel, or 
a shelter, offer off-leash playgroups, or just visit the dog parks, the book will assist 
you in having safe, fun playtimes and doggy encounters.  
Instant Digital Download - You only receive a digital copy of this book! 
Click here for more information about Dogwise Ebooks 
Price: $9.99  
Rating: 

 

      
 

http://www.dogwise.com/ItemDetails.cfm?ID=DTB1086
http://www.dogwise.com/ItemDetails.cfm?ID=DTB1086
http://www.dogwise.com/ItemDetails.cfm?ID=DTB535EBK
http://www.dogwise.com/ebookhome.cfm
http://www.dogwise.com/ItemDetails.cfm?ID=DTB963EBK
http://www.dogwise.com/ebookhome.cfm
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19.  

 

FAMILY DOG CHEAT SHEET POCKET GUIDE - A COMPLETE GUIDE TO 
SAFETY & FUN 
by Colleen Pelar 
Item: DTB1110 
Use this laminated, fold out guide to help you learn body language basics. This 
quick reference, visual behavior guide is a great companion tool for dog safety and 
behavior. 
Ships the next business day. 
Price: $13.95  
Rating: 

 

      
 

20.  
 

ON TALKING TERMS WITH DOGS - CALMING SIGNALS, 2ND EDITION BOOK / 
EBOOK COMBO 
by Turid Rugaas 
Item: A258 
 
You get both the book and the eBook with this item  
By a noted expert on canine body language, notably ―calming signals.‖ These are 
signals dogs give each other - and humans - that denote stress. These are the 
dogs‘ attempt to defuse situations that otherwise might result in fights or 
aggression.  
Ships the next business day. 
Price: $15.95  
Rating: 

 

      
 

21.  

 

EBOOK: TALES OF TWO SPECIES - ESSAYS ON LOVING AND LIVING WITH 
DOGS 
by Patricia McConnell 
Item: DTB1038EBK 
Have you ever caught yourself wondering just what your dog is thinking when he 
suddenly drops and rolls around on his back in ecstasy? In these 30+ thought-
provoking essays author and behaviorist, Dr. Patricia McConnell, helps us gain 
insights into the dog-human relationship and the genius of the family dog. 
Instant Digital Download - You only receive a digital copy of this book! 
Click here for more information about Dogwise Ebooks 
Price: $9.49  
Rating: 

 
 

 

Μια ιδιαίτερα ενδιαφέρουσα ιστοσελίδα θέματος 

Πηγή: http://www.liamjperkfoundation.org/talk.html 
 

http://www.dogwise.com/ItemDetails.cfm?ID=DTB1110
http://www.dogwise.com/ItemDetails.cfm?ID=DTB1110
http://www.dogwise.com/ItemDetails.cfm?ID=A258
http://www.dogwise.com/ItemDetails.cfm?ID=A258
http://www.dogwise.com/ItemDetails.cfm?ID=DTB1038EBK
http://www.dogwise.com/ItemDetails.cfm?ID=DTB1038EBK
http://www.dogwise.com/ebookhome.cfm
http://www.liamjperkfoundation.org/talk.html
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Great Pyrenees’ Shelter 
Source: http://www.milkandhoneyfarm.com/dogs/training.html 
 
Great Pyrenees, guardians by nature, like to sleep outside. They don't like the wind and will find a 

shelter behind a wind block.  Cold and snow doesn't seem to bother them, although they will find an 
overhang if it begins to rain heavily.  A good shelter will keep the wind and rain off them and give them a 

place to stretch out when it is hot. It should also get them up off the ground when the temperature is 
below freezing  
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A shed, garage or barn works well.  I built this doghouse from three wooden packing crates.  It sits on 
two green-treated landscaping timbers and there's an inner partition to help keep the wind out. The 
entrance is facing downwind from the prevailing winds and there's enough space just inside to place a 
food dish. Total cost for this project was about $50. Using plywood instead of crates would work well, 
but keep the dimensions about the same for a two dog house. 
 
Fencing 
The loss of a Pyr is hard to deal with - especially if it could have been prevented.  Being run over or 
stolen happens all too frequently where there is a lack of fencing.  Great Pyrenees are large and most 
animals respect their spaces, so they seem deliberately slow to move out the way when a car 
approaches. We are fanatical about keeping the dogs off the busy highway in front of our house and 
watch them closely when they are outside the fences. Our fence is made up of  tee-posts supporting six 
wires and a electric fencer.  The dog receives a shock when touching the wire and can be trained to the 
fence with two or three shocks.  The fences require maintenance to check for broken wires, to tighten 
sagging wires and to trim back weeds and grass. They do not work in the snow or when a lot of weeds 
touch the wires.  A standard wire fence or cattle panel works well, though some Pyrs learn to climb. 

Boomer will climb any five-foot fence but does respect the electric fence - even if it is 
under five feet of snow. We have also used a portable electric sheep fence which the 
Pyrs respect (Premier 1).  Several people have told us that invisible fencing works out 
well for them.   
 
Ζ δηθή καο εθηίκεζε είλαη όηη κπνξεί ν ειεθηξηθόο θξάρηεο λα είλαη απνηειεζκαηηθόο γηα ηα 
παξαγσγηθά δώα, αιιά δελ δνπιεύεη γηα ηα ΜΠ θαη ηελ επθπΐα πνπ ηα ραξαθηεξίδεη.  Σίπνηα δελ 
είλαη θαιύηεξν από κηα αζθαιή πεξίκεηξν ύςνπο ηνπιάρηζηνλ 2κ θαη κηα θιεηζηή 
γθαξαδόπνξηα! Καη βέβαηα είκαζηε θάζεηα αληίζεηνη ζηα (θάζε είδνπο) ειεθηξνληθά θνιάξα όηαλ 
ππάξρνπλ επηόηεξνη/αζθαιέζηεξνη ηξόπνη ειέγρνπ ηνπ ζθύινπ θαη ηνπ ρώξνπ πνπ δηαβηώλεη. 
 
Climbing 
Climbing is something your Great Pyrenees may do. Boomer, pictured above, will climb any three to 
five-foot fence. He doesn't climb the outer pasture fence, only gates and fences in the barn. Boomer's 
dad was also a climber. Boomer is the only male climber. Kodi will climb, but not as aggressively as 
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Boomer. I'm not sure why they start, but for Boomer, he seems to enjoy sniffing and marking the area 
he has just climbed into. We do maintain two kennels where the fence goes to the ceiling. We can put 
the climbers in there when we do not think it's best for them to be climbing. 
 

Dog Hair Sweaters - Epic or Ewww? 
Source: http://blogs.discovery.com/daily_treat/2011/05/epic-or-ew-dog-hair-sweaters-scarves.html 

It was just a matter of time. Just last month we shared with you the funky fashion that is cat hairball 
jewelry and, not to be outdone, crafty dog enthusiasts have upped the ante and are peddling sweaters 
and scarves made from none other than bits o' dog hair found on their floors, couch cushions, beds, 
clothing and wherever else dog hair has wafted about in their homes. 
 
"Chiengora" Samoyed Sweaters & Collie Caps 
According to the Wall Street Journal, a band of like-minded enthusiasts are doing everything they can to 
turn garments knitted of canine sheddings from a pet-owner's fetish into a fashion trend. Calling it 
"Chiengora," a kindler, gentler term than "DOG HAIR SWEATER", the term was built around the French 
word for dog (Chien) that also evokes the luxurious feel of angora. Apparently this cottage industry was 
spurred by the publication of a how-to guide titled "Knitting With Dog Hair: Better a Sweater From a Dog 
You Know and Love Than From a Sheep You'll Never Meet." 
 
Will I Smell Like Wet Dog If It Rains? 
We have been reassured that these canine hair crafters wash the dog hair several times with a 
detergent before spinning it into yarn. Even when wet, a Golden Retriever scarf doesn't smell any more 
like dog than a typical wool sweater smells like sheep, according to the crafters. 

 

Wearing the hair of the dog 
By Katy Hall 
Source: http://jscms.jrn.columbia.edu/cns/2009-04-28/hall-petsweaters.html 
 
Pegg Thomas‘s dog Thor is no longer with her, but he still keeps her warm through frigid Michigan 
winters. When Thomas goes ice fishing or braves a blizzard, she puts on a sweater made from the hair 
the elkhound-Lab mix, who died in 2005 at the age of 13.  
―It‘s much warmer than wool,‖ said Thomas, 47. ―And you know it‘s him. It‘s a sentimental thing.‖  



Ο.ΠΤΡ.ΕΛ. Newsletter – Σεύχος (Vol.) 1/2014 

 

pyrclubgr.yolasite.com 

29 

Thomas, a fiber artist in Ossineke, Mich., saved the beige and gray hair from her beloved dog over 
years of grooming, spun it together with the wool of a graying black ewe, and knit the yarn into her 
prized sweater. She even had some left over to make socks and mittens for the kids.  
Some may think that wearing a deceased pet is creepy. But in an age when people are cloning, freeze-
drying and buying velvet-lined caskets for their four-legged friends, dog and cat hair sweaters aren‘t the 
most peculiar memorials. Animal lovers across the country are collecting the hair their pets shed and 
turning it into knitwear that evokes their cuddly companions—sometimes when the pets are still alive.  

When Sammy, a Great Pyrenees, died in 2005, his owner sent hair she had collected from him to fiber 

artist Nancy Brome. (Courtesy of Nancy Brome) 

 

The box of Sammy's hair was enough for several skeins of yarn, 

some of which Brome knit into a headband and evening bag. 

(Courtesy of Nancy Brome) 

 
They often send the hair off to specialized fiber artists, or those 
who spin fibers into yarn.  
―They really feel they‘ve got their pet sent back to them,‖ said 
Christine O‘Hara, owner of Spinning Straw into Gold in Southlake, 
Texas. ―If you pick up an urn of ashes, it‘s a cold vase. But yarn is 
soft and tactile. It‘s like holding your pet again.‖  
O‘Hara has been spinning fibers like silk, wool and alpaca for 
more than a decade, but for years it didn‘t occur to her to spin the 
black hair her cat, Onyx, shed in piles every spring.  
When Onyx died four years ago, ―it was one of those lightbulb 
moments,‖ she said. ―The most obvious thing is right there in front 
of you.‖  

O‘Hara now receives large packages of smelly dog and cat hair from around the country—the average 
woman‘s sweater requires two pounds of it, which can take years to collect and cost hundreds of dollars 
to spin—and turns it into clean, fuzzy skeins of very personal yarn.  
To get enough yarn to create something special, it‘s a good idea to start stockpiling hair well before the 
animal‘s death. For more than five years Nancy Brome has saved the long, golden hair of her Afghan 
hound, Chili Dog. She now has three boxes of it.  
―As I was brushing him, I thought, ‗I wish there was something I could do with all this beautiful hair,‘‖ she 
said.  

http://jscms.jrn.columbia.edu/cns/2009-04-28/hall-petsweaters/Great_Pyr_Items.html
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Three years ago, Brome, 46, signed up for spinning lessons and soon was turning out designer blends 
of dog hair with alpaca wool from farms near her Manchester, N.H., home.  

It wasn‘t long before Brome‘s coworkers wanted 
in on her services. The project manager at Blue 
Cross/Blue Shield would come into work to find 
her desk laden with baggies of pet hair affixed 
with it notes bearing their owners‘ extensions.  
Now her business, Hair of the Dog Designer 
Yarn, has a two-month waiting list and she 
hasn‘t even had the time to finish the shawl from 
Chili Dog, now 12. Starting at a base price of 
$10.50 per ounce, Brome spins everything from 
Maltese to Malamute.  
―It‘s really no different than any other fiber,‖ she 
said.  

Dog yarn is technically called chiengora—and in terms of texture and look it‘s more like angora or 
cashmere than wool.  
―It‘s about having something from a pet you love, but on a purely aesthetic level, the yarn is really 
beautiful,‖ said Kendall Crolius, author of ―Knitting With Dog Hair: Better a Sweater From a Dog You 
Know and Love Than From a Sheep You‘ll Never Meet.‖  
If you‘re wondering whether a wet dog hair sweater will start to smell like your pooch after he comes in 
from a romp in the rain, it won‘t. Chiengora is thoroughly hand washed and deodorized before being 
spun into yarn.  
―In the same way a wool sweater doesn‘t smell like wet sheep, a dog hair sweater doesn‘t smell like wet 
dog,‖ Thomas said.  
Despite its pleasing properties, pet hair isn‘t the perfect material for human clothing. It lacks the 
memory—the ability to retain its original shape—that makes wool more elastic. And people may also 
find that their sweaters tend to shed just like their pets.  
Even though enthusiasts of pet yarn are invariably ardent animal lovers, some people find turning family 
members into clothing distasteful or morbid. A widespread misconception about how the hair is 
harvested only adds to the contempt, said Crolius.  
―There are people who are going to be grossed out by it,‖ she said. ―They think we‘re out there shearing 
dogs. We‘d never do that.‖ 
 
E-mail: ksh2119@columbia.edu  
 

Knitting With Dog Hair: Better A Sweater From A Dog You Know 

and Love Than From A Sheep You'll Never Meet  
Source: http://www.goodreads.com/book/show/725900.Knitting_With_Dog_Hair 
 

Learn to recycle Rover into beautiful garments and accessories as 
the authors teach you this wacky new spin on an old craft. Knitting 
with Dog Hair is the definitive guide to putting on the dog!  
In this tip-filled, easy-to-use book, the authors tell: 
-How to make Afghan or a beret from your Beagle: you pet can yield 
yarn 
-How to collect, clean, and store your pooch's fur 
-How to modify your patterns to accommodate pet-spun yarn 
-How to find experienced pet hair spinners, a guide to resources 
and suppliers 
 
From mittens from a Malamute to caps from a Collie, this illustrated 
guide is the creative answer to that vexing shedding problem. This 
fetching book is certain to be this year's best in show!  
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 Οδεγίεο ζπιινγήο θαη επεμεξγαζίαο καιιηνύ:  
http://www.ehow.com/how_2074482_knit-dog-hair-sweater.html 
 

 
Δίλαη φλησο εληππσζηαθέο νη πνζφηεηεο καιιηνχ πνπ ζπιιέγνπλ νη ηδηνθηήηεο Μ Ππξελαίσλ ηελ επνρή 
πνπ ν ζθχινο αιιάδεη ζρεδφλ ην ζχλνιν ηνπ ηξηρψκαηνο ηνπ. Ίζσο πνιιέο θνξέο λα ζθεθηήθαηε: ―Με 
ηόζο μαλλί θηιάσνυ ποςλόβεπ!‖ Όπσο δηαβάζαηε ζηα παξαπάλσ θείκελα, απηφο ν αζηετζκφο είλαη 
πιένλ πξαγκαηηθφηεηα! Ζ επεμεξγαζία ηνπ καιιηνχ δελ δηαθέξεη απφ εθείλε ησλ πξνβάησλ. Έηζη εάλ 
έρεηε θάπνηα γλσζηή θπξία πνπ μέξεη λα γλέζεη θαη λα πιέθεη ηφηε κπνξείηε λα ην επηρεηξήζεηε. Καη εάλ 
αλαξσηηέζηε εάλ ζα κπξίδεη «ζθπιίια» φηαλ βξαρεί, έλα είλαη ζίγνπξν: φια ηα ξνχρα απφ αγλφ 
παξζέλν καιιί έρνπλ κηα ηδηαίηεξε κπξσδηά φηαλ βξαρνχλ! Σίπνηα παξαπάλσ! 
Μπνξείηε επίζεο λα ζηείιεηε ην καιιί ζην εμσηεξηθφ θαη λα παξαιάβεηε ην ηειηθφ πξντφλ ζην ζπίηη 
ζαο: 

 

Detta's Spindle 

2592 Geggen-Tina Rd, Maple Plain, MN 55359         

763-479-2886           

e-mail: dettasspindle@yahoo.com  

http://www.dettasspindle.net 
 

 

Coping with Pet Loss 
By Lawrence Robinson, Jeanne Segal, Ph.D., and Robert Segal, M.A. 
Last updated: July 2014 
Source: http://www.helpguide.org/mental/grieving_pets.htm 
 
Given the intense bond most of us share with our animals, it‘s natural to feel devastated by feelings of 
grief and sadness when a pet dies. While some people may not understand the depth of feeling you had 

for your pet, you should never feel 
guilty or ashamed about grieving for 
an animal friend. Instead, use these 
healthy ways to cope with the loss, 
comfort yourself and others, and 
begin the process of moving on. 
 
Understanding grief after the loss 
of a pet 
For many people a pet is not ―just a 
dog‖ or ―just a cat.‖ Pets are beloved 
members of the family and, when 
they die, you feel a significant, even 
traumatic loss. The level of grief 
depends on factors such as your age 
and personality, the age of your pet, 
and the circumstances of their death. 

Generally, the more significant the loss, the more intense the grief you‘ll feel. 
Grief can be complicated by the role the animal played in your life. For example, if your pet was a 
working dog or a helper animal such as a guide dog, then you‘ll not only be grieving the loss of a 
companion but also the loss of a coworker or the loss of your independence. If you cared for your pet 
through a protracted illness, you likely grew to love him even more. If you lived alone and the pet was 
your only companion, coming to terms with his loss can be even harder. If you were unable to afford 

http://www.ehow.com/how_2074482_knit-dog-hair-sweater.html
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expensive veterinary treatment to prolong the life of your pet, you may even feel a profound sense of 
guilt. 
 
Everyone grieves differently 
Grieving is a personal and highly individual experience. Some people find grief comes in stages, where 
they experience different feelings such as denial, anger, guilt, depression, and eventually acceptance 
and resolution. Others find that grief is more cyclical, coming in waves, or a series of highs and lows. 
The lows are likely to be deeper and longer at the beginning and then gradually become shorter and 
less intense as time goes by. Still, even years after a loss, a sight, a sound, or a special anniversary can 
spark memories that trigger a strong sense of grief. 
 The grieving process happens only gradually. It can‘t be forced or hurried—and there is no 

―normal‖ timetable for grieving. Some people start to feel better in weeks or months. For others, the 
grieving process is measured in years. Whatever your grief experience, it‘s important to be patient 
with yourself and allow the process to naturally unfold. 

 Feeling sad, frightened, or lonely is a normal reaction to the loss of a beloved pet. Exhibiting 
these feelings doesn‘t mean you are weak, so you shouldn‘t feel ashamed. 

 Trying to ignore your pain or keep it from surfacing will only make it worse in the long run. 
For real healing, it is necessary to face your grief and actively deal with it. By expressing your grief, 
you‘ll likely need less time to heal than if you withhold or ―bottle up‖ your feelings. Write about your 
feelings and talk with others about them. 

 
Dealing with the loss of a pet when others devalue your loss 
One aspect that can make grieving for the loss of a pet so difficult is that pet loss is not appreciated by 
everyone. Friends and family may ask ―What‘s the big deal? It‘s just a pet!‖ Some people assume that 
pet loss shouldn‘t hurt as much as human loss, or that it is somehow inappropriate to grieve for an 
animal. They may not understand because they don‘t have a pet of their own, or because they are 
unable to appreciate the companionship and love that a pet can provide. 
 Don‘t argue with others about whether your grief is appropriate or not. 
 Accept the fact that the best support for your grief may come from outside your usual circle of 

friends and family members. 
 Seek out others who have lost pets; those who can appreciate the magnitude of your loss, and may 

be able to suggest ways of getting through the grieving process. 
 
Tips for coping with the grief of pet loss 
Sorrow and grief are normal and natural responses to death. Like grief for humans, grief for animal 
companions can only be dealt with over time, but there are healthy ways to cope with the pain. Here are 
some suggestions: 
 Don’t let anyone tell you how to feel, and don‘t tell yourself how to feel either. Your grief is your 

own, and no one else can tell you when it‘s time to ―move on‖ or ―get over it.‖ Let yourself feel 
whatever you feel without embarrassment or judgment. It‘s okay to be angry, to cry or not to cry. It‘s 
also okay to laugh, to find moments of joy, and to let go when you‘re ready. 

 Reach out to others who have lost pets. Check out online message boards, pet loss hotlines, and 
pet loss support groups. If your own friends, family members, therapist, or clergy do not work well 
with the grief of pet loss, find someone who does. 

 Rituals can help healing. A funeral can help you and your family members openly express your 
feelings. Ignore people who think it‘s inappropriate to hold a funeral for a pet, and do what feels right 
for you. 

 Create a legacy. Preparing a memorial, planting a tree in memory of your pet, compiling a photo 
album or scrapbook, or otherwise sharing the memories you enjoyed with your pet, can create a 
legacy to celebrate the life of your animal companion. 

 Look after yourself. The stress of losing a pet can quickly deplete your energy and emotional 
reserves. Looking after your physical and emotional needs will help you get through this difficult 
time. Eat a healthy diet, get plenty of sleep, and exercise regularly to release endorphins and help 
boost your mood. 



Ο.ΠΤΡ.ΕΛ. Newsletter – Σεύχος (Vol.) 1/2014 

 

pyrclubgr.yolasite.com 

33 

 If you have other pets, try to maintain your normal routine. Surviving pets can also experience 
loss when a pet dies, or they may become distressed by your sorrow. Maintaining their daily 
routines, or even increasing exercise and play times, will not only benefit the surviving pets but may 
also help to elevate your outlook too.  

 
Tips for seniors to cope with pet loss 
As we age, we experience an increasing number of major life changes, including the loss of beloved 
friends, family members, and pets. The death of a pet can hit retired seniors even harder than younger 
adults who may be able to draw on the comfort of a close family, or distract themselves with the routine 
of work. For older adults who live alone, the pet was probably your sole companion, and taking care of 
the animal provided you with a sense of purpose and self-worth. 
 Try to find new meaning and joy in life. Caring for a pet previously occupied your time and 

boosted your morale and optimism. Try to fill that time by volunteering, picking up a long-neglected 
hobby, taking a class, helping friends care for their pets, or even by getting another pet when the 
time feels right. 

 Stay connected with friends. Pets, dogs especially, can help seniors meet new people or regularly 
connect with friends and neighbors while out on a walk or in the dog park, for example. Having lost 
your pet, it‘s important that you don‘t now spend day after day alone. Try to spend time with at least 
one person every day. Regular face-to-face contact can help you ward off depression and stay 
positive. Call up an old friend or neighbor for a lunch date or join a club. 

 Boost your vitality with exercise. Pets help many older adults stay active and playful, which can 
boost your immune system and increase your energy. It‘s important to keep up your activity levels 
after the loss of your pet. Check with your doctor before starting an exercise program and then find 
an activity that you enjoy. Exercising in a group—by playing a sport such as tennis or golf, or taking 
an exercise or swimming class—can also help you connect with others.  

 
Helping a child cope with pet loss 
The loss of a pet may be your child‘s first experience of death—and your first opportunity to teach them 
about coping with the grief and pain that inevitably accompanies the joy of loving another living creature. 
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Losing a pet can be a traumatic experience for any child. Many kids love their pets very deeply and 
some may not even remember a time in their life when the pet wasn‘t around. A child may feel angry 
and blame themselves—or you—for the pet‘s death. A child may feel scared that other people or 
animals they love may also leave them. How you handle the grieving process can determine whether 
the experience has a positive or negative effect on your child‘s personal development. 
Some parents feel they should try to shield their children from the sadness of losing a pet by either not 
talking about the pet‘s death, or by not being honest about what‘s happened. Pretending the animal ran 
away, or ―went to sleep,‖ for example, can leave a child feeling even more confused, frightened, and 
betrayed when they finally learn the truth. It‘s far better to be honest with children and allow them the 
opportunity to grieve in their own way. 
 
Tips for a helping a child cope with the loss of a pet 
 Let your child see you express your own grief at the loss of the pet. If you don‘t experience the 

same sense of loss as your child, respect their grief and let them express their feelings openly, 
without making them feel ashamed or guilty. Children should feel proud that 

they have so much compassion and care deeply about their animal 
companions. 

 Reassure your child that they weren‘t responsible for the 
pet‘s death. The death of a pet can raise a lot of questions and 
fears in a child. You may need to reassure your child that you, 
their parents, are not also likely to die. It‘s important to talk 
about all their feelings and concerns. 
 Involve your child in the dying process. If you‘ve chosen 

euthanasia for your pet, be honest with your child. Explain why 
the choice is necessary and give the child chance to spend some 

special time with the pet and say goodbye in his or her own way. 
 If possible, give the child an opportunity to create a memento of 

the pet. This could be a special photograph, or a plaster cast of the animal‘s paw 
print, for example. 

 Allow the child to be involved in any memorial service, if they desire. Holding a funeral or 
creating a memorial for the pet can help your child express their feelings openly and help process 
the loss. 

 Do not rush out to get the child a ―replacement pet‖ before they have had chance to grieve the 
loss they feel. Your child may feel disloyal, or you could send the message that the grief and 
sadness felt when something dies can simply be overcome by buying a replacement. 

 
Making the decision to put a pet to sleep 
A decision concerning euthanasia may be one of the most difficult decisions you will ever have to make 
for your pet. As a loving pet owner, though, the time may come when you need to help your pet make 
the transition from life to death, with the help of your veterinarian, in as painless and peaceful a way as 
possible. 
 
Knowing when it’s time to put a pet to sleep 
Euthanasia for a beloved pet is highly personal decision and usually comes after a diagnosis of a 
terminal illness and with the knowledge that the animal is suffering seriously. Your choices for your pet 
should be informed by the care and love you feel for the animal. Important things to consider include: 
 Activity level. Does your pet still enjoy previously loved activities or is he/she able to be active at 

all? 
 Response to care and affection. Does your pet still interact and respond to love and care in the 

usual ways? 
 Amount of pain and suffering. Is your pet experiencing pain and suffering which outweigh any 

pleasure and enjoyment in life? 
 Terminal illness or critical injury. Have illness or injury prohibited your pet from enjoying life? Is 

your pet facing certain death from the injury or illness? 
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 Your family’s feelings. Is your family unanimous in the decision? If not, and you still feel it is the 
best thing for your pet, can you live with the decision that you have to make? 

If you do decide that ending the suffering is in your pet‘s best interest, take your time to create a 
process that is as peaceful as possible for you, your pet, and your family. You may want to have a last 
day at home with the pet in order to say goodbye, or to visit the pet at the animal hospital. You can also 
choose to be present during your pet‘s euthanasia, or to say goodbye beforehand and remain in the 
veterinary waiting room or at home. This is an individual decision for each member of the family. 
 
What to expect when putting your dog or cat to sleep 
According to the American Veterinary Medical Association, euthanasia for a pet is most often achieved 
by injection of a death-inducing drug. The veterinarian may administer a tranquilizer first to relax your 
pet. Following the injection of the euthanasia drug, your pet will immediately become unconscious. 
Death is quick and painless. Your pet may move its legs or breathe deeply several times after the drug 
is given, but these are reflexes and don‘t mean that your pet is in pain or is suffering. 
 
How to explain pet euthanasia to a child 
Explain that the pet is ill, often suffering, and that you have the ability to end that suffering in a very 
humane and gentle way. It is a simple injection, very peaceful and painless, and if you really love a pet 
you have to make these kinds of difficult decisions. 
 Children tend to feed off of how their parents react. If a parent is hysterical, the children will be the 

same. If the parents are truly sad, and deal with the sadness in a healthy and thoughtful manner, the 
children will follow their example. 

 If you are putting your beloved pet to sleep for the right reasons, tell your children that it is OK to feel 
sad, but don't feel guilty. These are two very different emotions. You should feel sad, and your 
children can feel the sadness, but don't mix guilt in with the sadness. One emotion is healthy, the 
other terribly burdensome. 

 
Getting another dog or cat: Moving on after pet loss 
There are many wonderful reasons to once again share your life with a companion animal, but the 
decision of when to do so is a very personal one. It may be tempting to rush out and fill the void left by 
your pet‘s death by immediately getting another pet. In most cases, it‘s best to mourn the old pet first, 
and wait until you‘re emotionally ready to open your heart and your home to a new animal. 
Some retired seniors living alone, however, may find it hardest to adjust to life without a pet. If taking 
care of an animal provided you with a sense of purpose and self-worth as well as companionship, you 
may want to consider getting another pet at an earlier stage. Of course, seniors also need to consider 
their own health and life expectancy when deciding on a new pet. 
Each animal is different, so trying to exactly duplicate your old pet will likely result only in frustration and 
disappointment. A new pet should be appreciated fully for its own sake, not as a direct replacement. 
That may mean choosing another type of pet or a different breed. Whatever you decide, give yourself 
time to grieve the loss of your old friend and follow your instincts. You will know when it is right to bring 
a new animal companion into your life. 
 

Αληί ζρνιίνπ ε παξάζεζεο πεξίιεςεο αληηγξάθσ από κηα ηζηνζειίδα: 
 

Τα δώα δνπλ ηελ ζηηγκή. Απηή είλαη ε νκνξθηά ηνπο. Ζνπλ ηελ θάζε κέξα ζαλ λα είλαη 

θαηλνύξγηα. Δελ αλαπνινύλ ην παξειζώλ θαη δελ πξνβάινπλ ην κέιινλ. Απηό θαίλεηαη 

ηδηαίηεξα ζην πσο αληηκεησπίδεη έλα πγηέο δών θάπνην άιιν θαθνπνηεκέλν. Έλα δών 

ελώ μέξεη όηη ην άιιν έρεη ππνζηεί θαθνπνίεζε δελ ζα ηνπ ζπκπεξηθεξζεί δηαθνξεηηθά 

από έλα θαλνληθό δών. Οη θαλόλεο ζα παξακείλνπλ θαη ε ηεξαξρία ζα ηεξεζεί ρσξίο 

έιενο. Δηόηη νη θαλόλεο απηνί είλαη πνπ ζηεξίδνπλ θαη εγγπώληαη ηελ επηβίσζε κηαο 

αγέιεο. Πξέπεη εκείο νη άλζξσπνη λα ην ιάβνπκε ππόςε απηό θαη λα κελ ηνπο 

ζπκπεξηθεξόκαζηε κε ηελ ππεξβνιηθή ζπκπόληα πνπ ραξαθηεξίδεη εκάο ηνπο 

αλζξώπνπο δηόηη έηζη δίλνπκε έκθαζε ζην πξόβιεκα θαη δελ ην αθήλνπκε λα 

μεπεξαζηεί. Οπόηε ηα δώα, ελώ έρνπλ αίζζεζε ηνπ ζαλάηνπ, δελ ην ζθέθηνληαη 



Ο.ΠΤΡ.ΕΛ. Newsletter – Σεύχος (Vol.) 1/2014 

 

pyrclubgr.yolasite.com 

36 

ζπλέρεηα θαη δελ είλαη θάηη πνπ θπξηεύεη ηελ δσή ηνπο. Θα ην αληηκεησπίζνπλ όηαλ 

έξζεη ε ώξα. 

 

Όταν πλησιάζει ο θάνατος 

Όηαλ έλα δών πιεζηάδεη ηνλ ζάλαην ιόγν αξξώζηηαο, αηπρήκαηνο, ή γεξαηεηώλ αξρίδεη 

λα θεύγεη από ην ζώκα ηνπ όιν θαη πεξηζζόηεξν. Όζν πεξλνύλ νη κέξεο είλαη όιν θαη 

ιηγόηεξν ζην ζώκα ηνπ θαη ν ηδηνθηήηεο ηνπ ζα θαηαιάβεη όηη ην δών έρεη ζηηγκέο 

δηαύγεηαο αιιά ηηο πεξηζζόηεξεο ώξεο ηηο πεξλάεη θνηκηζκέλν ε ‘αιινύ’. Απηόο είλαη 

κεραληζκόο πνπ έρνπλ όια ηα δώα θαη είλαη πξνζηαηεπηηθόο. Έλα παξάδεηγκα είλαη ηα 

ζεξάκαηα ζηελ θύζε, πρ γαδέιεο. Ελώ θεύγνπλ από ηελ δσή κε ηόζν θξηθηό θαη βίαην 

ηξόπν (γηα ηα αλζξώπηλα δεδνκέλα) ε θύζε έρεη πξνλνήζεη θαη ηελ ζηηγκή πνπ ην 

ιηνληάξη πηάλεη ηελ γαδέια ζην ζηόκα ηνπ εθείλν έρεη ήδε θύγεη από ην ζώκα ηνπ θαη 

έηζη δελ αηζζάλεηαη ηνλ πόλν. 

 

Η ώρα τοσ θανάτοσ 

Έλα άξξσζην ή πιεγσκέλν δών ζπλήζσο απνθόβεη ηηο επαθέο ηνπ κε ηνλ έμσ θόζκν. 

Κνηκάηαη πνιύ, ηξώεη θαη πίλεη ιίγν έσο θαζόινπ θαη ζέιεη κηα αηκόζθαηξα ήζπρε θαη 

κνλαρηθή. Σηελ θύζε κία αξξώζηηα κπνξεί λα είλαη αηηία γηα απνκάθξπλζε ελόο 

αγειαίνπ δών από ηελ αγέιε ηνπ κε ξίζθν ηνλ ζάλαην, δηόηη θεύγνληαο ράλεη ηελ 

πξνζηαζία ηεο αγέιεο ηνπ. Η αλάγθε γηα απνκόλσζε είλαη πην κεγάιε. Είλαη ζαλ λα 

κπαίλνπλ ζε έλα πεδίν δηαθνξεηηθό όπνπ γίλεηαη έλα είδνο δηαινγηζκνύ κε ζηόρν ηελ 

αλάξξσζε ή ηελ πέξαζε ζηελ άιιε πιεπξά. Όιν ηνπο ην είλαη πξνζπαζεί λα αλαξξώζεη 

ή λα πξνεηνηκαζηεί γηα ηνλ ζάλαην αιιά γίλεηαη κε έλαλ ηξόπν γαιήλην, δηαινγηζηηθό 

θαη κε θνβεξή αμηνπξέπεηα. Είλαη ιίγεο νη θνξέο πνπ έλα δών ζα θιαίεη θαη ζα θσλάδεη 

όηαλ είλαη άξξσζην. Μπνξεί ηελ ζηηγκή ελόο αηπρήκαηνο λα θσλάμεη ή λα θιάςεη αιιά 

ζηελ αλάξξσζε ε ζπκπεξηθνξά ηνπ είλαη δηαθνξεηηθή. 

Ο ζάλαηνο είλαη θάηη απόιπηα θπζηθό γηα έλα δών θαη έηζη αληηκεησπίδεηε όηαλ βξεζεί 

κπξνζηά ηνπ. Είλαη έλα θνκκάηη ηεο δσήο ηνπο, έλα θνκκάηη ηνπ εαπηνύ ηνπο. 

Αληηιακβάλνληαη ηνλ ζάλαην θαη ηνλ δέρνληαη κε απόιπηε αμηνπξέπεηα. Κάπνηα δώα ζα 

δείμνπλ ιίγν άγρνπο ζαλάηνπ πξνο ην ηέινο εηδηθά όηαλ αηζζάλνληαη όηη ηνπο θξαηάεη 

θάηη ζηελ δσή. Εθείλε ηελ ώξα ρξεηάδνληαη ηελ ζηήξημε καο θαη ηελ απειεπζέξσζε γηα 

λα θύγνπλ. Πξέπεη, ινηπόλ, λα ηα θαζεζπράζνπκε θαη λα ηνπο δώζνπκε λα θαηαιάβνπλ 

όηη κπνξνύλ λα θύγνπλ ειεύζεξα όπνηε ζέινπλ θαη όηη εκείο ζα είκαζηε θαιά κέλνληαο 

πίζσ αιιά όηη ζα καο ιείςνπλ. 

 

Ο θάνατος σε τρίτο πρόσωπο 

Τα δώα ζξελνύλ γηα ηνλ ρακό θάπνηνπ αγαπεκέλνπ πξνζώπνπ, αλζξώπνπ ε δώνπ. 

Είλαη πνιιέο νη ηζηνξίεο πνπ πεξηγξάθνπλ δώα λα ζηέθνληαη θαη λα πεξηκέλνπλ πηζηά 

δίπια ζην άςπρν ζώκα ηνπ ηδηνθηήηε ηνπο ή ελόο ζπγγεληθνύ δώνπ.  Υπάξρεη ινηπόλ ε 

αίζζεζε ηνπ θηλδύλνπ αιιά θαη ε αλαγλώξηζε ηνπ ζαλάηνπ θαη ζε άιια πξόζσπα ηξίηα. 

 

Σσμπέρασμα και σσμβοσλή 
Ο πόλνο θαη ε ζιίςε εθείλεο ηηο ώξεο είλαη δηθηά καο θαη όρη δηθηά ηνπο. Τα δηθά καο 

ζπλαηζζήκαηα, ινηπόλ, κπνξνύλ λα κπινθάξνπλ ην δών καο θαη λα κελ κπνξεί λα θύγεη 

κε επθνιία. Από ηελ κεξηά καο εθείλεο νη ώξεο ρξεηάδνληαη ςπρξαηκία γηα λα κελ 

ζηαζνύκε εκπόδην ζηελ δηαδηθαζία απηή. Όζν κπνξείηε, ινηπόλ, δερηείηε ηνλ ζάλαην 

ηνπ δώνπ ζαο μέξνληαο πσο απηό πνπ βηώλεη ηνπ είλαη απόιπηα θπζηθό, όζν πόλν θαη 

λα αηζζάλνληαη. Μελ βηαζηείηε γηα ηελ επζαλαζία. Σηελ Ειιάδα έρνπλ απμεζεί πνιύ νη 

άζθνπεο επζαλαζίεο κε ζηόρν ηελ ιύηξσζε από ηνλ πόλν θαη εγώ ξσηώ ‘πνηόλ πόλν 

ηνπ δώνπ ή ηνλ δηθό ζαο;’!!! Η επζαλαζία πξέπεη λα γίλεηαη όηαλ ην δών είλαη έηνηκν 
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λα θύγεη θαη όρη πξηλ δηόηη έηζη γίλεζηε εκπόδην ζηελ αλάπηπμε ηεο ςπρήο ηνπ δώνπ θαη 

ζηελ εκπεηξία πνπ έρεη δηαιέμεη απηή ε ςπρή ζηελ ζπγθεθξηκέλε ελζσκάησζε. 

Υπάξρνπλ ηξόπνη γηα λα κάζεη ν ηδηνθηήηεο αλ ε ςπρή ηνπ δώνπ ηνπ είλαη έηνηκν λα 

θύγεη. 

 
http://www.marilyn.gr 

 

Όταν ένας φίλος φεύγει 
Δπηκέιεηα: Καηεξίλα Υαηδεγηάλλε 
Πεγή: http://www.skilia.gr 
 
Μαο ραξίδνπλ αγάπε, αθνζίσζε θαη ζηηγκέο ραξάο, αιιά «θεχγνπλ» λσξίηεξα απφ εκάο ηνπο 
αλζξψπνπο. 
Οη ηεηξάπνδνη θίινη καο αμίδνπλ θαη απηνί, ίζσο κε ην παξαπάλσ, ηε ζιίςε θαη ηνλ πφλν πνπ καο 

πξνθαιεί ε απψιεηά ηνπο. Απνηεινχλ έλα 
απφ ηα πην γιπθά θνκκάηηα ηεο δσήο καο θαη 
ε ζέζε ηνπο, αθφκα θαη κεηά ην ζάλαηφ ηνπο, 
είλαη κέζα ζηελ θαξδηά καο. 
Γηα θάπνην ιφγν, ζχκθσλα κε ηα ξσζηθά 
έληππα πνπ αλαθέξνληαη ζηνπο ζθχινπο, 
ζρεδφλ θαλείο δελ γξάθεη ηίπνηα ζρεηηθά κε 
ην ζάλαην ηνπ αγαπεκέλνπ ηεηξάπνδνπ 
θίινπ ηνπ. Ίζσο απηφ είλαη ζσζηφ, γηαηί δελ 
ππάξρεη ιφγνο λα μχλεη ηελ πιεγή ζηελ 
θαξδηά ηνπ, εθφζνλ απηφ είλαη έλα 
αλαπφηξεπην γεγνλφο. 
Καιχηεξα λα κελ ην ζθέθηεζαη θαη λα δεηο 
ήξεκα ην παξφλ. Όκσο, έκεηλα έθπιεθηε 
φηαλ, δηαβάδνληαο ηα αγγιηθά πεξηνδηθά 
θπλνινγίαο, είδα φηη ε αλαθνξά ζε απηφ ην 
ζέκα είλαη ζπλήζεο, ζρεδφλ εζηκηθή. ε θάζε 
έθδνζε ησλ ηειεπηαίσλ εηψλ έβιεπα κία 
ζηήιε «Νεθξνινγία» κε ηε θσηνγξαθία ελφο 
ζθχινπ πνπ είρε πεζάλεη θαη ηα 
απνραηξεηηζηήξηα ιφγηα πνπ ήζειαλ λα πνπλ 
νη ηδηνθηήηεο ηνπ. 
Πνιχ ζπρλά έβιεπα ηνλ ηίηιν «Υάλνληαο έλα 
θίιν» ζε κία ελφηεηα φπνπ δηάθνξνη 
άλζξσπνη (θηελίαηξνη, ςπρνζεξαπεπηέο, 

θ.ιπ.) έγξαθαλ θαη κνηξάδνληαλ ηηο εκπεηξίεο ηνπο θαη έδηλαλ ζπκβνπιέο ζηνπο ηδηνθηήηεο (π.ρ. ηη λα 
θάλνπλ αλ ν λεθξφο ζθχινο ιείπεη πνιχ ζην θίιν ηνπ ή ζην ηαίξη ηνπ). Καη κνπ θαηλφηαλ φηη ζ‖ απηέο 
ηηο πεξηπηψζεηο ίζσο ππάξρεη θάπνηνο θαιχηεξνο ηξφπνο αληί ηεο ζησπήο θαη φηη νη ηδηνθηήηεο 
ρξεηάδνληαη ςπρνινγηθή ππνζηήξημε θαη θαηαλφεζε φηαλ πεζαίλνπλ νη ζθχινη ηνπο. 
 
Θιίςε θαη ηύςεηο 
Οη Άγγινη εηδηθνί ζε ζέκαηα θπλνινγίαο γξάθνπλ ραξαθηεξηζηηθά: «Ζ πηθξία θη ν πφλνο αθνινπζνχλ 
θάζε ζάλαην. Όινη νη πξαγκαηηθνί ιάηξεηο ησλ ζθχισλ ληψζνπλ έλα βαζχ θελφ ζηελ θαξδηά ηνπο γηα 
κεγάιν δηάζηεκα αθνχ πεζάλεη ν ζθχινο ηνπο. Αηζζάλνληαη ζιίςε θαη κεηαληψλνπλ γηα θάηη πνπ δελ 
έθαλαλ ή πνπ δελ πξφζθεξαλ αθφκα πεξηζζφηεξε αγάπε θαη πξνζνρή. 
Έξρεηαη ζην κπαιφ ζνπ εθείλε ε θνξά πνπ ηελ ηηκψξεζεο, θιείλνληάο ηελ ζην θνπηί ηεο, φηαλ ζνπ 
πήξε ηε κπάια γηα λα παίμεηε, ή εθείλν ην ζαββαηνθχξηαθν πνπ δελ πήγαηε εθείλε ηε βφιηα, πνπ 
πεξίκελε κε ηφζε ραξά, επεηδή εζχ έπξεπε λα θχγεηο μαθληθά γηα δνπιεηά. Καη ηψξα ζπκάζαη κε 
ηχςεηο πψο ζε θνίηαμε ηφηε. Έλαο θαηαξξάθηεο ζθέςεσλ πιεκκπξίδεη ην κπαιφ ζνπ: «Ση ζα γηλφηαλ 
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αλ… », «Θα κπνξνχζα λα έρσ θάλεη πεξηζζφηεξα… ». Όια απηά απνηεινχλ έλα κέξνο ηεο ζιίςεο καο 
πνπ κφλν ν ρξφλνο κπνξεί λα ζεξαπεχζεη. Κάζε ηδηνθηήηεο ην μέξεη απηφ. 
 
Μηα λέα «καιιηαξή» παξεγνξηά 
Μεξηθέο θνξέο, φηαλ ράζνπλ ην ιαηξεπηφ ηνπο ζθχιν νη άλζξσπνη κέλνπλ θνιιεκέλνη ζηε κλήκε ηνπ 
θαη απνθαζίδνπλ λα κελ επηηξέςνπλ ζε θαλέλα αδέμην θαη δσεξφ θνπηάβη λα κπεη ζην ζπίηη ηνπο. Δίλαη 
δχζθνιν λα επηιέμεηο κεηαμχ ηεο αγάπεο γηα έλα αζηείν θνπηάβη, κε κηθξή νπξίηζα θαη κνπζνχδα θαη 
ηέζζεξα κηθξά πνδαξάθηα, θαη ηεο αθνζίσζεο θαη πίζηεο ηνπ ρακέλνπ θίινπ ζνπ. Θα μαλαυπάξμεη 
λένο ρσξηζκφο θαη λένο πφλνο – νη άλζξσπνη δνχλε πεξηζζφηεξν απφ ηνπο ζθχινπο. Όκσο, θαληάζνπ 
ηε ραξά πνπ ζε πεξηκέλεη αλ δψζεηο μαλά ηελ θαξδηά ζνπ ζε έλα αδέμην, παηρληδηάξηθν θνπηάβη κε 

κεγάιεο παηνχζεο… 
Ο Κφλξαλη Λφξελδ (Konrad Lorenz), 
εηδηθφο ζε ζέκαηα ζπκπεξηθνξάο 
ζθχισλ, ζην βηβιίν ηνπ «Man Meets 
Dog» δίλεη ηελ εμήο πεξηγξαθή γη‖ απηφ 
ην ζπλαίζζεκα: «ηελ αλζξψπηλε δσή 
φιεο νη ραξέο πιεξψλνληαη κε ιχπε θαη 
ζεσξψ φηη θάπνηνο ν νπνίνο αξλείηαη 
ζηνλ εαπηφ ηνπ ηηο απιέο ραξέο, πνπ δελ 
βιάπηνπλ απφ εζηθήο πιεπξάο, κφλν 
εμαηηίαο ηνπ θφβνπ, αξγά ή γξήγνξα ε 
δσή ζα ηνλ ηηκσξήζεη, θάλνληάο ηνλ 
έλαλ ζπλαηζζεκαηηθά λεθξφ άλζξσπν». 
Αλ ράζεηο θάπνην ζθχιν θη ακέζσο κεηά 
πάξεηο έλα θνπηάβη ηεο ίδηαο ξάηζαο, 

ηφηε, αλ φια αθνινπζήζνπλ ηε θπζηνινγηθή πνξεία ηνπο, ζχληνκα ζα δεηο φηη ζα γεκίζεη ην θελφ ζηελ 
θαξδηά ζνπ θαη ζηε ζιηκκέλε δσή πνπ έδεζεο κεηά ηνλ απνρσξηζκφ ζνπ απφ ηνλ ηεηξάπνδν θίιν ζνπ. 
 
Δθδειώζηε ηα ζπλαηζζήκαηά ζαο 
Όηαλ ράλνπκε έλα ζθχιν, ράλνπκε ηε κειινληηθή καο θνηλή δσή. Πνηέ μαλά δελ ζα έξζεη ζην θξεβάηη 
ζνπ γηα λα ζε μππλήζεη, ζπξψρλνληάο ζε αλππφκνλα κε ηελ πγξή κχηε ηνπ ή γιείθνληαο απαιά ην 
πξφζσπφ ζνπ. Γελ ζα μαλαθάλεηε ήξεκεο βφιηεο καδί. Μεηά ην ζάλαην ηνπ θίινπ ηνπ, ν άλζξσπνο δεη 

ζαλ κέζα ζε… νκίριε. Γηα λα βγεη απ‖ απηή, νη Άγγινη ςπρνιφγνη πξνηείλνπλ ηα 
εμήο: 
- «Μελ θαηαπηέδεηε ηα ζπλαηζζήκαηά ζαο φηαλ βξίζθεζηε ζε θηιηθφ πεξηβάιινλ. 
Δθθξάζηε ηα κεγαιφθσλα». 
- «Κάζε άλζξσπνο αληηκεησπίδεη δηαθνξεηηθά ηελ απψιεηα. Ο γηνο ζνπ κπνξεί 
λα παίδεη κε ηνπο θίινπο ηνπ, ελψ εζχ δελ κπνξείο λα βξεηο ηίπνηε λα ζε 
παξεγνξήζεη. Απηφ νθείιεηαη, απιά, ζην φηη εζχ ληψζεηο δηαθνξεηηθά». 
- «Κάπνηνη άλζξσπνη κπνξεί λα ζε πιεγψζνπλ, αθφκα θαη εζθεκκέλα, φηαλ 

πξνζπαζήζνπλ λα ζε εξεκήζνπλ, ιέγνληάο ζνπ: «Μα είλαη κφλν έλαο ζθχινο». 
- «πρλά, ν άλζξσπνο μεθεχγεη κε ηε δνπιεηά ηνπ. Ίζσο απηφ λα βνεζάεη πνιχ. Όκσο, κε μερλάηε ηελ 
νηθνγέλεηά ζαο. Αηζζάλνληαη ηνλ ίδην πφλν κε ζαο. Μελ θξχβεζηε απφ απηνχο κέζα ζηε κνλαμηά ζαο». 
 
Πελζεί θαη ν ηεηξάπνδνο «ζύληξνθόο» ηνπ… 
Όηαλ ππάξρνπλ πεξηζζφηεξνη ζθχινη ζην ζπίηη, εηδηθά αλ είλαη θίινη κεηαμχ ηνπο, πξνθχπηεη θη άιιν 
έλα ζέκα: έλα δψν κπνξεί λα ππνθέξεη πνιχ αλ εμαθαληζηεί μαθληθά ν θίινο ηνπ. ηε βφιηα, ν ζθχινο 
κπνξεί λα ζαο ηξαβήμεη έληνλα πξνο ηε κεξηά ελφο δψνπ πνπ κνηάδεη κε ην ρακέλν ηνπ θίιν. Φπζηθά, 
δελ κπνξείηε λα ηνπ εμεγήζεηε φηη απηφο δελ είλαη ν πηζηφο ζαο… Σδφθεξ. 
ε απηή ηελ πεξίπησζε ε εμήο κέζνδνο έρεη απνδεηρηεί φηη κπνξεί λα βνεζήζεη: πάξηε έλα θνπηάβη ηεο 
ίδηαο ξάηζαο. Αλ ν ζθχινο ζαο έρεη ζπλεζίζεη λα δεη παξέα κε έλαλ άιιν ζθχιν θαη λα θάλνπλ έηζη κηα 
κηθξή αγέιε, ζα ππνθέξεη πνιχ φηαλ κείλεη κφλνο. 
Σν ζχλεζεο είλαη φηη ζα αλαιάβεη λα κεγαιψζεη έλα λενθεξκέλν κσξφ, ζχκθσλα κε ηνπο δηθνχο ηνπ 
θαλφλεο. Να είζηε ζίγνπξνη φηη ζα ραξείηε μαλά, φηαλ ε καιιηαξή ηχρε ζάο ζπλαληήζεη ζηελ πφξηα 
ζαο, θνπλψληαο ηελ νπξά ηεο πέξα-δψζε θαη θιαςνπξίδνληαο ραξνχκελα. 

Σα 5 στάδια του πένθους  

(θαηά Kubler-Ross): 
1. Άξλεζε 
2. Θπκόο 
3. Γηαπξαγκάηεπζε 
4. Καηάζιηςε 
5. Απνδνρή 
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Association for Pet Loss and Bereavement 
Source: http://www.aplb.org/ 

 
Ιζηνζειίδα κε πινύζην πεξηερόκελν γηα ζέκαηα απώιεηαο θαηνηθίδησλ δώσλ. 
 Ηδηαίηεξα ελδηαθέξνπζα είλαη ε ζειίδα κε ηε ζρεηηθή βηβιηνγξαθία: 
     http://www.aplb.org/resources/books.html 
 

    
 

 

Grooming the Great Pyrenees 
Source: http://gpcaonline.org/grooming.htm 
 
If you can manage 30 minutes a week to groom and inspect your Great Pyrenees, you 

should have no trouble maintaining that beautiful coat and a healthy pet.  
Regular grooming and inspection at least once a week are necessary for your Pyr — from 

puppyhood throughout his life. 
If you've looked at a big, beautiful Pyr and 
thought what a chore it must be to keep that 
white coat looking lovely, rest assured it is not 
that difficult. The Great Pyrenees is one of the 
easiest of all breeds to maintain properly 
because he has been endowed with a coat which 
is self-cleaning, tangle and mat resistant. It may 
sound like one of the new miracle fabrics. It's not. 
It is an old miracle. That coat really does shed 
dirt, really does clean itself! 
The Pyrenees coat is deceptive. The texture of 
the outer hair is coarse. Underneath is another 
coat, soft and wooly 
The once-a-week grooming/inspection session 
will suffice in most cases to keep the dog looking 
in top form. It won't hurt to run a wire card brush 
across the coat every other day to pick up any 
loose hairs, but too frequent brushing may break 

http://www.aplb.org/resources/books.html
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off hair ends. 
The weekly grooming and inspection will provide an opportunity for you to check the dog's ears, eyes, 
mouth, body and feet for possible problems, of which you should have none if you are consistent in your 
grooming. 
 
Start With Head 
For this weekly session start your examination at the dog's head. If the eyes are tearing unduly (and on 

white dogs this red/brown stain is unattractive) they may 
need attention. Check the ears. If a black discharge and 
foul smell are found, ear canker/ear mites may be 
starting. Any such discovery, when treated early, can 
forestall serious trouble. Healthy ears may be cleaned 
with a cotton ball and rubbing alcohol. Long hairs 
(eyebrows) over the eyes should be trimmed. This 
prevents them from growing into the eye. 

Toe nails must at all times be kept short 
enough to clear the ground, a good foot can 

be ruined by overly-long nails as the 
pressure of the nails on the ground causes 
the toes to splay out. Nails may be trimmed 
with nail cutters or a high speed grinder. If you make the 
nail trimming a weekly ritual, you'll have no problems. 
Should the nails grow out, it then takes special care to get 
them back to where they should be. Always check the 

dewclaws (single in front, double behind) and keep them trimmed. These tend to curl 
as they grow and can grow into the dog's leg and become painful. 

 
Pyrs sometimes love to get dirty… 

 
Your inspection complete, you're ready to groom. Starting at the head and 
working down to the tail, brush out all the dead hairs with a brush. Pay 
special attention to the thick ruff round the neck, the rump and the 
pantaloons on the rear legs and the feathers on the front legs. If mats and 
tangles have formed (and they shouldn't with routine grooming) you may cut 
these out. Just be careful that the scissors doesn't cut the skin, as it is easy 

to do when working with mats, which get in close to the skin. A comb really 
isn't necessary in this weekly session, other than to loosen clumps or mats of 

undercoat which may be out of reach of the short pin or wire brush. 
 

An Occasional Bath 
When your dog is shedding his coat (and this varies with the individual, some 

shedding once a year, others seeming to shed all the time) it may help to get a "rake" 
with teeth 1" to 1½" long to pull out the loosened undercoat. This also may be the 
time a bath will help, as a warm bath does wonders to "blow" a coat and lift it out 
quickly. While we're talking about bathing, chances are your pet will need few 

baths. If he's healthy and well-groomed regularly, he will look and smell great and be welcome in your 
home 
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No matter how carefully you wash, brush, trim, etc. that final bloom of good health must come from 
inside.  
Coat conditioning and grooming are continual and the responsibility lies squarely on the owners 
shoulders. If you keep him healthy and comfortable he can live with himself. If you keep him neat and 
sweet smelling, you can live with him. It's that simple. 
 
Show Bathing 
Readying your Pyr for the show ring is another matter. Show grooming is time consuming, Frustrating 
— and satisfying. 
First decide whether it is to be a wet bath or a dry one. The determining factor is how tight the hair. If a 
pin brush run backwards through the coat is not clogged with hair and a little pinch of hair on the fore 
leg does not come out in your fingers when tugged gently, it is probably safe to wet wash. If you have 
guessed wrong — the coat goes down the drain. Before wetting the coat, brush out the loose hair. 
Loose hair mats like felt when washed. 
Shampoo – There are many excellent ones. Make sure it is made for dogs not people. There are 
shampoos for white coats, ones for parasite problems and ones for a coat in poor condition. 
To six inches of water add one cup of La France granular laundry bluing. This helps the water get 
through a thick coat and takes care of the whitening problems. In goes the Pyr, wet well, add shampoo, 
and wash away, paying close attention to the elbows and belly hair. When lathered well all over except 
around the eyes and muzzle, smooth the hair tight to the body, stand back and take a moment to find 
out what your Pyr really looks like without the full white picture frame. With a soapy cloth, carefully wash 
around the eyes and muzzle. Then rinse and rinse and rinse again. Remove from the tub and 
encourage to shake. Do not scrub at a show coat — blot. If it is not approaching shedding time and you 
have a dryer, use it. If not, let your wet mop dry about half way, then with your Pyr prone, pin brush. 
Brush up against the hair, layer by layer, until dog is a dry, fluffy, shapeless mound. Put Pyr on feet and 
lightly brush with the hair to give a soft outline. So much for the water bath. 
 
Dry Cleaning 
Dry cleaning is a labor of love. Hard to believe but it is possible to take a tan colored Pyr and get him as 
clean as one that has been wet washed. 
Fill a spray bottle two thirds full of Blue Ribbon Kote-Glo and one third full of Roux, Ultra White Minx 
(rinse for human hair). There are several different dry materials that can be used in various 
combinations: 

 Johnson Baby Powder — Kind to coat but expensive. 
 Corn Starch — Water soluble, hard to remove in humid weather. 
 Calcium Carbonate (painter's whiting) — Gives body to a soft coat but is very drying 
 Boric Acid Powder — Use with caution, poison. Great for pink drool stains on the chest. Acts 

as mild bleach. Takes time 
 Baking Soda — Use in conjunction with first three. Cuts dust and makes removal easier. 

Armed with spray bottle of Kote-Glo and White Minx, shaker can (flour sifter works well) of dry material 
and unsuspecting canine resting on his side, begin. Starting at the belly, one hand holding the hair, 
second hand wielding the pin brush and operating the spray bottle, work upwards. Brush, dampen, 
sprinkle. Every three or four inches work powder in well with hands. Do body, neck, and skull (cover 
eyes). If tail is not too dirty include, otherwise clean as legs. Legs, soak with contents of spray bottle and 
work into a foam, towel off. Keep changing to a clean spot on the towel or you just rub the dirt back in. 
When legs are just damp, with a teasing or vegetable brush, pack hair with powder — put lots of powder 
on top of brush and rub against the hair with short strokes and allow to dry. The powder holds the hair at 
right angles to the leg. When powder is removed the legs have a nice soft cylindrical look. Then work 
Kote-Glo and White Minx into a foam on a sponge or washcloth, apply to muzzle and around eyes. 
Towel off. 
If possible do the dry cleaning the day before the show, as a great deal of the powder will fall out during 
the night making your final grooming much easier. To remove the powder, use a vacuum cleaner on the 
body and a bristle type Afghan brush on the legs and tail. Point to remember; Chapter 16, Section 9B, 
A.K.C. rules prohibit taking a dog into the ring with powder or other foreign substance in the coat. 
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Show Trimming 
Whiskers and eyebrows should be removed. Eyebrows must be kept short lest they grow into the eye. 
Ears, especially on puppies, can be very unkempt. With coarse, double bladed, thinning shears work 
against the hair from the leather out. Remove the excess hair a little at a time. The last stragglers may 
be removed by a quick downward jerk with the thumb and forefinger. Be sure the ears match when 
finished. 
Toenails must at all times be kept short enough to clear the ground. 
Fore feet and legs: Feet first — with a pair of barber's scissors, trim 
excess hair from bottom of foot and around the edge so you have a 
smooth line where the foot meets the floor. With pin brush backbrush the 
hair on the sides and top of foot, shape with your thinning shears. Comb 
the feather below the carpus (pastern) straight out, with scissors trim 
straight down from carpus to the bottom of the heel pad. If your Pyr is 
well up on his pasterns, and you want to accentuate the fact, clean out hair 
from the side of the heel pad in a wide V. To establish the line, hold foot 
slightly bent at wrist. Lay scissors along the heel pad, pointed to front of the 
wrist joint. Observe. This is the line to cut. To establish other side of V, cut along 
upper edge of heel pad. 
Hind Feet. Same as (rent with the exception of the V cut to show pastern, rather with 
scissors pointing down, trim rear toes close. 
Metatarsus. It is also called the hock. Comb the hair straight out, smooth down lightly. With your 
barber's scissors mold the hair. Don't cut too much. Cut down with the hair. Cutting across leaves 
ridges. The bone and hair should appear to be solid mass. Trim neatly across the bottom or blend to 
heel pad as in front, around the dewclaws, and you are finished. 
For those who are going to become involved in showing, watch the professional handlers. For scissors 
work the Poodle people; for educated fingers and cob work, the Terrier people; and for super pin brush 
layering, the Old English Sheepdog groomers. 
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Teeth 
Periodic cleaning of the Pyrs teeth will also help to avoid potential problems 
and ensures you pyr will have pearly whites for them to show off to all those 

around them. A medium bristled toothbrush or a special dog toothbrush will fit 
the bill. A non-flavored or lightly flavored toothpaste will work the best as Pyr's 

usually dislike having their teeth brushed and will so even more if it is accompanied 
with strong tasting toothpaste. Some owners also use baking soda, which offers a 
natural deodorizing and also a natural scrubbing action that can help clean the teeth 
better than toothpaste alone. A good brushing at least twice a year or more, with a vet 
cleaning or checkup once a yet will ensure that you Pyr keeps its teeth and gums 
health well into its senior years. Signs of trouble are yellow plaque deposits on the 

teeth and puffy gums or bleeding around the gums when brushing the dogs teeth. A quick 
trip to the vet can help these problem nicely. 
 
Parting thought — in your zeal to keep your show dog a thing of beauty and a joy to behold, do 
not lose sight of the fact that he is a living, breathing, feeling creature known as canine. Not a 
stuffed toy nor an animated snowdrift — he needs to run, play and get dirty. 
 

Έλα ραξαθηεξηζηηθφ νπ ιαηξεχνπλ νη ηδηνθηήηεο ησλ Μεγάισλ Ππξελαίσλ είλαη ε απην-θαζαξηδφκελε 
γνχλα ηνπο!!! Μπνξεί κηα κέξα ηνπ ρεηκψλα λα δείηε ηνλ θίιν ζαο απφ ιεπθφο λα ζαο έξρεηαη 
ραξνχκελνο θαη ΚΑΦΔ! Φπρξαηκία! Μφιηο ζηεγλψζεη θαη ηηλαρηεί κεξηθέο θνξέο ζα μαλαγίλεη ιεπθφο θαη 
κάιηζηα ζα είλαη πην θαζαξφο απφ πξηλ! Παξά ηαχηα είλαη επηηαθηηθή αλάγθε ην ρηέληζκα ηνπ ζθχινπ 
ζαο ζε δχν θάζεηο: κηα θαζεκεξηλή γα ηελ απνκάθξπλζε αγθαζηψλ, ρνξηαξηψλ ή κηθξψλ θιαδηψλ πνπ 
κπιέθνληαη ζην ηξίρσκα ηνπ θαη κηα εβδνκαδηαία. ηε δεχηεξε ην ρηέληζκα γίλεηαη φπσο πεξηγξάθεηαη 
ζην άξζξν θαη δηαξθεί ζπλήζσο 30 ιεπηά (αλά ζθχιν). Μπνξείηε λα ρξεζηκνπνηήζεηε δηάθνξεο ρηέλεο 
θαη βνχξηζεο ψζηε λα έρεηε έλα φκνξθν απνηέιεζκα. Ηδηαίηεξε πξνζνρή ρξεηάδνληαη νη ―ηδίβεο‖ 
(θφκπνη απφ ηξίρεο δηαθφξσλ δηαζηάζεσλ) θπξίσο θάησ απφ ηα απηά θαη ζηελ πεξηνρή ησλ 
γελλεηηθψλ νξγάλσλ. Πέξα απφ ηελ νπηηθή, ε απνκάθξπλζε ηνπο είλαη θαη νπζηαζηηθή γηαηί εάλ 
κείλνπλ ή κεγαιψζνπλ πξνθαινχλ ελφριεζε (αθφκε θαη πφλν) ζηα ζθπιηά. Δάλ ε ηδίβα δελ κπνξεί λα 
αλνηρηεί κε ηε ρηέλα ηφηε κπνξείηε λα ηελ θφςεηε κε ην ςαιίδη. Σν ρηέληζκα ηνπ ζθχινπ είλαη θαη κηα 
θαιή επθαηξία γηα λα ςειαθήζεηε φιν ην ζψκα ηνπ δψνπ θαη λα δηαπηζηψζεηε εάλ φια είλαη ελ ηάμεη ή 
ππάξρνπλ κηθξά ή κεγάια πξνβιήκαηα πνπ ζέινπλ θηεληαηξηθή ζπκβνπιεπηηθή ή παξέκβαζε. Πξέπεη 
λα ζεκεησζεί φηη ην ρηέληζκα πξέπεη λα αξρίδεη απφ πνιχ κηθξή ειηθία, ψζηε ν Ππξελαίνο ζαο λα 
ζπλεζίζεη ηε δηαδηθαζία βιέπνληαο ηεο ζαλ παηγλίδη (κε πνιιά ράδηα, καζάδ, κηθξν-ιηρνπδηέο θιπ). 
Σέινο ην κπάλην ηνπ ζθχινπ δελ είλαη ηδηαίηεξα απαξαίηεην εάλ ηεξνχληαη ηα παξαπάλσ. Ίζσο κηα 
θνξά ην ρξφλν – ην θαινθαίξη – έλα θαιφ κπάλην λα επραξηζηήζεη εζάο θαη ηνλ ζθχιν ζαο. Δάλ 
ζπλεζίδεηε λα πεγαίλεηε ζε αγψλεο κνξθνινγίαο ηφηε έλα κπάλην πξηλ απφ ηνλ αγψλα είλαη 
απαξαίηεην (;) γηα κηα θαιή εκθάληζε ζηνλ ζηίβν. Πάληα φκσο πξέπεη λα έρνπκε θαηά λνπ φηη 
πξφθεηηαη γηα ζθχιν θχιαθα θνπαδηψλ θαη θάζε παξέκβαζε πέξα απφ ηα θαζνξηζκέλα είλαη απιά 
αλζξψπηλε αλνεζία! 
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Therapy Dogs and Healing 
By Ellen Michaud 
Source: http://www.saturdayeveningpost.com/2011/11/04/in-the-magazine/health-in-the-magazine/ 
rescue-dogs.html 

 
The small shapes lay motionless, each cocooned in a protective sheath of wires and tubing as a team of 
nurses ministered to their needs. On this day, the pediatric intensive care unit at UCLA Medical Center 

was filled to capacity. Above the low hum of voices and the occasional squeak of a rubber shoe on 
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polished floors floated the hypnotizing bleeps of monitoring equipment. A blue fluorescent light washed 
over everything and seemed to magnify the smallest detail—a few drops of blood here, a splash of 
yellow fluid there, the pale skin of a seriously ill child farther on. Parents hovered in corners, not wanting 
to get in the way, but fearful to leave. 

Into this sanctum stepped Laura Berton-Botfeld 
with her therapy dog—a 70-lb blond poodle 
named Apollo. The father of one of the patients 
spotted them and came quickly to her side. ―Over 
here,‖ he said, tugging on her arm. Laura and 
Apollo moved to the bed of his 10-year-old 
daughter, whom we‘ll call Sophia to protect her 
privacy. The delicate, wan figure under the sheets 
had bacterial meningitis—an inflammation of the 
brain that can be fatal. By the time Laura and 
Apollo arrived, the girl had been in a coma for 
seven days, and things were not looking good. 
Doctors had told the parents to prepare for the 
worst. 
Sophia‘s dad propped his daughter up with 
pillows. Her unseeing eyes were wide open, a 
beautiful blue, framed by lank blond hair. 
Normally, with a patient‘s permission, Laura has 
Apollo jump up on a chair beside the bed then 
onto the bed itself. He‘s trained to sit with his 
broad back to patients so they can stroke him and 
nestle their fingers in his fur. In this case, because 
Sophia was not conscious, Laura urged Apollo 
only to sit on the chair, a position that left him 
practically nose to nose with the patient. ―It was 

the weirdest thing,‖ says Laura. ―Sophia‘s eyes seemed to just lock onto Apollo‘s, and the dog‘s gaze 
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was so intense I thought he was going to kiss her—something therapy dogs are trained not to do.‖ 
Eventually, Laura moved Apollo to the foot of the bed where he continued to watch the patient intently 
with his intelligent, poodle eyes for a good 20 minutes. But Sophia was unresponsive, and eventually 
Laura and Apollo moved on to other patients. A few hours later as she sat in a parking lot waiting to pick 
her daughter up from school, Laura‘s phone rang. It was Jack Barron, director of UCLA‘s People Animal 

Connection (PAC), the volunteer organization 
responsible for Laura, Apollo, and 49 other 
therapy-dog teams at UCLA. 
―He said, ‗Sophia just woke up,‘‖ recalls Laura. 
―‗And her first words were, ―Where‘s Apollo?‖ 
How fast can you get back here?‘‖ 
In hospitals across the country, stories like 
Laura‘s are common. ―I see miracles here 
every day,‖ says Barron as he talks about the 
PAC program in the medical center‘s cafeteria. 
―People who just wake up. People who start 
eating. People who finally take their meds. 
People who are paralyzed and then suddenly 

move a couple of fingers to wave at a dog.‖ 
But if the healing associated with these dog visits is stunning, so are the sheer numbers of dogs and 
their humans now certified to provide Animal Assisted Therapy (AAT), the technical term that refers to 
using trained dogs intentionally as a therapeutic healing tool. The Delta Society, a non-profit 

organization that evaluates and certifies teams across the U.S., has gone from 700 AAT teams to 
a staggering 10,000 plus in less than 20 years while Therapy Dogs International, a non-profit that 
also credentials dogs, reports that it has fielded 20,000 teams in the U.S. and Canada. 
Although dogs have been used for therapeutic purposes around the globe for years, today, particularly 
in the U.S., their use is driven by mounting evidence that dogs truly can heal. One look at a therapy dog 
strolling into a hospital room and a patient‘s blood pressure drops, heart rate slows, and the corrosive 
hormones generated by stress that damage arteries and play a part in so many diseases and disorders 
plummet. 
In a study at the University of Southern Maine researchers found that therapy dog visits calmed the 
agitation of patients with severe dementia. At UCLA another group of researchers found that therapy 
dog visits had a significant effect on heart patients. The study looked at 76 patients with heart failure 
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and their responses to a 12-minute visit from either a therapy dog or a volunteer, then used blood tests 
to compare the patients‘ responses to other patients who had no visit of any kind. The results were 
unequivocal: There were essentially no changes in those who did not receive a visit. Visits from 
volunteers lowered anxiety levels around 10 percent, and didn‘t do much else. But visits from therapy 
dogs reduced pressure in the heart and lungs by 10 percent, reduced stress hormones by 17 

percent, and lowered anxiety levels by a startling 24 percent. A similar study at Massachusetts 
General Hospital supported those results and extended them. In this report, visits from therapy dogs 
markedly reduced patients‘ pain levels as well. 
―Blood levels of endorphins generated by the body increase dramatically after dog visits,‖ says 
University of Pittsburgh neurologist and pain specialist Dawn Marcus, M.D., author of The Power of 
Wagging Tails. ―That‘s why pain levels go down. Endorphins block stress chemicals—the body‘s natural 
narcotic.‖ 
Nor are the physiological effects of a 
therapy dog visit fleeting. Other studies 
have found that the benefits last a full 45 
minutes. ―It‘s not just that the dog walks in 
and does its stuff,‖ says Marcus. ―Even 
very brief encounters produce a helpful 
effect. There‘s a profound, biological 
change. And the change is associated with 
better health. So when you see changes in 
someone who connects with a therapy 
dog, something‘s really behind it. We‘re not 
just crazy dog nuts. Real science proves 
the dogs make a difference.‖ 
To get a sense of just how therapy dogs 
work their magic, this reporter pays a visit to the UCLA medical center early one morning where I meet 
Charley, a personable, 79-pound ―goldendoodle‖ (golden retriever/poodle mix) therapy dog and his 
handler, Ellen Morrow. 
It takes me about two seconds to fall in love with them both. Charley has long, straight, creamy-beige 
fur that falls in shaggy lines from the top of his huge head to the bottom of his equally huge feet—and a 
sparkle in his eyes that suggests he‘s up for anything. At the other end of his leash—complete with ID 
badge and carrying a navy cloth bag stuffed with everything from treats and collapsible water bowls to 
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doggie-wipes, balls, biobags, hand sanitizer, and a brush—his teammate Ellen is a tiny powerhouse of 
positive energy with hair about the same color and cut as Charley‘s. 
The three of us take the elevator up to the 4th floor to visit the adolescent psych unit. There, on an 
outdoor triangular roof patio sheltered on two sides by the medical center and on a third by 20-foot, 
clear, shatter-proof panels, a dozen kids between 14 and 18 are gathered in the sun. Some lounge in 
twos and threes on benches, others pace back and forth, and a few simply wander around. One kid 
stands alone up against a wall, looking down at his feet, shifting his weight back and forth from one foot 
to the other. Tall and thin, with creamy café-au-lait skin and beautiful dark curls, he is completely 

withdrawn, isolated as if alone 
on a desert island. 
Except for this one young man, 
the kids light up when they see 
Charley. Ellen calls out, ―Do 
you want to see Charley do 
some tricks?‖ and the patients 
gather around the two, petting 
the dog, shaking his paw, 
answering Ellen‘s questions 
about their own pets, and 
asking questions about 
Charley. Eventually they perch 
on benches while Ellen folds 
her legs under her and sits on 
the ground, nose to nose with 
Charley. 
She puts Charley through his 
paces—speaking in his regular 
voice, his quiet hospital voice, 
his big voice, and finding a 
circular cut-out on the ground 
as kids shift it around. But his 
big crowd-pleaser is the way 
he shakes hands, literally 

curling his paw around the kids‘ hands and squeezing. ―It‘s like he‘s holding your hand,‖ chuckles Ellen. 
―It‘s a very personal connection. They just light up!‖ 
The kids bond instantly with the dog. As Ellen draws kids, dogs, even staff into the interaction, each 
begins to open to the other: kids to dog, then to Ellen, then to staff. The process is beautiful to watch. 
But the quiet young man by the wall never looks up. 
Then something happens. Ellen asks Charley to give her a high-five, and the dog joyfully leaps straight 
up into the air, smacking both of Ellen‘s raised hands with his shaggy front paws. 
The kids squeal with delight, and suddenly the silent young man is paying attention. His eyes come into 
focus and he stops rocking back and forth. A few minutes later he rigidly stretches out a hand in 
Charley‘s direction. Ellen, seeing the invitation, moves the dog closer. For the next 10 minutes, the 
young man is anchored to reality by a shaggy dog. 
In the psychiatric world, breakthroughs are often made from far less. 
―I love these dogs,‖ says unit nurse Coleen Moran. ―They know when someone needs love. And 
that’s better than any medicine.‖ 
Charley, Ellen, and I walk down another corridor toward the neuro trauma unit where Charley and Ellen 
are scheduled to visit Lois Kearney who recently had a stroke. When we arrive on the otherwise sunny 
unit, Lois‘ room is pitch dark except for the red, white, and green lights of monitors measuring every sign 
of life. 
Ellen checks with a nurse to see what‘s going on. The nurse enters the room and quietly asks Lois if 
she‘d like to see Charley. ―Oh yes,‖ a faint voice murmurs from the bed. 
―Come on in,‖ the nurse calls as she opens blackout drapes and flips on some lights. 
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Lois is sitting propped up on a high bed, wires taped to her head and neck, a tube taped to her nose, an 
oxygen mask dangling to her shoulder, IVs and other tubes running every which way to more 
computers, monitors, and wires than I‘ve ever seen in my life. Her eyes are dull, her face pale, and she 
is clearly a very sick woman. 
Ellen quickly surveys the situation, approaches the high-tech bed with Charley, and asks if Lois would 
like Charley to lie on the bed with her. The woman nods, a small smile taking shape as she looks at 
Charley. She watches as Ellen carefully spreads a fresh sheet over the bed where Charley will lie. Her 
soft ―Oh!‖s of amazement and delight as Ellen helps Charley onto the bed are a gift to Charley, Ellen, 

and the smiling staff clustered around the door, peeking in from the hall. 
It‘s nothing short of a love fest. As Charley lies next to Lois, she gently strokes his head and begins to 
tell Ellen about a dog she had for 12 years. Ellen listens, Charley connects, and Lois talks, her voice 
gaining strength and energy with every word. 
―He‘s such a love,‖ she says in wonder. 
From floor to floor, room to room, patient to patient, the story‘s the same. Charley comes in, he and the 
patient connect, and someone‘s healing process gets a boost. 
But exactly how and when did this human-dog connection happen? 
Part of the answer may be rooted deep in our shared past. One theory holds that when people stopped 
hunting and began forming villages, early dogs—descended from wolves—started hanging around the 
edges. ―The dogs were attracted to the trash people threw around,‖ says Alan Beck, D.Sc., director of 
the Center for the Human-Animal Bond at Purdue University. ―Dogs were useful. They ate the trash, 
alerted residents when predators were around, helped with hunting, and provided companionship. And 
people found the puppies fascinating so they kept them around.‖ 
As time passed, the connection between dog and human evolved with each growing more tightly 
attuned to the other‘s needs. The bond between therapy dogs and the humans they visit may be the 
next step on that evolutionary journey, says Beck. But, in effect, the dogs are only doing what they‘ve 
been programmed to do for centuries: help us out. 
Although the theory behind the dog-human bond is plausible, there‘s a real, measurable explanation for 
the healing that occurs, says Rebecca Johnson, Ph.D., director of the Research Center for Human-
Animal Interaction at the University of Missouri, Delta Society board member, and president of the 
International Association of Human Animal Interaction Organizations. She points to studies defining the 
neurochemical changes in our brains triggered by the dog-human connection. ―The vagus nerve that 
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runs from brain to gut is stimulated when you see, hear, touch, and smell the dog,‖ she explains. ―That 
triggers the relaxation response.‖ 
The result: the amount of the stress hormone cortisol drops and oxytocin and prolactin—two 
feel-good hormones—increase. ―When that happens,‖ says Johnson, ―the body can switch over 
from a deterioration state‖—a state of illness—―to a growth state‖ in which healthy new cells 
emerge that can promote healing. 
―It‘s the magic of animal-assisted activity,‖ she adds. ―Actually, it‘s not magic at all. It‘s medicine. Good 
medicine.‖ 
 
Ellen Michaud is the author of Blessed: Living a Grateful Life 

 

ε φινπο είλαη γλσζηή ε εξεκηζηηθή/επνπισηηθή επίδξαζε ησλ ζθχισλ ζηνπο ηδηνθηήηεο ηνπο. ε 
πνιιά κέξε ηνπ θφζκνπ, ε ―ζεξαπεία κε ζθχινπο‖ απνηειεί πιένλ κέξνο ηεο νιηζηηθήο πξνζέγγηζεο 
ησλ αζζελψλ κε ρξφληα λνζήκαηα ή αλίαηεο παζήζεηο κε ηδηαίηεξα θαιά απνηειέζκαηα. ην άξζξν 
γίλεηαη αλαθνξά ζε κεηξήζηκα απνηειέζκαηα (πηψζε ηεο νξκφλεο θνξηηδφιεο θαη αχμεζε ηεο 

νμπηνθίλεο θαη ηεο πξνιαθηίλεο) ηεο επαθήο ησλ παηδηαηξηθψλ αζζελψλ κε ηνπο 
ζθχινπο ησλ νκάδσλ ζεξαπείαο. Οη θσηνγξαθίεο απφ ην δηαδίθηπν πνπ 
ζπλνδεχνπλ ην άξζξν δείρλνπλ φηη ηα Μ Ππξελαία ηα θαηαθέξλνπλ άξηζηα 
ζηνλ ηνκέα απηφ. Καη απηφ γελλά ηελ ηδέα λα πξνζπαζήζνπκε θαη εκείο σο 

Όκηινο κηα παξφκνηα πξνζέγγηζε αζζελψλ κε ζνβαξά πξνβιήκαηα πγείαο ή 
πιεζπζκηαθέο νκάδεο πνπ έρνπλ αλάγθε απφ άδνιε αγάπε – θάηη πνπ κφλνλ νη 

ζθχινη κπνξνχλ λα πξνζθέξνπλ. Σα παηδηαηξηθά νγθνινγηθά λνζνθνκεία, ην 
Υακφγειν ηνπ Παηδηνχ, ηα άζπια αληάησλ θαη ηα γεξνθνκεία ζε θάζε πεξηνρή ηεο 

Διιάδνο κπνξνχλ λα είλαη νη κειινληηθνί καο ζηφρνη. Δάλ έρεηε έλαλ Ππξελαίν πνπ 
ζεσξείηε φηη είλαη θαηάιιεινο γηα απηή ηελ θνηλσληθή πξνζθνξά επηθνηλσλήζηε κε 

ηνλ Όκηιν θαη ίζσο βάινπκε ηηο βάζεηο γηα θάηη εληειψο πξσηνπνξηαθφ γηα ηελ Παηξίδα καο! 
 

North Shore LIJ Hospital in Manhassat, LI 

 

"Delilah" 
Champion Darlington's Wish 

Upon a Star, CGC, TDI 

"Bridget" 
Champion Darlington's High 
Distinction, CGC, TDI, RN 

"Orion" 
Champion Darlington's 

Starstruck, CGC, TDI, RN 
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Dog elected mayor in Cormorant, Minnesota 
Source: http://abc7chicago.com/pets/dog-elected-mayor-in-cormorant-minnesota/254646/ 

 You may have heard stories in the past of child-age mayors. Now, we have another for you. Duke is 
seven years old and is the new mayor of Cormorant, Minnesota. He's also a dog.  
Tricia Maloney of Cormorant says, ―He doesn't know how to handle this publicity.‖ 
It‘s an election year, but in Cormorant, there's no campaign. 
Tricia says, ―He won by a landslide.‖ 
Who better to run the village than someone that knows everybody? 

Tricia says, ―He's used to coming to the pub and getting some burgers and some fries or something.‖ 
 He's not a politician, but someone's pet. 
David Rick of Cormorant says, ―He follows me wherever I go.‖ 
Duke the dog is Cormorant's newly elected mayor. The 12 people in the village each paid a dollar to 
cast a vote. 
David says, ―His name came up. In fact, I voted for him.‖ 
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―Poor Richard Sherbrook that owns the Cormorant Store, he didn't even have half as many votes as 
Duke did, says Tricia. 
After winning, he needed a little TLC. 
Tricia says, ―I should say he needed a lot of TLC. 
After five hours of grooming and a new outfit, this farm dog looks like a leader. He's even helped make 
his community safer by roaming around. 
David says, ―What he does is when the cars are coming through town, they're hitting town at 50 miles 
per hour, and he slows them down.‖ 
And now that he's mayor, I wanted to see how he handles media. ―Mr. Mayor, could I get a statement 
from you? Nothing?‖ 
I guess he's all bark, no sound bite. Even so, his constituents still say this Great Pyrenees makes a 
great leader. 
David says, ―It's quite the country.‖ 
Duke is going to be officially sworn in Saturday at 10AM during Cormorant Daze. As for the mayor‘s 
salary, Tuffy's Pet Food out of Perham is donating a year's supply of kibble to reward him for his 
service. 
 

Toys that Will Keep a Great Pyrenees Busy 
Source: http://www.terrificpets.com/articles/102207765.asp 
 
The Great Pyrenees likes to have toys just like any other type of dog. However, as a large breed, they 
will need toys that are suited to their size. All too often when large dogs such as the Pyr get a hold of 
regular sized toys, they are destroyed rather quickly; or even worse they are swallowed whole, 

prompting an emergency visit to the vet. Luckily, 
there are a number of toys made especially for big 
dogs. Consisting of sturdy, non toxic rubber and latex 
blends these playthings are built to take extreme 
abuse. They are made to mentally stimulate as well 
as safely release anxiety through chewing and 
chasing. 
One of the most popular toys for any type of large 
breed dog is the Kong. A Kong (photos) is made of 

sturdy rubber 
that is meant 
to be chewed. 
Though it 

makes a perfect chew toy, it is more popular for mentally 
stimulating dogs as a treat dispenser. Once a bit of food, liver 
flavored paste or other treat is inserted in the middle, a Pyr 
can spend hours trying to get the food back out. The toy is 
dishwasher safe and lasts an extremely long time 
compared to other chew toys. Another toy that fits along 
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these lines is the BusterCube (photo ) Owners can hide food in  several compartments and then watch 
as their Pyr moves the cube with their nose and paws to dispense their goodies. 

Nylabones (big photo below) are another 
good idea for the Great Pyrenees. Though 
they are a laid back breed, they are rather 
strong chewers and Nylabones are meant 
for this purpose. They are also a good 
choice for Pyr puppies. Chewing is simply a 
natural stage of development in puppies and 
it is their normal way of dispersing youthful 
energy. Puppy teeth are well known for 
chewing through furniture, cords and other 
valuables when not given a proper outlet. 
Before bringing a new puppy home, any and 
all treasured and dangerous items should be 

picked up off the floor. Chew toys should be left at random throughout the house. 

A large rubber ball made of thick plastic or rubber is a wonderful toy for the Great 
Pyrenees. This allows them to chase after or herd an object as is their natural 
instinct. A soccer ball does quite well for the job.  The Great Pyrenees will also like a 
well made tug of war rope. It should be noted that small children should never be 
allowed to play tug of war with the Pyr as their strength may accidentally hurt the 
child without even trying. A fun blend of both toys is the tug of war rope that 
incorporates a large colorful ball right into the center 
 
Καη ηα Μεγάια Ππξελαία ρξεηάδνληαη παηγλίδηα! Όκσο ηα παηγλίδηα πξέπεη λα έρνπλ ην θαηάιιειν 
κέγεζνο γηα λα κελ θαηαζηξέθνληαη (ηνπιάρηζηνλ φρη ακέζσο). Οξηζκέλα απφ απηά (Kongs, 
BasterCubes) είλαη "γεκηζηά" γεγνλφο πνπ ηα θάλεη πην ελδηαθέξνληα γηα ηα ζθπιηά θαζψο 
πξνζπαζνχλ λα θάλε ην γέκηζκα. Σα Nylabones είλαη επίζεο αξθεηά αλζεθηηθά θαη ζε κεγάια κεγέζε. 
Σα ηδηαίηεξα αλζεθηηθά ζρνηληά γηα ηξάβεγκα (tug of war) ρξεηάδνληαη πξνζνρή κε ηα παηδηά – έλα 
βίαην ηξάβεγκα κπνξεί λα ξίμεη θάησ ην παηδί! Βέβαηα ππάξρνπλ πάληα θαη νη κπάιεο – πξνζνρή 
κφλνλ ζηηο "ζθπξίρηξεο" πνπ ζπρλά πεξηέρνπλ! Δάλ δελ είλαη εηδηθά γηα ζθχινπο (φπσο νη 
ζπλεζηζκέλεο παηδηθέο κπάιεο), νη ζθπξίρηξεο κπνξεί λα θαηαιήμνπλ ζην ζηνκάρη ησλ ζθχισλ ζαο! 
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Aggression Between Great Pyrenees Dogs in the Same 

Household 
By Simon Foden 
Source: http://pets.thenest.com/aggression-between-great-pyrenees-dogs-same-household-13061.html 
 
Great Pyrenees are naturally protective, but not naturally aggressive. 

The Great Pyrenees is a large, powerful livestock guardian. This breed 
should be protective and confident. Aggression toward other dogs is 

inconsistent with his natural personality. However, certain 
environmental factors can draw out unwanted aggression in 
this otherwise gentle giant. 
 
 Territorial Aggression 
As a livestock guardian, he is naturally suspicious and wary 
of potential threats to his flock. In the domestic context, he 

will view his family as his flock. If a new dog, even one of the 
same breed, is introduced into the household, the Great 

Pyrenees may become protective over his territory and his flock. If 
the aggression is between two dogs who have been living together 

already, sexual maturity may be a contributing factor, especially between male dogs. 
 
Combating Territorial Aggression 
Since the Great Pyrenees is naturally inclined to protect his territory, when bringing a new dog into a 
household, it‘s beneficial to make the first introductions on neutral territory, such as a park. This way, 
the dogs are familiar with one another before being forced to occupy the same space. Spaying and 

neutering is a potential solution too, as unsatisfied 
hormonal drives can cause territorialism. If you‘re reluctant 
to alter your dog, seek the advice of a professional trainer. 
 
The Battle for Dominance 
As pack animals, dogs strive to establish a social 
hierarchy. Aggression plays a key part in how the dogs 
establish who the top dog is. Aggressive gestures and 
vocalizations enable the dominant dog to assert himself 
without resorting to violence. When a Great Pyrenees is 
displaying aggression, it may not be as obvious as it is 
with other breeds, due to their naturally slow, cautious 
movements. 
 
Dealing with Dominance Issues 
Interfering with the battle for dominance can be 
counterproductive. Once the dogs have established their 
relationship, aggressive behavior tends to subside and 
harmony prevails. Monitor the dogs behavior and only 
intervene if you suspect either dog is at risk of injury. 
 
Resource Guarding 
Tensions may arise between two Great Pyrenees because 
of resource guarding. Dogs view food, sleeping areas, 
toys and sometimes other objects as resources to be 

protected. One dog may think that the other is attempting to steal his coveted resources, for example if 
he picks up a toy or approaches the food bowl. This can lead to aggression. 
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Coping with Resource-based Aggression 
Feed the dogs separately and remove the bowls to avoid unnecessary tension at feeding time. Remove 
toys and use training sessions to teach each dog that the resources are privileges to be earned. Correct 
the dogs with verbal reprimands and distraction when they act protectively over supposed resources. 

 
Simon Foden has been a freelance writer and editor since 1999. He began his writing career 

after graduating with a Bachelors of Arts degree in music from Salford University. He has 

contributed to and written for various magazines including "K9 Magazine" and "Pet Friendly 

Magazine." He has also written for Dogmagazine.net. 

 

Σν άξζξν αλαθέξεηαη ζε έλα ηδηαίηεξα ζεκαληηθφ ζέκα: ηελ επηζεηηθφηεηα κεηαμχ ησλ Μεγάισλ 
Ππξελαίσλ. Όπσο ν ΜΠ πξνζηαηεχεη ην θνπάδη θαη ηνλ ρψξν ηνπ, ην ίδην θάλεη θαη ζην πεξηβάιινλ 
ηνπ ζπηηηνχ. Έηζη κπνξεί λα πξνθχςνπλ πξνβιήκαηα εμνπζίαο φηαλ ζπκβηψλνπλ πεξηζζφηεξα ηνπ 
ελφο ΜΠ. Πέξα απφ ηελ εγθαηάζηαζε ηεο ηεξαξρίαο, θχξηα ζεκεία ηξηβήο είλαη ην θαγεηφ, ν ρψξνο πνπ 
ζπλήζσο θνηκνχληαη θαη ηα παηγλίδηα ηνπο. Υξεηάδεηαη πξνζνρή θαη παξαηεξεηηθφηεηα γηαηί ν ΜΠ 
εθδειψλεη εθ θχζεσο ζπγθαιπκκέλε ηελ επηζεηηθφηεηα ηνπ θαη κπνξεί λα εθξαγεί μαθληθά ρσξίο 
πξνεηδνπνηεηηθά ζεκεία. Σν πξφβιεκα εκθαλίδεηαη εμίζνπ ζηα αξζεληθά θαη ηα ζειπθά ΜΠ (παηέξαο-
γηφο θαη κεηέξα-θφξε). πληζηάηαη ηα ΜΠ λα ηξψλε ζε μερσξηζηά κέξε ή ζε ιίγν δηαθνξεηηθέο ψξεο θαη 
ηα παηγλίδηα ηνπο λα είλαη καδεκέλα (ψζηε λα κάζνπλ φηη είλαη "αληακνηβή" θαη φρη απαζρφιεζε). 
Δάλ ηα παξαπάλσ δελ απνδψζνπλ ηφηε (απφ πξνζσπηθή εκπεηξία) ζα πξέπεη λα γίλεη δηαρσξηζκφο 
πεξηνρψλ. Απηφ είλαη εχθνιν ζε ζπίηηα κε κεγάιν θήπν αιιά δχζθνιν ζε κηθξφηεξεο ηδηνθηεζίεο. Σν 
ηειεπηαίν πξέπεη λα ιεθζεί ζνβαξά ππφςε εάλ κεηά ηνλ πξψην ΜΠ ζειήζεηε λα απνθηήζεηε θαη 
δεχηεξν ή ηξίην ζθχιν. 
Ζ γλψζε πνπ απνθηήζεθε απφ δχν γελεέο ΜΠ (8 ζθπιηά) καο έδεημε φηη θάπνηα ζηηγκή ν λεαξφηεξνο 
ΜΠ ζα δηεθδηθήζεη ηε ζέζε ηνπ αξρεγνχ ηεο αγέιεο. Καη απηφ κπνξεί λα γίλεη μαθληθά θαη έρεη ελίνηε 
αηκαηεξή θαηάιεμε – πνπ πξνθαιεί έθπιεμε γηα ηέζζεξα ζθπιηά πνπ κέρξη εθείλε ηε ζηηγκή δνχζαλ 
αξκνληθά κεηαμχ ηνπο. Δάλ ην θαηλφκελν επαλαιεθζεί ηφηε ν δηαρσξηζκφο είλαη απαξαίηεηνο πξνο 
απνθπγή δπζάξεζησλ θαηαζηάζεσλ. ηελ παξνχζα θαηνηθία καο (κε ηε δεχηεξε γελεά ΜΠ) ν 
εμσηεξηθφο θαη ν εζσηεξηθφο ρψξνο έρεη ρσξηζηεί ζε 3 πεξηνρέο ζηηο νπνίεο εθ πεξηηξνπήο 
θπθινθνξνχλ ηα ΜΠ (νη γνλείο καδί θαη ηα παηδηά καδί – έλα άιιν "εηξεληθφ" ζρήκα είλαη: "παηέξαο κε 
θφξε" θαη "κεηέξα κε γηφ"). Τπάξρεη θάπνηα επαθή κέζσ εζσηεξηθνχ θξάρηε φπνπ θαηά θαηξνχο 
πέθηεη ην ζρεηηθφ "ζθπινβξίζηκν" [αλά θχιν] αιιά πέξαλ ηνχηνπ νπδέλ. Κάζε δεπγάξη έρεη ηελ απιή 
ηνπ θαη ηνλ αληίζηνηρν ρψξν κέζα ζην ζπίηη θαη φινη είκαζηε επραξηζηεκέλνη.  
 

Καη λα ζπκάζηε ΠΑΝΣΑ: Δάλ ν θαπγάο αγξηέςεη θαη "βγνπλ δφληηα", ΠΟΣΔ κελ 
επηρεηξήζεηε λα κπείηε αλάκεζα ζε δχν ζθπιηά 70 θηιψλ. Υξεζηκνπνηήζηε ην ιάζηηρν 
ηνπ πνηίζκαηνο (ή ηνλ θνπβά κε ην λεξφ ηνπο) ή ηξαβήμηε ην έλα απφ ηα δχν απφ ηελ 
νπξά. Δπεηδή έλα άηνκα δχζθνια ζα ηα θαηαθέξεη ππνζηεξίδνπκε ηελ άπνςε φηη ε 

"ππόλητη είναι πάνηα καλύηεπη από ηη θεπαπεία!" ( Γηαβάζηε θαη ην ζρεηηθφ άξζξν ζηε ζει. 59). 
 

 Γηαβάζηε επίζεο: http://workingdogs.com/doc0182.htm#chitika_close_button 
 
 

Tadakichi-san 
Source: http://azumanga.wikia.com/wiki/Tadakichi-san 
 

Tadakichi-san (忠吉さん), also known as "Mr. 

Tadakichi", is Chiyo's pet dog. A mild-mannered and 
gentle Great Pyrenees, he is large enough for Chiyo to 
ride on his back and indulgent enough to allow her to. 
Sakaki particularly likes him, because he allows her to pet 
him without biting her, something Kamineko has done at 
most. Chiyo describes him as a gentleman. Sakaki also 

http://workingdogs.com/doc0182.htm#chitika_close_button
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daydreams about being able to ride Tadakichi as Chiyo does.  
Chiyo takes him for a walk every 
evening and after Sakaki and 
Chiyo become friends, Sakaki often 
joins them. The fact that Pyrenees 
come from France is something 
Osaka has referred to more than 
once. When Maya finds Sakaki 
after travelling all the way from 
Okinawa, Chiyo suggests that he 
should stay at her house until 
Sakaki gets her own apartment 
(since Sakaki's mother is allergic). 
Chiyo, along with her friends, was 
a bit worried about how well Maya 
and Tadakichi-san would get along, 
but for nothing, seeing as they 

respected one another.  
 When Chiyo moves to America 
after high school graduation, 
Tadakichi-san comes with her, 
staying at the house of some of the 
family's friends.  
 
 
 
Έλα Μεγάιν Ππξελαίν (o θ. 
Tadakichi) πξσηαγσληζηεί ζε 
δεκνθηιή ζεηξά θηλνχκελσλ 
ζρεδίσλ ζηελ Ηαπσλία! 
 
Σν ίδην θαη ζηελ έθδνζε θφκηθο 
"Full Metal Alchemist" (Alex). 
 
 
 

 

 
"Full Μetal Alchemist" manga has sold approximately 64 
million volumes as of 2014 
 
Alexander was the family pet of the Tucker Family and Nina's 
closest best friend. 
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Interactive pet activity toys & treat puzzle games 
Source: http://www.nina-ottosson.com/index.php 
 

Nina Ottosson´s philosophy is that the dog has 
four legs and one head, and all five need activity in 
different ways – both physical and mental. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
1. Nina Ottosson games and toys will exercise your 

dog‘s mind and body. 
2. Can help prevent and reduce behavior problems! 

3. Help prevent and reduce weight problems. 
4. The games will help strengthen your bond with your dog. 

5. Prevent boredom. 
 
Developed by Nina Ottosson, original since 1990 together with dogs for dogs.  

 
 http://www.youtube.com/user/NinaOttossonProducts#grid/user/3B90FF4B530E342D 
 
 

Έρνπκε δνθηκάζεη κεξηθά απφ απηά – δψξν θίισλ απφ ηελ Οιιαλδία. Μεξηθά απφ ηα Ππξελαία καο 
έδεημαλ ελδηαθέξνλ. Άιια φρη! Πάλησο ε ηδέα είλαη πξσηνπνξηαθή θαη αμίδεη κηα πξνζπάζεηα. 
Γνθηκάζηε ηα ζηε κέζε ηεο εκέξαο φηαλ ν ζθχινο ζαο αξρίδεη λα πεηλάεη. Απηφ είλαη έλα θαιφ θίλεηξν. 
Σα ΜΠ είλαη ηδηαίηεξα έμππλα θαη ζε κεξηθέο πεξηπηψζεηο ηα δεκηνπξγηθά παηγλίδηα κπνξεί λα 
βνεζήζνπλ ζηε ιχζε δηαθφξσλ πξνβιεκάησλ ζπκπεξηθνξάο – δηαβάζηε ηελ ηζηνξία πνπ αθνινπζεί! 
 

Great Pyrenees mountain dogs are geniuses 

and are bored with the tedium of the 

homemaker’s life 
Source: http://www.ryot.org/great-pyrenees-mountain-dogs-are-geniuses-
and-are-bored-with-the-tedium-of-the-homemakers-life/232913 
 
An Akron, Ohio, couple was confounded when their rescued great 
Pyrenees mountain dog began scattering her food around the kitchen 

and burying it under throw rugs. 
Jim Michel, a retired postal worker, began searching for reasons why the normally calm, 6-year-old 
Maddie began exhibiting the bizarre behavior about a year ago. His wife, Jeanette, noted that it started 
while they were caring for their son‘s puppy. 
―She started taking food from her bowl and giving it to the puppy. She was trying to make sure the 
puppy ate,‖ Jeanette said. 
Maddie‘s ancestors were bred in the Pyrenees mountain range between southern France and northern 
Spain to protect livestock. The dogs are famed for their calm, composed demeanor. Their patience 
makes them great companions for children, and their loyalty makes them great pets. 
Maddie‘s behavior stumped the couple who are very well versed in dog care. After the puppy went 
home and the behavior escalated, Jim consulted books written by highly respected animal behaviorists. 
―But I was looking for answers to this specific problem. I wasn‘t looking at the whole picture,‖ he said he 
realized. 

http://www.youtube.com/user/NinaOttossonProducts#grid/user/3B90FF4B530E342D
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The couple took the normally docile dog to their veterinarian for a physical exam. The vet did not have a 
clue as to what was causing the change in Maddie‘s behavior, which was quickly turning into an 
obsession. 
They tried different methods to help her, including throwing away the food she spread as a punishment. 
But that only caused Maddie to lose weight. 
In March, the couple appealed to the Beacon Journal‘s pet expert panel that answers questions from 
readers about animal issues each week. 
Dr. Elizabeth Feltes of the Behavior Clinic in Olmsted Falls suggested (after Maddie was given a 
clean bill of health by her vet), that the couple put her food inside enrichment toys so she would 
have to ―work‖ for it. 
Dr. Feltes‘ answer sparked an ―aha‖ moment, said Jim. ―It all started to make sense. Maddie is a 
working dog and needs to be challenged. She needed a job to do,‖ he said. 
Because she was bred to sit quietly but constantly be alert for predators, Maddie always appears calm. 
It was easy to forget that her daily 2-mile walks weren‘t enough to keep her brain engaged, too, he said. 
Maddie and Jeanette, a retired grade-school teacher, had worked as a Doggie Brigade team at Akron 
Children‘s Hospital. They were forced to give up the activity when Jeannette began volunteering at the 
hospital. 
―Her favorite place was the registration area where kids would wait for surgery,‖ said Jeanette. 
―She sensed the kids‘ nervousness. She would go over and place her head in their laps. It would break 
your heart,‖ said Jim. 
She lost her ―job‖ when she dropped out of the Doggie Brigade program, they realized. 
After getting Dr. Feltes‘ advice, the couple began pulling out toys that Maddie had never shown any 
interest in. They loaded one with kibble, making a game out of feeding time. Over the span of five days, 
Maddie gradually learned a new job, spinning the toys around to release her food. 
When the toy is empty of food and Maddie is finished eating, she noses it under an antique dry sink in 
the foyer, where Jim or Jeanette will find it and refill it at feeding time. Maddie no longer spreads food, 
they said. 
―Slowly but surely, the problem is disappearing,‖ the Firestone Park, Ohio, couple wrote in May. ―We 
have the occasional piece from her toy on the floor, and we have to retrieve the toy from under the dry 
sink … but that is a pleasure.‖ Dr. Feltes said she was glad the problem has been solved. 
―It‘s such a pleasure helping pet owners read their companion animal‘s behavior and help find a solution 
that works for both the two- and four-legged family members.‖ 
 
H εμάρξνλε ΜΠ "Maggie" (Οράην, ΖΠΑ) άξρηζε μαθληθά λα ζθνξπίδεη ηελ μεξά ηξνθή ηεο ζηελ θνπδίλα 
θαη λα ηελ ζπξψρλεη θάησ απφ ηα ραιηά ηνπ ζπηηηνχ. Οη ηδηνθηήηεο ηεο δελ κπνξνχζαλ λα θαηαιάβνπλ 
ηη ζπλέβαηλε! Σελ πεξίνδν εθείλε βνεζνχζαλ ζηελ αλαηξνθή ηνπ θνπηαβηνχ ηνπ γηνχ ηνπο. Ζ Maggie 
έπαηξλε ηελ ηξνθή ηεο θαη ηάηδε ην θνπηάβη! Μφιηο ην θνπηάβη έθπγε, ε ζπκπεξηθνξά ηεο επηδεηλψζεθε. 
Οη ηδηνθηήηεο ηεο πξνζπάζεζαλ λα θαηαιάβνπλ ηη ζπκβαίλεη αιιά ρσξίο απνηέιεζκα. Οη εμεηάζεηο ηεο 
ζθχιαο ήηαλ απφιπηα θπζηνινγηθέο. Σφηε ζπκβνπιεχηεθαλ θάπνηνλ εηδηθφ πνπ ηνπο είπε φηη εθ 
θχζεσο ηα ΜΠ έρνπλ κάζεη λα θεξδίδνπλ ην θαγεηφ ηνπο θαη ηνπο ζπκβνχιεςε λα ρξεζηκνπνηήζνπλ ηα 
εηδηθά "γεκηζηά" παηγλίδηα (βιέπε παξαπάλσ). Μέζα ζε κηθξφ ρξνληθφ δηάζηεκα ε Maggie έκαζε ην 
θφιπν θαη ην πξφβιεκα κε ην ζθφξπηζκα ηεο ηξνθήο ιχζεθε! 
 

Έχετε παρατηρήσει κάτι ανάλογο; 
 

Απφ κηθξή ειηθία θαη κέρξη ζήκεξα ν "παηέξαο" Ππξελαίνο έρεη δείμεη κηα κνλαδηθή 
ηθαλφηεηα λα εληνπίδεη "λέα πξάγκαηα" ζην πεξηβάιινλ ηνπ. Απφ έλα κηθξφ θαξθί 
ζηνλ ηνίρν ή έλα κηθξφ κπηκπειφ κέρξη θαηλνχξγηα ξηρηάξηα ή παπνχηζηα ή 

βξαρηφιηα θιπ. Με ην πνπ ζα κπεη ζην ζπίηη, "ζθαλάξεη" ην πεξηβάιινλ θαη κφιηο 
εληνπίζεη ηελ λέα πξνζζήθε ή αιιαγή αξρίδεη λα γαπγίδεη. Απηφ δηαξθεί ιίγε ψξα 

κέρξηο φηνπ ην ζπλεζίζεη! Σα ππφινηπα ΜΠ αδηαθνξνχλ πιήξσο γηα ηα λέα πξάγκαηα. 
Γξάςηε καο ειεθηξνληθά εάλ έρεηε παξαηεξήζεη αλάινγε ζπκπεξηθνξά ζηα δηθά ζαο ΜΠ!    ΗΓ 
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Breaking Up a Dog Fight Between Pyrs 
Source: http://sonic.net/~cdlcruz/GPCC/library/dogfight.htm 

 

ATTENTION! 

4 notices for New Pyr Owners 
1. Pyr are addictive - betcha can't own just one 

2. Pyrs are fighters - males and females 
3. Pyrs have been known to kill each other 

4. You will not be the first person to escape this reality 
 

 
 
Probably everyone would agree with #1 above. How they feel about 2, 3 and 4 depends up 
their experience and length of time in the breed. However, a lack of understanding of, and 
belief in, those facts can lead to serious and traumatic situations for the unsuspecting and 
uninformed owner. 
Pyrs can be (and often are) dog aggressive. They are dominant and territorial by nature 
and it is these qualities that make them effective livestock guards. A Pyr simply won't 
allow any animal on its territory that is not submissive to it. Since Pyrs (and 
especially males) do not submit to any animal, an encounter between two Pyrs on 
the same territory can be violent and bloody. 
"Oh no!" I hear the cries of horror. "Not our kindly, gentle, patient friends". Oh yes, and 
to try to ignore this simple reality is to court disaster. 
Let me be clear at the outset that dog/dog aggression and dog/people aggression are two totally 
different things. A dog-aggressive Pyr does not have a bad temperament, a people-aggressive Pyr 
does. A stable Pyr clearly differentiates between the two. An owner could take a Pyr who has been 
intention dismembering a rival and within minutes of the encounter entrust the tiniest baby (human or 
animal) to its patient care. Owners who get bitten in dog fights are bitten because they put their 
bodies between dogs intent on biting each other. If you have ever seen the look on the face of a Pyr 
who has bitten a human in the heat of battle, you will see a dog filled with remorse and embarrassment. 
Pyr bitches are somewhat better than males.  
As a general rule two adult male Pyrs will never live together in harmony. Certain bitches will, 
while others absolutely will not. Be aware that really aggressive bitches can be more single-minded than 
males. Male Pyrs will almost never beat up a bitch and work very hard not to respond to an 
attack by one. Pyr bitches will beat upon males. However, cross-sex fights seldom result in serious 
injuries. 
 
It may take several years before two dogs really go after each other. We once had a father-son 
combination who co-existed until the son was almost two years old; then his sire jumped him. Once you 
have had one serious encounter that goes beyond growling and bullying, and both dogs participate, it is 
all over. You will never be able to have those dogs together again with any safety. Sometimes the day 
comes much earlier - often before the younger animal is a year old. 
 
There is no doubt that in many cases of aggression, if you let the dogs fight it out, they would 'settle' it. 
However, the damage could be fearful and they might main each other permanently. I know of 3 cases 
in which one dog died of the injuries sustained in such a fight. 
Constant vigilance is the price of "peace", and prevention is the only answer; secure fences, 
secure locks, and attention to detail. 
My own personal key to avoiding trouble is to assume that everything will fight with everything else of 
the same sex until proven otherwise. 
Try to be alert to signs of impending problems. Two bitches together where the younger begins 
dominance behavior with the older (i.e. standing with her head and neck over the other's back; stiff 
legged, tail up approaches; little growls; body checks for no apparent reason.) 
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These are all signals the youngster is testing her place. Either the older bitch will turn on her or the 
younger will launch a full out attack the minute she senses that she has the upper hand. The ensuing 
battle may be brief and bloodless or it may be a true fight. Be aware that it is coming. 
So, if in a moment of distraction, you forget the "secure fences, secure locks, attention to detail" maxim 
and you look out of your window and see two mortal enemies stalking around each other, what then? 
DO NOT GO OUT TO THEDOGS. You have the slight chance that they will decide not to fight. If you 
step out the door you will alter the balance of power and you will have a fight. It is important to 
understand that your very presence will often change the dynamics enough to cause two dogs to fight. If 
they do fight you will need to do something about it then, but try to avoid precipitating it. 
 
This leads us to the next step. How do you break up a fight? 'TAIN'T EASY. Keep in mind that you 
want to avoid being bitten and that the dogs will probably not do each other much damage in the first 
few minutes of the fight, so take the time to do it right. Screaming will not work (except to release your 
tensions) and water hoses don't work. Large objects such as shovels will work only if you knock 
someone unconscious! 
If you are fortunate you will have two people present. Each person should get behind a dog and 
grab the tail and hang on for dear life. Slowly pull the dogs away from each other. At this point you may 
realize that one has an iron grip on some part of the other--usually the head (lips, ears, dewlaps etc.) Do 
not pull violently or something will get torn. Hold on and keep constant pressure until the dog lets go and 
then drag them rapidly backward away from each other. Do not let go or you will have to repeat the 
process! Take my word for it that the dogs will not turn on you. If you have a third person present 
(kids are good for this) and one dog has a grip on the other, have the third person rap the grabber hard 
across the bridge of the muzzle—the edge of a dog food dish works well for this. Most of the time the 
dog will let go in pain and surprise. Once the dogs are separated, drag at least one of them into a 
secure kennel. Do not, under any circumstances, put any part of your anatomy between two 
fighting dogs--you will get bitten. 
 
Now, suppose that the true horror scenario occurs and you are alone? The cardinal rule still 
applies--do not get between the dogs. Rule #2 - Do Not Panic!! Do not waste time and energy 

screaming!! The only way to break up this fight is to immobilize one of the 
contestants. Accept the fact that they will continue to fight and injure each other 
while you are readying yourself to end the battle. The following has worked well 
for me: take a leash, catch it around the loin of one of the dogs and then pull 
the latch end through the handle end and create a lariat-like affair around the 
dog. (Note: this takes patience and should be done deliberately; without panic. 
Once you have the lariat in place, drag both snapping snarling animals 

backwards until you get to something solid (gate, fence etc.) and tie or snap the 
leash to it. Voila--one dog immobilized. Go to the rear of the other, grab the tail 

and proceed as above. Get one dog kenneled before you release the second. 
Now the most important part of all. Go to your house, pour a large cup or glass of whatever soothes you 
best, collapse on the couch, and blubber until your heart beats normally again!! 
With any degree of luck, this will be a once in a lifetime experience. If not, at least you will know what to 
do. Do, however, try to avoid "practice makes perfect" !! 
 
Απηφ είλαη έλα άξζξν πνπ πξέπεη λα ην δηαβάζεηε μαλά θαη μαλά θαη λα εχρεζηε λα κελ ην δήζεηε πνηέ! 
Σν πην ζεκαληηθφ ζεκείν είλαη φηη ΠΟΣΔ δελ κπαίλνπκε αλάκεζα ζε δχν ΜΠ πνπ καιψλνπλ. Δθηφο θαη 
εάλ ζέινπκε λα ηξηηψζεη ην θαθφ!  Γχν άηνκα ρσξίδνπλ πξνζεθηηθά ηα ζθπιηά ηξαβψληαο ηα απφ ηηο 
νπξέο ηνπο. Έλα άηνκν πξνζπαζεί λα δέζεη ην έλα ζθπιί ζε ζηαζεξφ (γεξφ) ζεκείν ψζηε λα 
απνκαθξχλεη ην άιιν ηξαβψληαο ην απφ ηελ νπξά. Οη κηθξνθαβγάδεο αξζεληθψλ-ζειπθψλ κπνξνχλ λα 
ζηακαηήζνπλ κε ην ιάζηηρν ηνπ πνηίζκαηνο – νχησο ή άιισο ζα ζηακαηνχζαλ θαη απφ κφλνη ηνπο 
θαζψο ζπάληα εμειίζζνληαη ζε θάηη πην ζνβαξφ (ζπλήζσο νη ζειπθέο πξνθαινχλ). Σν ηξνκαθηηθφ 
αθνξά θαπγάδεο κεηαμχ ΜΠ ηνπ ηδίνπ θχινπ – θάηη πνπ κπνξεί λα πξνθχςεη κεηά αξκνληθή ζπκβίσζε 
1-2 εηψλ (άξα πξνζνρή φηαλ ν γηφο πιεζηάδεη ηελ ειηθία ησλ 2 εηψλ). Απφιπηε πξνζνρή ζηελ 
εθαξκνγή ησλ ελδν-νηθηαθψλ κέηξσλ αζθαιείαο – ηδίσο φηαλ έρεηε θηινμελνχκελνπο ζην ζπίηη. Μηα 
αλνηθηή πφξηα κπνξεί λα ζεκάλεη αηκαηνρπζία! 
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The Dis-a-Pyr 

or  

What Do You Call a Pyr Off Leash? – Gone! 
Source: http://sonic.net/~cdlcruz/GPCC/library/disapyr.htm 
 
One of the most unpleasant surprises a new owner of a Great Pyrenees encounters comes the first 
time he takes his adolescent or adult Pyr for an off-leash walk. The puppy who had clung to his owner‘s 
side suddenly moves out of reach, becomes deaf to all commands and entreaties, and decides to 
wander away, far faster than an ordinary human can move. For some, the surprise comes when the 
front door is left open – the result is the same. One ―gone‖ dog. 
The explanations for this behavior vary – the dog isn‘t obedience trained, it is examining its territory, it 
needs more exercise – and the ―solutions‖ range from yelling and running after the dog, to long sessions 
in obedience class, to never taking the dog out of the yard. The truth is, the only real explanation is 
―it’s a Pyr’s nature‖ and the only real solution is NEVER let the dog off leash outside its own 
yard. 
A top obedience competitor, who trained her Pyr to its Utility Degree and Draft Dog title, said that her 
dog would take advantage of her smallest degree of inattention to wander off and no amount of 
obedience training would make him ―come‖ when he ―went walkabout‖.  
 

Ο Μεγάλος Πυρηναίος που έχει δικά του 4 στρέμματα, θέλει 40! 

Όταν έχει 40 στρέμματα, θέλει 400! 
 
Pyrs used as Livestock Guardian Dogs on large farms or open range are reported to stay near the 

sheep - or not, as their understanding of the job takes them; 
some can be found sleeping with the sheep, some on a hill 
overlooking them, some making the rounds of their perceived 
―territory‖, marking it against predators. Dogs used on small 
fenced pastures are more often reported to be found 
somewhere they shouldn‘t be, often trying to expand their 
defensible perimeter. One long-time Pyr owner reported, ―The 
Pyr that has five acres wants fifty; the one that has fifty wants 
five hundred.‖ One LGD Pyr who cared for her sheep on five 
hundred acres also periodically could be found on the 
neighboring 300 acres, checking out their sheep.  
Perhaps this tendency to wander could be bred out; but might 
not doing so also remove the independence, the ability to think 
for itself, the ability to handle new situations, that makes this 
breed what it is? Perhaps those who want a dog to go with them 
off lead should get a breed that doesn‘t wonder what‘s behind 

the next bush, beyond the next hill, that doesn‘t want to clear its new-found territory of all other canines. 
But for those who can‘t imagine living without a Great Pyrenees – get a leash and use it. 
 
H απφιπηε πξαγκαηηθφηεηα! Γχν πξνζσπηθά πεξηζηαηηθά απφ ηελ πεξίνδν πνπ δνχζακε ζηελ Παηαλία 
(ςειά – ιίγν θάησ απφ ην πήιαην ηεο Παηαλίαο): ην πξψην, ν θεπνπξφο άθεζε αλνηθηή ηελ πφξηα. Ζ 
ζθχια άξρηζε λα αλεβαίλεη εμεξεπλψληαο ηελ πεξηνρή πξνο ηηο θεξαίεο ηνπ Τκεηηνχ! (δχν ψξεο 
αλάβαζε!) ην δεχηεξν, θαη ηα 4 ΜΠ βγήθαλ ζηελ πεξηθξαγκέλε απιή (4 ζηξ) γηα ηελ απνγεπκαηηλή 
ηνπο έμνδν – κφλν πνπ ε γθαξαδφπνξηα ήηαλ αλνηθηή απφ ην κεζεκέξη! Μηα θαιή γεηηφληζζα καο 
ηειεθψλεζε εάλ ηα 4 άζπξα ζθπιηά πνπ πέξαζαλ απφ κπξνζηά ηεο ήηαλ ηα δηθά καο! Πήγαηλαλ πξνο 
ην λεθξνηαθείν ηεο Παηαλίαο. Μφλνλ ν παληθφο θαη ε αλαζηάησζε κέρξη λα ηα θέξνπκε πίζσ ήηαλ 
αξθεηά (πιένλ) γηα ηε πηνζέηεζε ζηξαηησηηθνχ ηχπνπ κέηξσλ αζθαιείαο θπλνηξνθείνπ: "Μεγάια 
εκπξφο – πφξηα θιεηζηή – θαγθειφπνξηα θιεηδσκέλε!" "Μηθξά πίζσ – πφξηα θιεηζηή" θιπ. "Το ηπιρ 
εξαμαπηείν οςκ ανδπόρ ζοθού!" 
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Everything you're always asked about a Pyr  
And Never Want to Answer 
Source: http://sonic.net/~cdlcruz/GPCC/library/evrythng.htm 
 
HOW BIG, REALLY, IS A GREAT PYRENEES? 
Your dining room table is 27" from the floor, kitchen counters 36". The average female Pyr can walk 
under your dining room table only if she ducks her head; the average male need to either scrunch 
himself smaller or lift your table a few inches higher. In either case, the front of the counter is not the 
place to store meat thawing for dinner. The top of the refrigerator is out of the reach of most Pyrs 
 

ΜΕΓΕΘΟ: Σν πιένλ αζθαιέο ζεκείν γηα λα αθνπκπάηε ηξφθηκα είλαη ην πάλσ κέξνο ηνπ ςπγείνπ 

ζαο! 
 
HOW MUCH DO THEY WEIGH? 
On the scale at the feed store, 80 to 120 pounds. While trying to give one a pill or cut its nails: as much 
as a Moray eel. On the first day of obedience class: as much as a young elephant. The day you teach 
the "down" exercise in obedience class: as much as a Sumo wrestler. When walking through a litter of 
pups, kittens, chicks or lambs: about as much as two feathers. 
 

ΒΑΡΟ: Όηαλ πξνζπαζείηε λα ηνπ δψζεηε έλα ράπη, δπγίδεη φζν έλα ηεξάζηην ρέιη! Όηαλ ηνπ 

καζαίλεηε ην "θάησ", φζν έλαο παιαηζηήο νχκν! Όηαλ πεξλάεη αλάκεζα ζε γαηάθηα, θνπηάβηα, 
θνηφπνπια ή πξφβαηα, φζν δχν θηεξά! 
 
HOW MUCH DO THEY EAT? 
As much as they want - never mind what the back of the dog-food bag says. The average Great 
Pyrenees can survive quite nicely and maintain weight and normal activity on as much dog food as will 
fit into a two-pound coffee can. Most, however, have convinced their owners that plain dog food is 
completely unpalatable and will starve unless supplemented with ground round, chicken breast, sirloin 
tips or cheese omelets. If he discovers you have a weakness for cookies you may find your leg battered 
black and blue by Pyr-paw-pats, repeated until you share the cookies - Oreos are much preferred to 
Milk Bones. 
 

ΣΡΟΥΗ: Γχν θνχπεο θαθέ μεξά ηξνθή αξθνχλ. Σα πεξηζζφηεξα ΜΠ έρνπλ θαηαθέξεη λα πείζνπλ 

ηνπο ηδηνθηήηεο ηνπο φηη ε μεξά ηξνθή είλαη άγεπζηε θαη φηη ηα πεζάλνπλ ζηελ πείλα εάλ δελ πξνζηεζεί 
ιίγν θνηφπνπιν ή θξεαηάθη ή νκειέηα κε ηπξί! Δπίζεο ηα γεκηζηά κπηζθφηα είλαη θαιχηεξα απφ ηα 
θφθθαια γάιαθηνο. 
 
DO THEY SHED MUCH? 
At the annual ritual known as "coat blowing" you can comb enough fur out of your dog to have spun into 
enough yarn to make yourself a cap, a scarf and a pair of mittens. Why you would want to is beyond 
me, since everything else you own is already lavishly decorated with Pyr Hair. Since shedding, in some 
degree, takes place 365 days a year, you will have ample decoration on your rug, couch, bed, etc. 
Since Pyr hair has a particular affinity for dark clothing, the Pyr-owning business person wears a lot of 
light grey and tan. Firefighters, police officers and military personnel owned by Pyrs learn to leave their 
uniforms in sealed lockers at work and change there.  
 

ΜΑΔΑΝΕ; Αξθεηά γηα λα θηηάμεηε έλα πνπιφβεξ ή έλα θαζθφι! Ζ ηξίρα ησλ ΜΠ έρεη ηδηαίηεξε 

πξνηίκεζε ζηα ζθνχξα ξνχρα – έηζη νη ηδηνθηήηεο ζπλήζσο "αγαπνχλ" ην γθξη θαη ην αλνηθηφ θίηξηλν. 
Όηαλ ν ηδηνθηήηεο είλαη ππξνζβέζηεο, αζηπλνκηθφο ή ζηξαηησηηθφο ζπλήζσο πξνηηκά λα αιιάδεη ζηνλ 
ρψξν ηεο εξγαζίαο ηνπ! 
 
WHAT ABOUT BARKING? 
What about it? If begun early, you can train yourself to come every time your Pyr barks and give it some 
attention. Give him enough attention for barking, and your neighbors will also begin to give you some 
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attention. Mutual reinforcement always works. What do Pyrs bark at? Only things they can 
see and hear - that includes low flying satellites and butterflies. Most Pyrenees 
eavesdrop on a family argument four houses away, yet become selectively deaf 
upon hearing words like "stop that", "come here" and "be quiet". Pyr owners 

exchange information on stopping barking the way our grandmothers exchanges 
recipes for pickles - no two were ever alike. 

 

ΓΑΤΓΙΖΟΤΝ; Δάλ ηνπ δψζεηε ζεκαζία ράζαηε! Μεξηθέο θνξέο ε "θαζέηα" κπνξεί λα παίδεη 

ζπλερψο. Ση γαπγίδνπλ; Μφλνλ φηη κπνξνχλ λα δνπλ ή λα αθνχζνπλ – ζπκπεξηιακβαλνκέλσλ ησλ 
δνξπθφξσλ ρακειήο ηξνρηάο θαη ησλ πεηαινχδσλ! Παξά ηαχηα εκθαλίδνπλ ζηηγκηαία "θψθσζε" ζε 
ιέμεηο φπσο "ζηαμάηα" ή "έλα εδώ" θαη "ηζςσία"! 

 
I'VE HEARD THEY LIKE TO DIG 
How do you think the Pyrenees Mountains were really constructed? One Pyr, out 
of consideration for her owner's failing eyesight, enlarged the cup of his putting 
green to bunker-sized. Landscape companies report their greatest repeat 
business comes from Pyr owners. Some Pyr owners, however, simply resign 
themselves to living with a yard that looks like a gunnery range. 
 

ΚΑΒΟΤΝ; Πσο λνκίδεηε φηη έγηλαλ ηα Ππξελαία Όξε; Οη εηαηξείεο θξνληίδαο θήπσλ αλαγλσξίδνπλ 

φηη νη ηδηνθηήηεο ΜΠ είλαη νη θαιχηεξνη πειάηεο ηνπο! 

 
HOW DO PYRS AND CHILDREN GET ALONG? 
If you train your children early enough not to tease the dog - not to pull his tail, 
wake him by jumping on top of him, pinch his ears or steal his food - your Pyr 
will be safe from the kids. Children are not as easy to train as a Pyr because it 

is not legal to put a choke-chain and leash on a child. 
 

ΜΕ ΣΑ ΠΑΙΔΙΑ; Άξηζηα! Δθφζνλ ηα παηδηά είλαη εθπαηδεπκέλα! 

 
Γηα λα είκαζηε αθξηβνδίθαηνη (ζε παξέλζεζε ε εκπεηξία καο από ηελ ηξέρνπζα γελεά = 4ΜΠ: 2 
αξζεληθά [Α] θαη δύν ζειπθά [Θ]):  

 Μέγεζνο: 1Α/4 

 Βάξνο: Υάπηα (1Α/4) – ινηπά (0/4) 

 Σξνθή: 2Θ/4 

 Σξίρσκα: 4/4 

 Γαύγηζκα: 2Θ/4 

 θάςηκν: 1Θ/4 

 Παηδηά: Οξζφλ – νη πεξηζζφηεξεο δεκηέο ζην ζπίηη γίλνληαη απφ ηηο γάηεο (αιιά θαη απφ θακηά 
δηεξρφκελε νπξά ΜΠ) 

 
 
 

Επίσημοι και Περιστασιακοί Εκτροφείς Σκύλων 
Source: http://www.sonic.net/~cdlcruz/GPCC/library/breedercomparison.htm 

Υαξαθηεξηζηηθά Δπίζεκσλ Δθηξνθέσλ Υαξαθηεξηζηηθά Πεξηζηαζηαθώλ Δθηξνθέσλ 

"Into" Dogs (shows, training, clubs, etc.)  Not "into" dogs (has "pets" around the house) 

Belongs to dog clubs and organizations  Is not involved in the "dog world" 
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Proves quality of dogs and suitability for breeding 
by competing for titles and certificates in 
conformation, obedience, agility, field trialing, 
Schutzhund, herding, tracking, earth dog trials, 
etc.  

Quality of dogs is almost always substandard, 
however, he does not test his dogs in shows or 
trials (Dogs are just pets or "breeding machines") 

Pups' pedigrees are filled with dogs who have 
obtained show titles/working certificates; never 
breeds dogs without "papers"  

Pedigrees mostly a list of pets bred by backyard 
breeders; pups may not even have "papers"; may 
be mongrels (Cockapoos, etc.) 

Supports rescue groups; knows his actions 
inevitably play some part in pet overpopulation 
and euthanasia (one of every four dogs in 
shelters is purebred). Even with all his efforts to 
stem over- population, he knows "cracks" will lead 
to canine deaths  

Honestly believes that because he places/sells all 
his pups, he does not contribute in any way to the 
needless slaughter of millions of dogs per year in 
shelters (Does not see his role in his pups making 
pups and them making more pups and so on) 

Knowledgeable in every facet of breed, including 
that of health issues/defects; researches genetics 
when choosing mates  

Not particularly educated about breed, often not 
aware of his own breed's genetic defects; does not 
consider mate's genetics 

Knowledgeable about house breaking, training, 
socializing, breeding, health; constantly reads 
dog-related materials  

Has own ideas which may not coincide with 
professionals' opinions; won't bother to read any of 
the hundreds of dog books available 

Can and will help and educate puppy buyers re 
these issues  

Says "Goodbye" and "Good luck" 

Willing to give you his references  Has no references 

Knows his puppies' ancestry  
Knows nothing about the other dogs on puppies' 
pedigrees 

Follows up on puppies' well-being; collects health 
information affecting his dogs  

Does not concern himself with the puppies' well-
being or how puppies' health affects his breeding 
"plan" 

Breeds to improve his own dogs, his bloodlines 
and the breed  

Breeds just to breed or make money or see his 
"great dog" procreate 

Rarely breeds as he does not use dog breeding 
as a business and strives for quality, not quantity  

Breeds regularly if for money or if puppy mill; if for 
ego, breeds once in awhile, or "just once" before 
neutering or spaying 

Rarely repeats a breeding  
Often repeats breedings, mainly those that are 
cheap and convenient.  

Breeds only dogs which meet breed standard  
Dogs used for breeding rarely meet breed 
standard 

Breeds only dogs with stable temperaments  
Breeds shy/aggressive dogs with poor 
temperaments 

Breeds only dogs over 2 years old, and a limited 
number of times  

Breeds dogs at almost any age, and any number 
of times 

Mate choice could be anywhere in the country 
(almost never breeds his own males to his own 
females)  

Mate choice is that which is convenient, cheap, 
local (very often owns both sire and dam) 
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Does all genetic testing and will provide proof; 
does not breed animals with genetic defects or 
which are carriers of defects  

Does no genetic testing; ignorantly breeds 
defective animals or those which are carriers, thus, 
perpetuating disease in breed 

Puppies are sold from waiting list created before 
breeding even takes place  

Puppies are sold after birth in the local newspaper, 
first-come, first-served 

Pet-quality pups generally cost $500-600+ (show-
quality costs more)  

All pups are pet-quality and are relatively cheap, 
usually $200-$400 

Puppies are sold with health guarantees  Puppies are sold with no guarantee 

Puppies are sold with contracts  
No contracts; does not care what you do with 
puppies 

Requires pups back if new homes don't work out  Says "Find them good homes" 

Dogs on property are friendly, socialized, trained  
Dogs on property may be aggressive or shy, and 
untrained 

Does not own more dogs than he has room, time 
or money for; Dogs are groomed, exercised, 
healthy, happy  

Puppy mills are overloaded, "warehoused" dogs 
are not groomed or exercised, don't look healthy or 
happy 

Will show you pups' parents if available, or if not, 
will have pictures  

Might have to "lock up" pups' aggressive or shy 
parents (dogs that should never have been bred) 

Raises puppies indoors  Raises puppies outdoors 

Stays home to care for puppies  Dam and pups are alone for long hours 

Feeds only premium dog food  
Feeds cheap, grocery store dog food (containing 
4D meat/chemicals) 

Visitors remove shoes and wash hands to prevent 
spread of parvovirus  

Has no understanding and takes no precautions to 
prevent puppy-killer disease 

Keeps pups with mom and litter a minimum of 49 
days to ensure sibling socialization and important 
lessons from pups' mother  

Doesn't know leaving litter earlier can cause 
lifelong temperament problems or staying too long 
can hurt bonding with humans 

Socializes pups by systematically handling them 
and exposing them to various noises, children 
and other animals before sending them to new 
homes  

Does not understand or want to be troubled with 
any kind of training; just tries to keep puppies quiet 
and contained until sold 

Tests pups to match their temperaments and 
drives with buyers' personalities and lifestyles  

Knows nothing about puppy-testing or matching 
puppies with buyers; allows buyers to pick the 
"cutest" one 

Can honestly evaluate pups' quality  Says all pups are high quality 

Never sells to "impulse" buyers  
Is not concerned about buyers being prepared for 
pups 

Never sells two pups at the same time to a novice  Would consider this killing two birds with one sale 

Interviews prospective buyers, checks home and 
references, refuses to sell to substandard homes  

Sells first-come, first-served to whomever has the 
cash; does not find out which homes are 
substandard 
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Wants to meet whole family; won't sell if children 
are abusive  

Does not consider anything past obtaining the 
funds 

Sells only to buyers with disposable income (AKC 
reports it costs thousands of dollars per year to 
properly care for a dog)  

Is not concerned whether or not buyers can afford 
to properly care for pups 

Waits for buyers who offer lifelong homes (Knows 
that only 30 percent of all dogs stay in one home 
throughout their lives)  

Does not reject high-risk buyers: (renters, young 
people, those with poor track records, low income, 
other pets, dogs kept outdoors)  

Understands dogs are "pack" animals; sells pets 
only to buyers wanting to make pup an indoor dog 
and part of the family  

Doesn't care if pups live as outdoor dogs or 
chained dogs, being unhappy or anxious being 
isolated and separated from "packs" 

Sells only to buyers who make pup's safety a 
priority  

Does not consider pups' best interests 

Encourages or requires buyers to spay/neuter 
pet-quality pups  

Encourages buyers to breed, regardless of quality 

Encourages buyers to train pups; refers to good 
trainer  

Shows no concern for pups after sale; knows no 
trainers 

Makes sure buyers understand pup's 
considerable need for time, attention, exercise 
and training  

Does not provide even his own dogs with enough 
time, attention, exercise or training 

   
 

Οη Δπίζεκνη Δθηξνθείο 
βειηηώλνπλ ηε θπιή 

Οη Πεξηζηαζηαθνί Δθηξνθείο  
θαηαζηξέθνπλ ηε θπιή 

 
Βέβαηα γηα λα κελ αδηθνχκε θαη θαλέλαλ "πεξηζηαζηαθφ εθηξνθέα": ππάξρνπλ αξθεηνί ηδηνθηήηεο ΜΠ 
πνπ ζα θάλνπλ κία ή πεξηζζφηεξεο γέλλεο ζε δηάζηεκα 3-5 εηψλ κε βάζε "επαγγεικαηηθά" (θαηά ην 
δπλαηφλ) πξφηππα αθφκε θαη εάλ δελ ζα κπνξέζνπλ πνηέ λα απνζβέζνπλ ηα ρξήκαηα πνπ μφδεςαλ. 
Όκσο ν πξαγκαηηθφο "εξαζηήο" ησλ ΜΠ δελ ην θάλεη βηνπνξηζηηθά. πλήζσο ζέιεη έλα ή πεξηζζφηεξα 
"δηθά ηνπ" θνπηάβηα. Καη ην πην ζεκαληηθφ: πάληα επηδηψθεη λα εμαζθαιίζεη φηη ηα θνπηάβηα ηνπ ζα 
απνθαηαζηαζνχλ ζε εμαηξεηηθά ζπίηηα θαη ζα έρνπλ ην ίδην επίπεδν δηαβίσζεο πνπ ζα είραλ εάλ 
κπνξνχζε λα ηα θξαηήζεη φια!  Κάπνηε δψζακε δσξεάλ έλα ζειπθφ θνπηάβη ζε γείηνλα [θαη 
ζπλάδειθν ηαηξφ] αιιά ηελ μαλαπήξακε πίζσ φηαλ δηαπηζηψζακε φηη πεξλνχζε θξηθηά κε ηελ 
κέιινπζα "κεηέξα" ηνπ. Καη εάλ δελ καο ην επέζηξεθε (παξαιαβή πάλσ ζηελ Δζληθή Οδφ κε 
εθαηνληάδεο απηνθίλεηα λα πεξλνχλ κε πςειέο ηαρχηεηεο), απιά ζα ην θιέβακε! 
 

How to Train a Puppy That Bites 
Source: http://pets.webmd.com/dogs/guide/biting-puppy-how-train-puppy-bites 
 
Puppies spend a great deal of time playing, chewing and investigating objects. All of these normal 
activities involve puppies using their mouths and their needle-sharp teeth. When puppies play with 
people, they often bite, chew and mouth on people‘s hands, limbs and clothing. This kind of behavior 
may seem cute when your puppy is seven weeks old, but it‘s not nearly so endearing when he‘s three or 
four months old-and getting bigger by the day! 
 
What to Do About Puppy Mouthing 
It‘s important to help your puppy learn to curb his mouthy behavior. There are various ways, some 
better than others, to teach this lesson. The ultimate goal is to train your puppy to stop mouthing and 
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biting people altogether. However, the first and most important objective is to teach him that people 
have very sensitive skin, so he must be very gentle when using his mouth. 
 
Bite Inhibition: Teach Your Puppy to Be Gentle 
Bite inhibition refers to a dog‘s ability to control the force of his mouthing. A puppy or dog who hasn‘t 

learned bite inhibition with people doesn‘t recognize the 
sensitivity of human skin, and so he bites too hard, even in 
play. Some behaviorists and trainers believe that a dog who 
has learned to use his mouth gently when interacting with 
people will be less likely to bite hard and break skin if he 
ever bites someone in a situation apart from play-like when 
he‘s afraid or in pain. 
Puppies usually learn bite inhibition during play with other 
puppies. If you watch a group of puppies playing, you‘ll see 
plenty of chasing, pouncing and wrestling. Puppies also bite 
each other all over. Every now and then, a pup will bite his 
playmate too hard. The victim of the painful bite yelps and 
usually stops playing. The offender is often taken aback by 
the yelp and also stops playing for a moment. However, 
pretty soon, both playmates are back in the game. Through 
this kind of interaction, puppies learn to control the intensity 
of their bites so that no one gets hurt and the play can 
continue without interruption. If puppies can learn how to be 
gentle from each other, they can also learn the same lesson 

from people. 
 
When you play with your puppy, let him mouth on your hands. Continue play until he bites especially 
hard. When he does, immediately give a high-pitched yelp, as if you‘re hurt, and let your hand go limp. 
This should startle your puppy and cause him to stop mouthing you, at least momentarily. (If yelping 
seems to have no effect, you can say ―Too bad!‖ or ―You blew it!‖ in a stern voice instead.) Praise your 
puppy for stopping or for licking you. Resume whatever you were doing before. If your puppy bites you 
hard again, yelp again. Repeat 
these steps no more than three 
times within a 15-minute period. If 
you find that yelping alone doesn‘t 
work, you can switch to a time-out 
procedure. Time-outs are often very 
effective for curbing mouthing in 
puppies. When your puppy delivers 
a hard bite, yelp loudly. Then, when 
he startles and turns to look at you 
or looks around, remove your hand. 
Either ignore him for 10 to 20 
seconds or, if he starts mouthing on 
you again, get up and move away 
for 10 to 20 seconds. After the short 
time-out, return to your puppy and 
encourage him to play with you again. It‘s important to teach him that gentle play continues, but painful 
play stops. Play with your puppy until he bites hard again. When he does, repeat the sequence above. 
When your puppy isn‘t delivering really hard bites anymore, you can tighten up your rules a little. 
Require your puppy to be even gentler. Yelp and stop play in response to moderately hard bites. Persist 
with this process of yelping and then ignoring your puppy or giving him a time-out for his hardest bites. 
As those disappear, do the same for his next-hardest bites, and so on, until your puppy can play with 
your hands very gently, controlling the force of his mouthing so that you feel little or no pressure at all. 
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Έτεηε θωηογραθίες από ηο 

καλοκαίρι με ηα Μεγάλα Πσρηναία 

ζας ζηη θάλαζζα; 

 

Θα ηις δημοζιεύζοσμε ζηο ηεύτος 

ηοσ Χειμώνα! 
 

 
 

Great Pyrenees Guard Dogs Keep Predators Out of Texas Zoo 
Source: http://www.thedogfiles.com/2011/03/15/great-pyrenees-guard-dogs-keep-predators-out-of-
texas-zoo/ 
 
The guinea hens and peacocks can all sleep soundly tonight now that Sarge and Jazz are on the job. 

Sarge and Jazz, a 
brother and sister pair of 
Great Pyrenees, are the 
newest additions to the 
Victoria, Texas zoo. And 
no, they‘re not part of a 
new canine exhibit. 
They‘re the zoo‘s security 
dogs. 
―They guard the zoo not 
from people coming, but 
they guard the animals 
from natural predators,‖ 
said Andrea Blomberg, 
zoo executive director. 
―It‘s our job to keep the 

animals safe.‖ 
The zoo‘s location in the middle of Riverside Park, Texas left some animals vulnerable to attacks from 
snakes, bobcats and raccoons. 
So taking a cue from the Austin, Texas Zoo, who started the trend, the decision was made to acquire 
guard dogs. But zoo staff knew they couldn‘t bring any type of dog into the zoo. 
―We needed dogs that knew not to attack the animals that were supposed to be here and guard them,‖ 
said Blomberg. 
After much research, zoo staff decided upon Great Pyrenees, who sleep all day, are bred and raised to 
guard livestock, and who also have an excellent demeanor around humans. 
So not long after getting in contact with the Texas Great Pyrenees Rescue, Blomberg learned about 
100-pound Sarge and 70-pound Jazz. 
The furry, white siblings had been living on an Austin, Texas Ranch where they guarded turkeys. 
Sarge and Jazz, who will be 2 years old in May, arrived at the zoo on Feb. 22. 
Their training consisted of learning their patrol routes as well as familiarizing themselves with the zoo‘s 
inhabitants. 
And as cute as they are however, the dogs will most likely not be seen by the general zoo public, as 
they sleep in the administrative building during the day and work after the zoo is closed to the public. 
 
 



Ο.ΠΤΡ.ΕΛ. Newsletter – Σεύχος (Vol.) 1/2014 

 

pyrclubgr.yolasite.com 

69 

Στο επόμενο τεύχος  
Contents of next Newsletter 

 
The Sport of Dog Carting 
 

Εεύμε Μεγάισλ Ππξελαίσλ κε ακαμάθηα 

Kids And Dogs: Safety First 
 

Παηδηά θαη θύινη – Πξνέρεη ε Αζθάιεηα 

Socializing your puppy 
 

Κνηλσληθνπνίεζε θνπηαβηνύ 

Raising 2 Puppies at the Same Time Αλαηξέθνληαο ηαπηόρξνλα 2 θνπηάβηα 
 

The Great Pyrenees Temperament 
 

Ο ραξαθηήξαο ηνπ Μεγάινπ Ππξελαίνπ 

The First Eighteen Weeks 
 

Οη πξώηεο 18 εβδνκάδεο 

Prioritizing Genetic Defects Πξνηεξαηόηεηα ζηηο γελεηηθέο αλσκαιίεο 
 

The Ins and Outs of Pedigree Analysis, 
Genetic Diversity, and Genetic Disease 
Control 

Τπέξ θαη θαηά αλάιπζεο γελεαινγηθνύ 
δέλδξνπ, γελεηηθώλ πνηθηινκνξθηώλ θαη 
ειέγρνπ γελεηηθώλ παζήζεσλ 
 

Hip Rating Comparison Chart 
 

Αμηνιόγεζε δπζπιαζίαο ηνπ ηζρίνπ ζε 
δηάθνξεο ρώξεο 
 

Evaluation of the work potential of Great 
Pyrenees puppies for the protection 
of herds 
 

Δθηίκεζε εξγαζηαθνύ δπλακηθνύ θνπηαβηώλ 
Μεγάισλ Ππξελαίσλ γηα ηελ πξνζηαζία ησλ 
θνπαδηώλ 
 

2 Pyrs 2000 miles 2 Μεγάια Ππξελαία – 2.000 κίιηα 
 

Exercise and the dysplastic pup 
 

Άζθεζε θαη ην θνπηάβη κε δπζπιαζία ηζρίνπ 

Car Ride Safety for Pets 
 

Οδεγίεο αζθαιείαο γηα ζθύινπο ζην 
απηνθίλεην 
 

Probable/Possible Genetics Of Coat Colors 
in Pyrs 
 

Γελεηηθή ηνπ ρξώκαηνο ησλ Μεγάισλ 
Ππξελαίσλ 
 

How to Determine a  Dog’s Age 
 

Καζνξηζκόο ειηθίαο ζθύινπ από ηα δόληηα ηνπ 

Hair Length and Temperature Tolerance 
 

Μήθνο ηξίραο θαη αλνρή ζεξκνθξαζηώλ 
πεξηβάιινληνο 
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Πολύ μεγάλος 

είναι αυτός!!! 

   Πολύ μικρός 

είναι αυτός!!! 
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